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 Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board Meeting 

A G E N D A  
for Tuesday, June 18th, 2024 at 9:00 A.M. to be held virtually:   

Telus Business Connect Video Meeting link:  
        https://video.businessconnect.telus.com/join/686682801  

Meeting ID: 686682801 
and/or physically in County Council Chambers, 4612 McDougall Drive, Smoky Lake. 

 
 

 
1. Meeting:  

 
1.1 Call to Order. 
  

2. Agenda: 
 
  Acceptance of Agenda:   

as presented    or 
subject to additions or deletions. 

 
3. Minutes: 

 
  3.1     Adopt minutes of March 5th, 2024 – Agricultural Service Board Meeting.  ©  
           Recommendation:    Motion to Adopt.  
 

4. Request for Decision:  

 
    5. Issues for Information: 
 
 5.1 ASB Chairman’s Report. ©       
 
 5.2 Contract Licensed Vegetation Control for County Right of Ways. ©   
 
 5.3 2024 Spraying Progress Maps. © 
 
 5.4 2024 Mowing Progress Maps. © 
 
 5.5 2024 Resolution Responses and Grading. © 
 

6. Correspondence:    
 

6.1 Letter received from Corinna Williams, Agricultural Service Board Chair, Northern 
Sunrise County received February 12, 2024 RE: Maintaining the Integrity of the 
Pest Management Regulatory Agency. ©  
Recommendation: File for Information. 
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6.2 Letter received from Bob Chrenek, Agricultural Service Board Chair, County of 
Grande Prairie received April 24, 2024 RE: ASB Provincial Conference Location.© 

  Recommendation: File for Information 
 

6.3  Letter received from John Van Driesten, Agricultural Service Board Chair, 
Municipal District of Willow Creek received April 22, 2024 RE: 2024 Proposed 
Changes to Weed Control Regulation. ©  

  Recommendation: File for Information  
 

6.4 Letter received from Dan Bourassa, Agricultural Service Board Chair, Saddle Hills 
County, received April 8, 2024 RE: 2024 Proposed Changes to Weed Control 
Regulation. © 

  Recommendation: File for Information  
 

6.5 Letter received from Robert Mitchell, Agricultural   Service Board Chair, 
Yellowhead County, received May 23, 2024, RE: Review of the Weed Control Act 
of Alberta. © 

  Recommendation: File for Information  
 

6.6 Alberta Crop Report as of May 28th, 2024, provided by Alberta Agriculture and 
Irrigation on May 31, 2024. © 

 Recommendation: File for Information 
 

6.7 Moisture Situation Update as of June 5th, 2024, provided by Alberta Agriculture and 
Irrigation on June 7, 2024. © 

 Recommendation: File for Information 
 
6.8 Acknowledge receipt of Weed Control Act Survey as an opportunity to participate 

and provide feedback to Alberta Agriculture and Irrigation.  
 Recommendation: Acknowledge Receipt  

 
 
 

7. Delegation(s):    
 
 7.1 Lakeland Agricultural Research Association June 18th, 2024 Update. © 

 
   

8. Executive Session: 
 

9. Date and time of Next Meeting(s):                           
             Adjournment 











































































































































































































Lakeland Agricultural Research Association 
June 18th, 2024 

 
 
It has been a very busy year so far in 2024! The research staff have been working hard to ensure seeding 
was completed by the end of May and preparing for upcoming field days and summer tours. We welcomed 
Kristy Tetreau to our staff in May in the part-time role of Environment and Communications Coordinator. 
In addition to providing environment related extension activities for our local farmers and ranchers, Kristy 
will be spearheading our youth education programs. 
 
In total we have 4 small-plot research trials in the County: 

- Regional Variety Trials – Oats 
- Investigating the impact of low-growing clovers (white and subterranean clover) and nitrogen rates on 

silage crop yield, weed pressure, cereal leaf disease levels, and forage quality. 
- Determining the effects of EcoTea seed dressing on the emergence rate and early season vigor of 

canola. 
- Determining the effects of EcoTea and varying starter fertilizer on barley biomass, feed quality 

and yield. 

We have hosted a total of 4 extension events in the County and 3 webinars.  A few recent highlights of 
those events include: 
 

- It’s Dry: Now What on March 26th, 2024 at Bellis Hall. The event saw 33 local producers come out 
to listen to topics on cattle health considerations in extreme heat and dry conditions (Dr. Ann-
Marie Russ) and rotational grazing for drought management (Kelly Sidoryk). 

- Funding Assistance on March 25th, 2024 at the Smoky Lake County office saw 3 producers drop-in 
for assistance. 

- Securing Success: Programs, Services and Funding Opportunities for your Farm or Ranch on March 
13th, 2024 at the Ukrainian National Hall. This event included a booth and presentation by Smoky 
Lake County as well as information on funding programs open to local farmers. A total of 48 local 
producers attended.  

- Overcoming Weed Challenges in Regenerative Agriculture on February 7th, 2024 at the Vilna 
Cultural Center. This event was presented by Dr. Kris Nichols and Kimberly Cornish and combined 
experience and science to explore the subject of weed management in regenerative systems. A 
total of 28 producers attended.  

 
We currently have two (2) events scheduled in the County over the summer: 

- Smoky Lake Summer Field Tour on July 30th, 2024 starting at the Smoky Lake Agriplex followed by 
a field tour to our research site. Topics and speakers include a spot spraying demonstration, 
canola disease management and new wheat varieties. 

- Agricultural Drone Demonstration on July 24th, 2024. Location TBD. 
 
We have been very busy with assisting producers with filling out and submitting funding applications 
through the Resilient Agriculture Landscapes Program (RALP) and the On-Farm Climate Action Fund 
(OFCAF). LARA staff assist producers in the County free of charge and, so far, we have assisted over 30 
local producers from the County. LARA has also been assisting producers with the Watershed Resiliency 
and Restoration Program (WRRP), a grant administered by LARA to our local producers.  
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Our two environmental farm plan (EFP) technicians have been busy assisting local producers with 
completing and/or updating their EFP, which is now required for most funding opportunities available. As 
of May 31st, 2024, we have assisted 14 producers in the County with completing their EFP this year and 
have 4 more in progress. 
 
We greatly appreciate the continued support we receive from Smoky Lake County! We are always looking 
for feedback on our extension and research programming, please reach out to any LARA staff if there is a 
specific trial or event you would like to see in the County. 
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