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 SMOKY LAKE COUNTY 
 

Minutes of the County Council Meeting held on Thursday, March 24, 
2022 at 9:01 A.M. held virtually online through Electronic 
Communication Technology: Zoom Meeting and physically in Council 
Chambers. 

The meeting was called to order by the Reeve, Mr. Lorne Halisky, in 
the presence of the following persons: 

   ATTENDANCE 
 Div. No. Councillor(s) Thursday, Mar.24, 2022 
 1 Dan Gawalko Present in Chambers 
 2 Linda Fenerty Present in Chambers 
 3 Dominique Cere Present in Chambers 
 4 Lorne Halisky Present in Chambers 
 5 Jered Serben Present in Chambers 
 CAO Gene Sobolewski Present in Chambers 
 Assistant CAO Lydia Cielin Present in Chambers 
 Finance Manager Brenda Adamson Virtually Present 
 Legislative Svcs/R.S. Patti Priest Virtually Present 
 Plan/Dev Manager Jordan Ruegg Virtually Present 
 Planning Technician Kyle Schole Virtually Present 
 ********************************************************* 
 Observers in Attendance Upon Call to Order: 
 Communications Tech. Evonne Zukiwski Virtually Present @9:11am 
 Enviro. Ops Manager Dave Franchuk Virtually Present 
 Media Vegreville News Advertiser Absent 
 Public 1 Member Virtually Present 
    

 2. Agenda: 
 

480-22: Fenerty That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting Agenda for Thursday, 
March 24, 2022, be adopted, as amended: 
 

Additions to the Agenda: 
1. Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) Annual 

Conference and Trade Show. 
2. Riverland Recreational Trail Society – Iron Horse Trail Sign 

Replacement / Repair Project.  
3. Executive Session: Legal Issue – Re: Board Governance and 

Role of Board Members, under the authority of the FOIP Act 
Section 16: third party business interest and Section 24: advice 
from officials. 

4. Spring Cleanup Promotion – Freon Appliances. 
 

Carried Unanimously. 
 

 3.  Minutes: 
 

Minutes of February 22, 2022 – County Council Departmental Meeting 
481-22: Serben  That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Departmental 

Operations Meeting held on Tuesday, February 22, 2022, be adopted 
as presented. 

Carried. 
 

Minutes of February 24, 2022 – County Council Meeting 
482-22: Serben That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Regular 

Meeting held on Thursday, February 24, 2022, be adopted as presented. 
  

Carried. 
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Evonne Zukiwski, Communications Technician, virtually joined the 
meeting time, 9:11 a.m. 
 

 8. Executive Session: 
 

Legal Issue: Mons Lake, Kaduk Lake and Bellis Lake – Maintenance Contract/Agreement  
483-22: Gawalko 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council go into Executive Session in regard 
to a Legal Issue: County Lakes: Site #2 Mons Lake and Kaduk Lake and 
Site #3 Bellis Lake – Facility Supervision and Recreation Area Cleaning 
Contract/Agreement Amendment, under the authority of the FOIP Act, 
Section 24: Advice from Officials, in the presence of all Council, Chief 
Administrative Officer, Assistant Chief Administrative Officer, 
Environmental Operations Manager, Finance Manager, and Legislative 
Services Clerk, time 9:26 a.m.. 

Carried.  
 

484-22: Fenerty  
 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council go out of Executive Session, time 
9:34 a.m.  

Carried. 
 

 4. Request for Decision: 
 

Mons Lake, Kaduk Lake and Bellis Lake – Maintenance Contract/Agreement Amendment 
485-22: Halisky That Smoky Lake County execute the Facility Supervision and 

Recreation Area Cleaning Contract/Agreement Amendment for County 
Lakes: Site #2 Mons Lake and Kaduk Lake and Site #3 Bellis Lake with 
Veronica Fox Holmes and Donald Holmes to bind the Contractor in 
mutual agreement to incorporate Schedule “B”: Maintenance Service 
Schedule as an addition to Agreement- Schedule “A”: Recreational Area 
Facility Supervision and Cleaning Services to the end of the Contract 
Term of 2020 to 2024, signifying consent by signing, with the 
amendments. 

Carried. 
 

 
 

One Member of the Public, virtually left the meeting, time 9:36 a.m. 

 
 

Dave Franchuk, Environmental Operations Manager, virtually left the 
meeting, time 9:38 a.m. 
 

Broadband Connectivity 
486-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County schedule a Committee of the Whole Meeting 

for the purpose of Administration for Wednesday, March 30, 2022 at 
1:00 p.m. to discuss developing a planning framework relating to 
broadband connectivity. 

Carried.  
 

Alberta Rural Connectivity Coalition’s 2nd annual Alberta Rural Connectivity Forum 
487-22: Serben  That Smoky Lake County Council who can attend – attend, the Alberta 

Rural Connectivity Coalition’s 2nd annual Alberta Rural Connectivity 
Forum, scheduled for May 17 - 18, 2022, in Sylvan Lake, Alberta. 

 
Carried.  

 
Buffalo Lake Métis Settlement - Broadband and Cellular Phone Coverage 
488-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County appoint Councillors Halisky and Cere as 

members, and Councillor Serben as alternate, to a working group 
committee with Buffalo Lake Métis Settlement, to work towards a 
solution-based plan to gain full broadband and cellular phone coverage. 
 

Carried.  
 
 



County Council Meeting          15079 
March 24, 2022 & reconvened on March 28, 2022 

 7. Delegation: 
 

Northern Lights Library System 
 Present before Council from 10:02 a.m. to 10:27 a.m. was James 

MacDonald, Executive Director, Northern Lights Library System, to 
present a “Value Statement” to highlight the benefits of belonging to the 
Northern Lights Library System to show the value of the County’s 
investment. 
 

 
 

One Member of the Public virtually joined the meeting, time 10:04 a.m. 

Northern Lights Library System 
489-22: Fenerty That the presentation received by Smoky Lake County from James 

MacDonald, Executive Director, Northern Lights Library System, in 
respect to a “Value Statement” to highlight the benefits of belonging to 
the Northern Lights Library System to show the value of the County’s 
investment, be accepted for information. 

Carried.  
 

 7. Delegation: 
 

JMD Group LLP Chartered Professional Accountants 
 Physically present before County Council from 10:28 a.m. to 10:55 a.m. 

was Barb McCarthy, CPA, CA, from JMD Group LLP Chartered 
Professional Accountants, to present the Smoky Lake County 
Consolidated Financial Statement and the Smoky Lake County Gas 
Utility Financial Statement for the Year Ending December 31, 2021 as 
follows: 
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SMOKY LAKE COUNTY GAS UTILITY 

 
 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2021 
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

To the Members of Smoky Lake County Council 
 

Opinion 
We have audited the financial statements of the Smoky Lake County Gas Utility (Gas Utility), which 
comprise of the statement of financial position as at December 31, 2021, and the statements of 
operations, changes in net financial assets, and cash flows and schedules of changes in accumulated 
surplus, gross margin and operating expenses for the year then ended, and notes to the financial 
statements, including a summary of significant accounting policies. 
 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of the Gas Utility as at December 31, 2021, and the results of its operations and its 
cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian public sector accounting standards
(PSAS). 
 

Emphasis of Matter 
It is understood that this report is requested by the Smoky Lake County Council.  We have issued an 
audit report dated March 24, 2022 on the consolidated financial statements of the Smoky Lake County 
for the year ended December 31, 2021 and reference should be made to those audited financial 
statements for complete information. 
 

Basis for Opinion 
We conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards.  Our 
responsibilities under those standards are further descried in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit 
of the Financial Statements section of our report.  We are independent of the Gas Utility in accordance 
with the ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of the financial statements in Canada, and 
we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with those requirements.  We believe 
that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.
 

Responsibilities of Management and Those Charged with Governance for the Financial Statements 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in 
accordance with PSAS, and for such internal control as management determines is necessary to enable 
the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatements, whether due to fraud 
or error. 
 

In preparing the financial statements, management is responsible for assessing the Gas Utility’s ability 
to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters relating to going concern and using 
the going concern basis of accounting unless management either intends to liquidate the Gas Utility or 
to cease operations, or has no realistic alternative but to do so. 
 

Those charged with governance are responsible for overseeing the Gas Utility’s financial reporting 
process. 
 

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole 
are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that 
includes our opinion.  Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an 
audit conducted in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards will always detect 
a material misstatement when in exists.  Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered 
material if, individually or in the aggregate they could reasonably be expected to influence the 
economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.  As part of the audit in 
accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards, we exercise professional judgment 
and maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit.  We also: 
 

 Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due 
to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain 
audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.  The risk of 
not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from 
error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the 
override of internal control. 

 

 Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an 
opinion on the effectiveness of the Gas Utility’s internal control. 

 

 Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting 
estimates and related disclosures made by management. 

 

 Conclude on the appropriateness of management’s use of the going concern basis of accounting 
and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to 
events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the Gas Utility’s ability to continue as 
a going concern.  If we conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw 
attention in our auditor’s report to the related disclosures in the financial statements or, if such 
disclosure are inadequate, to modify our opinion.  Our conclusions are based on the audit 
evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor’s report.  However, future events or conditions 
may cause the Gas Utility to cease to continue as a going concern. 

 

 Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements, including 
the disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent the underlying transactions and 
events in a manner that achieves fair presentation. 

 

We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned 
scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in 
internal control that we identify during our audit. 
 
 
 
 
St. Paul, Alberta 
March 24, 2022 Chartered Professional Accountants 
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2021 Consolidated Financial Statements and Gas Utility Financial Statements 
490-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council adopt the audited Smoky Lake 

County Consolidated Financial Statements and the Smoky Lake County 
Gas Utility Financial Statements for the year ended: December 31, 2021, 
as prepared by JMD Group LLP Chartered Professional Accountants; 
and approve to execute the Year-2021 Audit Findings letter affirming 
no significant deficiencies, dated March 16, 2022. 

Carried. 
 
 
 

 Barb McCarthy, CPA, CA, from JMD Group LLP - Chartered 
Professional Accountants, left Council Chambers, time 10:56 a.m. 
 
 
 

 8. Executive Session: 
 

Personnel Issue: Natural Gas & Environmental Operations Staff On-Call Compensation 
491-22: Fenerty 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council go into Executive Session in regard 
to a Personnel Issue: Natural Gas & Environmental Operations Staff On-
Call Compensation, under the authority of the FOIP Act, Section 24: 
Advice from Officials, in the presence of all Council, Chief 
Administrative Officer, Assistant Chief Administrative Officer, and 
Finance Manager, time 10:58 a.m.. 

Carried.  
 

492-22: Fenerty 
 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council go out of Executive Session, time 
11:17 a.m. 
 
 
 

11:33 to 11:34 a.m. 
 

9.  Public Question and Answer Period: 
 
None. 
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Support for Ukraine - Smoky Lake Region’s Fundraising Efforts 
493-22: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County approve to participate in the Smoky Lake 

Region’s fundraising efforts facilitated through the Kinette Club of 
Smoky Lake, towards supporting Ukraine’s citizens and Ukraine’s 
defense against the Russian invasion launched on February 24, 2022. 
 

Carried. 
 
 

Support for Ukraine - Pumpkin Mugs made by Ukrainian Ceramic Artist: Serhiy Dutka 
494-22: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County purchase seven (7) of the hand crafted 

Pumpkin Mugs made by Ukrainian Ceramic Artist: Serhiy Dutka, of 
Rozhniv, Ivano-Frankivs'Ka Oblast', Ukraine (which were received by 
the Smoky Lake Region through the Ukrainian Twinning Committee in 
2021 for resale) at a cost in the amount of $40.00 per mug, and retain 
one (1) mug to display at the County’s main office, and donate six (6) 
of the mugs as silent auction or raffle items as organized by the Smoky 
Lake Kinettes, with all proceeds going towards supporting Ukraine’s 
defense against the Russian invasion launched on February 24, 2022. 
 

Carried. 
 
 

Support for Ukraine - Social Media Campaigns by the Kinette Club of Smoky Lake 
495-22: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County share any social media campaigns produced 

by the Kinette Club of Smoky Lake and other official Smoky Lake 
Region non-profit campaigns in respect to fundraising efforts towards 
supporting Ukraine’s citizens and Ukraine’s defense against the Russian 
invasion launched on February 24, 2022. 

Carried. 
 
 

Support for Ukraine - Raising the Ukrainian Flag on March 1, 2022 
496-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council approve action taken in raising the 

Ukrainian flag on March 1, 2022, at County Offices in solidarity with 
Ukraine against the Russian invasion launched on February 24, 2022. 
 

Carried. 
 
 

Support for Ukraine - Request from the Mayor of Kovis, Ukraine for Financial Aid 
497-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the letter from Yuriy 

Ploskonos, Mayor of Kosiv, Ukraine, dated March 4, 2022, requesting 
comrades to organize financial collection towards the purchase of tools, 
equipment and humanitarian goods form the neighboring partner 
countries of Ukraine. 

Carried. 
 
 

Support for Ukraine – Lamont County Challenge 
498-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County meet the challenge of Lamont County’s 

March 8, 2022, commitment in the amount of $5,000.00 towards 
Ukrainian Humanitarian Aid, by donating in the amount of $5,000.00 
directly to the municipality of Kosiv, Ukraine, for the purposes outlined 
in the letter received from Yuriy Ploskonos, Mayor of Kosiv, Ukraine, 
dated March 4, 2022; and post a news release on social media, and notify 
Lamont County of same. 

Carried. 
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Peace Officer Program: Community Peace Officer (CPO 1) – Appointment 
499-22: Cere That the letter received from Tammy Spink, Manager, Peace Officers 

Program, Alberta Justice and Solicitor General, dated February 17, 2022 
in regards to the amended “Authorization to Employ or Engage Peace 
Officer” - #319, as authorized by M.A (Marlin) Degrand, Assistant 
Deputy Minister / Director of Law Enforcement of the Public Security 
Division, Department of Justice and Solicitor General, for the Province 
of Alberta, be accepted and retain appointment for the new position of 
Community Peace Officer (CPO) – Level One for Smoky Lake County. 
 

Carried. 
 
 

Meeting Recessed Meeting recessed for Lunch, time 12:26 p.m.   
 
 

Meeting Reconvened The meeting reconvened on a call to order by Reeve Lorne Halisky at 
1:01 p.m. in the presence of all Council members, the Chief 
Administrative Officer, and Assistant Chief Administrative Officer, 
Finance Manager and the virtual presence of the, Planning and 
Development Manager, Planning Technician, Recording Secretary, 
Communications Technician, two Members of the Public, and two 
Associated Engineering Alberta Ltd. representatives as delegations. 
 
 
 

 5.    Issues for Information: 
 

Chief Administrative Officer’s Report 
 
 
 7. Delegation: 

 
Associated Engineering Alberta Ltd. – Smoky Creek Drainage Assessment 
 Virtually present before Council from 1:02 p.m. to 1:51 p.m. was 

Maxime Belanger, M.Sc., P.Eng. Project Manager, Community 
Infrastructure, Associated Engineering Alberta Ltd. and Ryan Krausher,  
P.Tech (Eng), PMP Manager, Technical Services Municipal 
Infrastructure Division, Associated Engineering Alberta Ltd. to present 
the key findings and concerns in respect to the Smoky Creek Drainage 
Assessment.  
 
 

 
 

One Member of the Public, virtually joined the meeting, time 1:20 p.m. 
 
 

 
 

Vilna School’s Grade 6 class, virtually joined the meeting, time 1:36 
p.m. 
 
 

 
 
 

Maxime Belanger, M.Sc., P.Eng. Project Manager, Community 
Infrastructure, Associated Engineering Alberta Ltd. and Ryan Krausher,  
P.Tech (Eng), PMP Manager, Technical Services Municipal 
Infrastructure Division, Associated Engineering Alberta Ltd., virtually 
left the meeting, time 1:51 p.m. 
 
 

 
 

Dave Franchuk, Environmental Operations Manager, virtually joined 
the meeting time, 1:57 p.m. 
 
 



County Council Meeting          15099 
March 24, 2022 & reconvened on March 28, 2022 

 
Smoky Creek Drainage Assessment Report 
500-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the Smoky Creek 

Drainage Assessment Report, dated March 2022, as presented on March 
24, 2022, and prepared by Associated Engineering Alberta Ltd., 
recommending: 
1. the “high priority improvements” described in the said report 

should be implemented as soon as practical to provide the greatest 
benefit for the lowest costs and substantially reduce flood risks of 
adjacent lands during periods of low flow in the creek; 

2. the “medium priority improvements” should be implemented in the 
next few years, while low priority improvements should be 
implemented on an opportunistic basis; and 

3. initiating obtaining the required regulatory approvals and/or 
permits for proposed work within Smoky Creek, such that the high 
priority improvements can be implemented. 

Carried. 
 
 

Smoky Creek Drainage Assessment 
501-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County determine the cost of addressing the “high 

priority improvements” and “medium priority improvements” as 
described in the Smoky Creek Drainage Assessment Report, dated 
March 2022, prepared by Associated Engineering Alberta Ltd., and 
bring the information forward to a future meeting of Council for 
consideration. 

Carried. 
 
 

Natural Gas Departments Staff On-Call Compensation 
502-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council approve the expenditure for the 

Smoky Lake County Natural Gas Technicians to be compensated for 
On-Call duties in the amount of $50.00 per day during working days and 
$75.00 per day during weekends and statutory holidays, effective April 
1, 2022. 

Carried.  
 
 

Environmental Operations Departments Staff On-Call Compensation 
503-22: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council approve the expenditure for the 

Smoky Lake County Water, Waste Water & Waste Technicians to be 
compensated for On-Call duties in the amount of $50.00 per day during 
working days and $75.00 per day during weekends and statutory 
holidays, effective April 1, 2022. 

Carried.  
 
 

 Vilna School’s Grade 6 class, virtually left the meeting, time 2:04 p.m. 
 
 
 

Bylaw No. 1407-22: Designation for Hamlin Road Ranch as a Municipal Historic Resource 
504-22: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 1407-22: Designation for 

Hamlin Road Ranch as a Municipal Historic Resource, for the 
purpose designating the Hamlin Road Ranch, located on the lands 
legally described as SW-17-58-13-W4, under the Alberta Historical 
Resources Act, and in accordance with Smoky Lake County Policy 
Statement 61-15-1: Designation of a Municipal Historic Resource, be 
given FIRST READING. 

Carried. 
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Moved by Councillor Fenerty that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1407-22: Designation for Hamlin Road Ranch as a Municipal 
Historic Resource, for the purpose designating the Hamlin Road 
Ranch, located on the lands legally described as SW-17-58-13-W4, 
under the Alberta Historical Resources Act, and in accordance with 
Smoky Lake County Policy Statement 61-15-1: Designation of a 
Municipal Historic Resource, be given SECOND READING. 
 
 

Carried. 
 
 

Moved by Councillor Fenerty that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1407-22: Designation for Hamlin Road Ranch as a Municipal 
Historic Resource, for the purpose designating the Hamlin Road 
Ranch, located on the lands legally described as SW-17-58-13-W4, 
under the Alberta Historical Resources Act, and in accordance with 
Smoky Lake County Policy Statement 61-15-1: Designation of a 
Municipal Historic Resource, be given PERMISSION for third 
reading. 
 

Carried Unanimously. 
 
 
Moved by Councillor Fenerty that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1407-22: Designation for Hamlin Road Ranch as a Municipal 
Historic Resource, for the purpose designating the Hamlin Road 
Ranch, located on the lands legally described as SW-17-58-13-W4, 
under the Alberta Historical Resources Act, and in accordance with 
Smoky Lake County Policy Statement 61-15-1: Designation of a 
Municipal Historic Resource, be given the THIRD and FINAL 
READING and that the Reeve and the Interim Chief Administrative 
Officer are hereby authorized to fix their signatures to all necessary 
documents and that the corporate seal also be fastened where it is 
deemed to be necessary. 
 

Carried.  
 
 
 

Heritage River Management Planning - Terms of Reference 
505-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County adopt the revised Terms of Reference for the 

North Saskatchewan Heritage River Initiative Management Planning 
Advisory Steering Committee and Project Milestones Roadmap dated 
March 18, 2022. 

Carried. 
 
 

Heritage River Management Planning - Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
506-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County execute the proposed Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) with the North Saskatchewan Watershed 
Alliance (NSWA), for in-kind support of between 50-100 hours of in-
kind support (up to approximately $8,000.00 of value) for Heritage 
River Management Planning, which is to be in effect until December 
31, 2022, or until the completion of the Heritage Management Plan. 
 

Carried. 
 
 
 
 
 



County Council Meeting          15101 
March 24, 2022 & reconvened on March 28, 2022 

Heritage River Management Planning – Support Correspondence Received  
507-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the support 

correspondence in respect the Project: Management Plan for the North 
Saskatchewan River under the Canadian Heritage Rivers System from: 

1. County of St. Paul, dated January 13, 2022, 
2. County of Vermillion River, dated January 13, 2022, 
3. Town of Rocky Mountain House, dated January 21, 2022, 
4. Town of Elk Point, dated January 26, 2022, 
5. Town of Devon, dated January 27, 2022, 
6. Smoky Lake County, dated January 27, 2022, 
7. City of Fort Saskatchewan, dated January 31, 2022, 
8. Town of Smoky Lake, dated February 3, 2022, 
9. Thorhild County, dated February 4, 2022, 
10. Parkland County, dated February 10, 2022, 
11. County of Wetaskiwin, dated February 11, 2022, 
12. Lamont County, dated February 16, 2022, 
13. Sturgeon County, dated February 17, 2022, 
14. Strathcona County, dated February 23, 2022, 
15. Clearwater County, dated February 23, 2022, and 
16. Smoky Lake County, dated March 10, 2022. 

 
Carried. 

 
 

2021 Safety Codes Annual Internal Review – Joint Accreditation No. J000148 
508-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council approve action taken by 

administration to complete and submit the 2021 Safety Codes Annual 
Internal Review, for Joint Accreditation No. J000148, covering the 
period beginning January 1, 2021, and ending on December 31, 2021, 
to satisfy the requirement as an Accredited Agency under the Safety 
Codes Act, as outlined in the Joint Quality Management Plan; and 
acknowledge the said review was received and approve by the Safety 
Codes Council. 

Carried. 
 
 

Memorandum of Agreement for the Waskatenau Nuisance Ground Reclamation Within 
Smoky Lake County (Plan 5225CL; Block OT - Former Waskatenau Nuisance Grounds) 
509-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council approve action taken to execute the 

Memorandum of Agreement for the Waskatenau Nuisance Ground 
Reclamation Within Smoky Lake County, with Alberta Transportation 
providing funding in the amount of $87,438.00, totaling 50% of costs 
incurred by Smoky Lake County to preform reclamation work on the 
former Waskatenau Nuisance Ground, on the lands legally described as 
Plan 5225CL: OT.  

Carried. 
 
 

Subdivision and Development Appeal Board (SDAB) Member Appointments 
510-22: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County appoint Jerry Melnyk and Amy Cherniwchan 

as members-at-large and accept the resignation of Richard Dubetz as a 
member-at-large of the Smoky Lake Subdivision and Development 
Appeal Board (SDAB), as per Bylaw No. 1347-19. 

Carried. 
 
 

 
 

Vilna Schools’ Grade 6 class, virtually joined the meeting, time 2:34 
p.m. and virtually left the meeting, time 2:37 p.m. 
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Undeveloped Road Allowance to NE 13-59-16-W4 
511-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County approve the action taken by the Chief 

Administrative Officer in notifying the current landowner of the land 
legally describes as NE 13-59-16-W4, that the portion of road allowance 
on Range Road 160 between Township Road 592 and 592A is 
considered undeveloped road allowance as of December 11, 2018. 
 

Carried. 
 
 

Undeveloped Road Allowance to NE 13-59-16-W4 
512-22: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County approve the action taken by the Chief 

Administrative Officer to refuse to undertake snowplowing activities 
within the portion of the undeveloped road allowance on Range Road 
160 between Township Road 592 and 592A prior to Saturday, March 
12, 2022, as there is at least another week of high priority snow clearing 
operations urgently required to be undertaken elsewhere in the County; 
and going forward, provide the said landowner with Policy Statement 
No. 03-26-01: Custom Work, and Policy Statement No. 03-35-11: Snow 
Clearing. 

Carried. 
 
 

Undeveloped Road Allowance to NE 13-59-16-W4 
513-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County affirms that the designation of the road 

allowance on Range Road 160 between Township Road 592 and 592A 
to the land legally described as NE 13-59-16-W4 is undeveloped and 
the structure within is also considered to be an abandoned road pursuant 
to the closure of road plans 1890Y and 1280AU as of December 11, 
2018. 

Carried. 
 
 

Undeveloped Road Allowance Policy 
514-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council direct Administration to review the 

current County policies concerning undeveloped road allowances and 
usages therein and prepare a comprehensive “Undeveloped Road 
Allowance Policy and Procedures” document for review by the Policy 
Committee and adoption by Council. 

Carried. 
 
 

Bylaw No. 1412-22: Hamlet of Bellis Sewer System 
515-22: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 1412-22: Hamlet of Bellis Sewer 

System, for the purpose of authorizing an additional service charge levy 
in the amount of $1.75 (One Dollar and Seventy-Five Cents) per front 
foot, as per Bylaw No. 666: Hamlet of Bellis Sewer System, related to 
the operation and maintenance of the Hamlet of Bellis Sewer System, 
be given FIRST READING. 

Carried. 
 
 
Moved by Councillor Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1412-22: Hamlet of Bellis Sewer System, for the purpose of 
authorizing an additional service charge levy in the amount of $1.75 
(One Dollar and Seventy-Five Cents) per front foot, as per Bylaw No. 
666: Hamlet of Bellis Sewer System, related to the operation and 
maintenance of the Hamlet of Bellis Sewer System, be given SECOND 
READING. 

Carried. 
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Moved by Councillor Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1412-22: Hamlet of Bellis Sewer System, for the purpose of 
authorizing an additional service charge levy in the amount of $1.75 
(One Dollar and Seventy-Five Cents) per front foot, as per Bylaw No. 
666: Hamlet of Bellis Sewer System, related to the operation and 
maintenance of the Hamlet of Bellis Sewer System, be given 
PERMISSION for third reading. 

Carried Unanimously. 
 
Moved by Councillor Fenerty that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1412-22: Hamlet of Bellis Sewer System, for the purpose of 
authorizing an additional service charge levy in the amount of $1.75 
(One Dollar and Seventy-Five Cents) per front foot, as per Bylaw No. 
666: Hamlet of Bellis Sewer System, related to the operation and 
maintenance of the Hamlet of Bellis Sewer System, be given the 
THIRD and FINAL READING and that the Reeve and the Interim 
Chief Administrative Officer are hereby authorized to fix their 
signatures to all necessary documents and that the corporate seal also be 
fastened where it is deemed to be necessary. 

Carried.  
 

  Addition to the Agenda: 
 

Spring Cleanup Promotion – Freon Appliances 
516-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County advertise a “Spring Cleanup Promotion”, 

exclusive to residents of the Smoky Lake Region, of free disposal of 
appliances containing freon at County Landfill Sites during the month 
of May each year, and annually advertise this on the County’s social 
media and Grapevine.  

Carried. 
 
 

 8. Executive Session: 
 

Land and Legal Issue: McDougall Gravesite & Victoria Park Cemetery 
517-22: Fenerty 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council go into Executive Session in regard 
to a Land and Legal Issue, in respect to the McDougall Gravesite 
(VICTORI 8) and Victoria Park Cemetery (VICTORI 10), under the 
authority of the FOIP Act Section 16: third party business interest and 
Section 24: advice from officials, in the presence of all Council, Chief 
Administrative Officer, Assistant Chief Administrative Officer, Finance 
Manager, Planning & Development Manager, Planning & Development 
Technician, and Legislative Services Clerk, time 3:05 p.m.. 
 

Carried.  
 

 
 

Jordan Ruegg, Planning & Development Manager, and Kyle Schole, 
Planning & Development Technician, virtually left Executive Session 
and the meeting, time 3:25 p.m. 
 
 

  Addition to the Agenda (Executive Session): 
 

Legal Issue: Board Governance and Role of Board Members 
 While under Executive Session, Council discussed a Land and Legal 

Issue, in respect to the Board Governance and Role of Board Members, 
under the authority of the FOIP Act Section 16: third party business 
interest and Section 24: advice from officials, in the presence of all 
Council, Chief Administrative Officer, Assistant Chief Administrative 
Officer, Finance Manager, and Legislative Services Clerk, time 3:25 
p.m.. 
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 8. Executive Session: 

 
Canadian Union of Public Employees CUPE Local 4575 
 While under Executive Session, Council discussed a Land and Legal 

Issue, in respect to a Personnel Issue: under the authority of the FOIP 
Act Section 27: Privileged Information, in regard to the Ratification of 
the Collective Agreement and Letter of Understanding with CUPE Local 
4575, under the authority of the FOIP Act, Section 24: advice from 
officials, in the presence of all Council, Chief Administrative Officer, 
Assistant Chief Administrative Officer, Finance Manager, and 
Legislative Services Clerk, time 4:05 p.m. 
 

 
518-22: Serben  
 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council go out of Executive Session, time 
4:11 p.m.. 

Carried.  
 
 

McDougall Gravesite (VICTORI 8) and Victoria Park Cemetery (VICTORI 10). 
519-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County Reeve, on behalf of Smoky Lake County 

Council, transmit a letter to Martha Dawson, Chairperson, Property 
Commission of the Northern Spirit Regional Council of the United 
Church of Canada expressing the County’s desire to obtain Title, at no 
cost to the County, to the McDougall Gravesite located on (pt. of 
VICTORI 8). 

Carried. 
 
 

Canadian Union of Public Employees CUPE Local 4575 – Collective Agreement  
520-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council approve to affix signatures to the 

Collective Agreement and Letter of Understanding with the Canadian 
Union of Public Employees CUPE Local 4575, for the period January 
1, 2021 to December 31, 2024, subject to the Employees ratification of 
same.  

Carried. 
 
 

Meeting Recessed 
521-22: Cere 
 
 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council recess the Regular Council Meeting 
of March 24, 2022, at 4:15 p.m., and agree to reconvene the meeting 
on Monday, March 28, 2022, at 10:00 a.m., to be held virtually, 
through Electronic Communication Technology as per Bylaw 1376-20 
and/or physically in County Council Chambers.  

Carried. 
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Meeting Reconvened 
 
 

The meeting reconvened on Monday, March 28, 2022, upon a call to 
order by Reeve Lorne Halisky at 10:04 a.m. in the presence of 
Councillors: Gawalko, Cere, and Serben, the Chief Administrative 
Officer, and Assistant Chief Administrative Officer, Finance Manager 
and the virtual presence of the Planning Technician, Recording 
Secretary, Natural Gas Manager, Communications Technician, and one 
Member of the Public. 
 
 

 2. Agenda: 
 

522-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council unanimously agree to further amend 
the recessed March 24, 2022 Council Meeting Agenda, on March 28, 
2022 as reconvened, as follows: 
 

Addition to the Agenda: 
1. Municipally Controlled Corporation (MCC) - Appointment of 

Directors. 
Carried Unanimously. 

 
 

 One Member of the Public, virtually joined the meeting, time 10:15 a.m. 
 
 

 
 

Councillor Linda Fenerty, virtually joined the meeting, time 10:24 a.m. 
 
 

 Addition to the Agenda: 
 

Municipally Controlled Corporation (MCC) - Appointment of Directors   
523-22: Gawalko 
 

That Smoky Lake County approve to appoint Reeve Lorne Halisky and 
Councillor Linda Fenerty to the position of Board of Directors for the 
Municipally Controlled Corporation (MCC) in accordance with the 
Victoria District Economic Development Strategy MCC Business Plan. 
 

Carried. 
 
 

524-22: Cere 
 
 

That a Smoky Lake County and Town of Smoky Lake Joint Council 
Meeting be scheduled for Friday, April 1, 2022 at 3:30 p.m. to be held 
virtually. 

Carried. 
 
 

 5.    Issues for Information: 
 

Chief Administrative Officer’s Report 
 The Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) provided a report to Council 

for the period of February 21, 2022 to March 20, 2022, as follows: 
 
 

 Chief Administrative Officer   
Report Period: Feb 21, 2022 to Mar 20, 2022  

 
LEGISLATIVE / GOVERNANCE  

 
Projects 

Date 
In Progress 

Date 
Outstanding 

Date 
Completed 

Joint Health and Safety Committee 
 
 
 
 

  Feb 23/22 
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ADMINISTRATIVE  
 

Projects 
Date 

In Progress 
Date 

Outstanding 
Date 

Completed 
Mangers Meetings – Every Monday Morning 
 

  Ongoing 

Administration Building Upgrades – Roof 
Replacement: Finishing trims. Have not received a 
Change Order cost for the work requested by 
Council (Lighting). 
 
 

Jul’ 15/21  Mar 17/22 

Bonnie Lake Resort – At the RMA, Planning and 
myself met with AE to discuss the issues. They will 
be sending us a letter which will be forwarded to 
the Developer to action accordingly. 
 
 

Ongoing  Mar 15/22 

Tourism Partnership – Legal team meeting – 
MCC Legal – Awaiting information from legal and 
then setting a meeting. Preparing loan bylaw for 
next Council meeting. 
 
 

Ongoing  Mar 17/22 

STIP RR130 – BF13398 Tender Results.  The 
STIP grant for this bridge replacement was 
undertaken in November of 2020, and the design 
portion completed in November 2021 and reviews 
completed in December 2021. At that time, we 
anticipated that there may be an escalation in costs 
due to what we were seeing in the marketplace 
regarding construction materials (steel, concrete, 
fabrication cost increases, shortages of raw 
materials) and proceeded to tender to get some 
actual pricing.  
 
The STIP grant is based on a 75/25 basis and the 
project total of $885,867 ($752,928 construction, 
$132,939 engineering) was approved. Below is the 
bid summary. 

 
 
The County is responsible for 25% or $221,467. 
The escalation requires that an additional $420,660 
will be required to meet this tender. At the rate of 
further escalations, this number is very likely to 
exceed $500,000 in 35 days (term to award) 
commencing March 01/2022. The pre-tender 
estimate in December 2021 anticipated that the 
construction costs had escalated approximately 
35% at that time. From the STIP application in 
November 2020, the construction costs have 
escalated 56%, which was based on current unit 
rates at that time. The bid expires on April 05/2022. 
At the RMA, A meeting was held with Michael 
Botros (from AT) and a letter has been sent to the 
Minister requesting the escalation funding. 
 
 

  Mar 17/22 

Contract Equipment:  On March 7, 2022, Smoky 
Lake County Region encountered a severe 
Snowstorm that brought heavy snow with strong 
winds up to 60 km.  Public Works Department 
needed assistance in clearing County roads.  The 
Contractor’s with “Snow Removal Equipment” 
hired to assist Public Works in opening the roads:  
March 8, 2022:  One grader and Seven Tractors 
with plow and March 9, 2022:  Two Graders and 
Two Tractors with Plows 
 
Recommendation:   That Smoky Lake County 
approve the action taken for contracting 
equipment on March 8, 2022 and March 9, 2022 
to assist Public Works Department in snow 
removal for the severe weather winter snow 
that occurred on March 7, 2022. 
 
 

  Mar 09/22 
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Council Departmental meetings   Feb 22/22 

Smoky Lake Creek – Attached is the draft report 
(AE is currently finalizing) for the Smoky Lake 
Creek. This was an issue raised last summer and 
AE undertook the survey and study to undertake 
some work to rectify some of the issues. This 
channel was constructed with an incredibly flat 
gradient (modern equipment would have difficulty 
achieving this grade today) and the end result, in 
my opinion, was the creation of a very skinny and 
long (7 kms) storage pond. Parts of it do flow and 
there are some known beaver dams along this 
channel. AEP provided an easement and 
permission to undertake maintenance work on the 
channel in 1974, but to my knowledge, there has 
been little to no maintenance ever undertaken on 
this channel. 
 

  Mar 17/22 

Waskatenau/Legal – Proposed Development   Feb 22/22 
Feb 23/22 
Mar 03/22 
Mar 08/22 

RMA – Spring Session   Mar 14/22 
to 
Mar 16/22 

HWY 28/63 COMMISSION  
Commission Meetings – Organizational, 
Budget, draft bylaw issues 
 

  Ongoing 

WFL #128 Solicitor – Agreements/requirements: 
Met with Associated Engineering and later with the 
WFL Solicitor to review issues and plan the 
resolution of the agreements. 
 

  Mar 09/22 
Mar 11/22 

Bylaw Committee: The Committee got through 
about 2/3 of the definitions in the bylaw. Have 
scheduled another meeting. 
 

Ongoing  Mar 07/22 

FINANCIAL  

 
Projects 

Date 
In Progress 

Date 
Outstanding 

Date 
Completed 

Affordable Housing – Attended a webinar focused 
on Affordable Housing. Spent about a half hour and 
left as it seemed to be too subjective and approach 
and more of a generic survey of Provincial needs as 
opposed to grant funding opportunities. 
 

  Mar 09/22 

HUMAN RESOURCES  

 
Projects 

Date 
In Progress 

Date 
Outstanding 

Date 
Completed 

Legal – Managing Partner Deficiency Issues - 
Brownlee has provided a template for Review. 
Provided at the last meeting. Has there been any 
comments? 

Ongoing   

CUPE 4575: County completed negotiations.   Mar 03/22 

Public Works Clerk:  Received letter from Darline 
Zdebliak on March 1, 2022 – Re:  Officially retiring 
on May 15, 2022 after 43 years.  
 
Recommendation:   That Smoky Lake County 
accept with regret, the letter received from Mrs. 
Darline Zdebliak, dated March 1, 2022, 
announcing her retirement from the position of 
Public Works Clerk, after 43 years of service, 
effective May 15, 2022. 
 

  Mar 01/22 

COMMUNITY  

 
Projects 

Date 
In Progress 

Date 
Outstanding 

Date 
Completed 

Dr Retention Committee Meeting   Mar 03/22 

Smoky Lake Minor Hockey: Qualified for 
Provincials Championship in Sundre on March 
31 – April 3, 2022 and County provided $500.00 
as per Policy. 
 
 

  Mar 17/22 
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TRAINING 

    

COUNTY STRATEGIC PLAN 

N/A    

Signature: 
 
Gene Sobolewski    

County Council Meeting:    March 20, 2022 

  
BF13398 Funding 
525-22: Gawalko 
 

That Smoky Lake County confirm approval or rejection of funding in 
respect to the Bridge File which was identified as a critical priority for 
replacement on Range Road 130 as a result of inspections and testing, 
identified as BF13398 prior to April 5, 2022; and if provincial funding 
is rejected, cancel the BF13398 tender; and if provincial funding is 
approved, proceed to hold a Special Council Meeting to move forward 
on awarding the tender. 

Carried. 
 
 

Contract Equipment for March 7, 2022 Severe Weather Event Snow Removal 
526-22: Fenerty 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council approve the action taken by 
Administration in contracting the following local people with their 
private equipment on March 8, 2022 and March 9, 2022 to assist the 
Public Works Department with snow removal for emergency purposes 
after the severe winter weather event which occurred on March 7-8, 
2022 resulting in 12 inches of snowfall along with extreme winds 
causing drifts up to 8 feet high across roads: 

On March 8, 2022 
- Dallas Przekop – grader, 
- Trevor Cherniwchan – tractor with plow, 
- Collin Starchuk – tractor with plow, 
- Marion Chimko – tractor with plow, 
- Gerry Tchir – tractor with plow, 
- Dean Kozak – tractor with plow, 
- Brad Shapka – tractor with plow, 
- Jerry Repka – tractor with plow, and 
- Mike Diachyshyn – grader and dozer 

On March 9, 2022 
- Dallas Przekop – grader, 
- Mike Diachyshyn – grader, 
- Trevor Cherniwchan – tractor with plow, and 
- Collin Starchuk – tractor with plow, 

And assure County Employee: Marion Chimko, was not paid his regular 
wage March 8-9, 2022.  

Carried. 
 

Retirement Darlene Zdebliak – Public Works Shop Clerk  
527-22: Serben 
 

That Smoky Lake County accept with regret, the letter received from 
Mrs. Darline Zdebliak, dated March 1, 2022, announcing her retirement 
from the position of Public Works Clerk, after 43 years of service, 
effective May 15, 2022. 

Carried. 
 

Public Works Shop Clerk 2 – Employment Opportunity 
528-22: Gawalko 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council approve to advertise an employment 
opportunity to fill the position of Public Works Shop Clerk 2, pursuant 
to the proposed organizational chart, and as per the Collective 
Agreement with International Union of Operating Engineer’s IUOE 
Local 955. 

Carried. 
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Riverland Recreational Trail Society - Trail Sign Replacement/Repair Project 
529-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council approve to directly purchase the 

forty-three (43) “Recreation Trail Only” signs at a cost in the amount of 
$24.00/each, for the portion of the Iron Horse Trail within Smoky Lake 
County, from local business: Aston Signs, of Smoky Lake County, in 
response to the January 28, 2022 email request from Marianne Janke, 
Travel Lakeland / Alberta’s Iron Horse Trail on behalf of the Riverland 
Recreational Trail Society in respect to their Trail Sign Replacement / 
Repair Project.  

Carried. 
 

Financial Statements  
 As annexed to the minutes:  

 Financial Statement for the month of: January 2022. 
 

Action List(s) 
 Action Lists: 

i. County Council Departmental Meeting – February 22, 2022. © 
ii. County Council Meeting – February 24, 2022 

 
Chief Administrative Officer’s Report 
530-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County’s Chief Administrative Officer’s report for 

the period of February 21, 2022 to March 20, 2022, be accepted and 
filed for information. 

Carried. 
 
 

 5.    Issues for Information: 
 

Finance Manager’s Report: 
Actual to Budget Report 
 Brenda Adamson, Finance Manager presented an updated Financial 

Report for the period ending February 2, 2022. 
 

Utility Billing – February and March, 2022 
531-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council waive all late payment penalties on 

utility accounts for the months of February and March, 2022 due to 
system interruptions arising from the financial system conversion from 
Bellamy to Great Plains/Diamond; and post a “thank you for your 
patients” regarding same, on social media. 

Carried. 
 

Schedule Smoky Lake County Budget Meeting 
532-22: Gawalko That the next Smoky Lake County budget meetings be scheduled for 

Friday, April 22, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. and Thursday, May 5, 2022 at 9:00 
a.m. 

Carried. 
 

Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) 
533-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County approve to allocate funding from the 2022 

Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) Grant budget in 
accordance with Policy No. 08-17-01: Family and Community Support 
Services (FCSS) grant as follows:  
 
Community Group Eligibility Funding 
Aspen View Public 
Schools  

Local career fair for students. $1,000.00 

Town of Smoky 
Lake Library 

Social library programing for 
children and families. 

$6,500.00 

 
Carried. 
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Finance Manager’s Report 
534-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County’s Finance Manager’s report for the period 

ending February 2, 2022, be accepted, and filed for information. 
 

Carried. 
 

Division One Councillor’s Report on various Committees, Boards and Commissions 
 Dan Gawalko – Deputy Reeve & Division One Councillor’s report from 

various Committees, Boards and Commissions: 
 
March 17, 2022 - Vilna & Bellis Citizens on Patrol Meeting held at Bellis Hall 

• Meeting was called to order @ 7:05 pm RCMP officer gave a short report 
property crime is up, but personal crime is down they are still addressing 
vehicle thefts in the area, lots of people still leaving their vehicles unlocked 
and running. Today was the first day of the coffee with a cop program that is 
on the 3rd Thursday of the month. 

• Eric from the fish and wildlife dept. said the lakes are hard to get onto and 
some black bears have been out with the warm weather there are 2 sows near 
Garner Lake one with 3 cubs one with 4 cubs. There is a second officer in 
Smoky Lake now Nicholas Flag. All officers will have alcohol testing equipment 
by next week. Some big files have been moving through the court system and 
still lots of back log, he would like municipalities to push for more crown 
prosecutors to clear the courts. 

• The financial report was presented. 
• Some old business was taken care of ID cards are given out after 6 months of 

being a member, they are looking at purchasing a banner, meat raffle tickets 
were handed out for those interested in buying or selling a few books, all 
members that provided their emails can log onto the ACOPA website, 

• They discussed doing something for the Vilna centennial celebration, and they 
will be contacting Trevor T. to discuss some training for new members and to 
update some courses. 

• Next meeting is May 12, 7:00 pm @ Vilna cultural center. 
 
March 17, 2022, Evergreen Regional Waste Management Services Commission 
Meeting: 

• Brownlee law firm will be doing an orientation for staff and directors. 
• We had a look at the new CNRL contract for leachate disposal. 
• Barb from Joly McCarthy Dion will be at the next meeting going over the 

financials. 
• Paul gave a report from the Alberta Care conference which is attached to the 

evergreen info pkg. 
• We have an endorsed statement from RMA stating the town of Elk Point is 

insured through the commission. 
• Ashley presented the treasurers report. 
• Paul gave the site report, repairing pickup at Zarowny's, the annual report from 

Omni Mcann will be ready soon, looking to hire a gravel truck to haul clay, 
spring work is under way, The month of May we will be taking freon units in 
for freon talked about a relief worker that all municipalities could use, talked 
about a MSW baler to bale all municipal solid waste, the leachate is less and 
landfill cell will last longer. 

• Linda Salstrom gave a presentation on a MSW proposition and a MRF 
(material recovery Facility). 

• Environment 360 solutions bought out quick pick same routes and tonnage 
but will be signing a new agreement with them. 

• Next meeting will be on April 21J 2022 in St. Paul County office. 
• Any questions feel free to contact me at any time. 

 
Evergreen Regional Waste Management Services Commission Documents shared: 

• Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) Management & Processing Value Proposition, 
March 17, 2022. 

• ERWMSC – Budget to Actual, January 1, 2022 to February 28, 2022. 
• CNRL Leachate Disposal Contract. 
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Division Two Councillor’s Report on various Committees, Boards and Commissions 
 Linda Fenerty - Division Two Councillor’s written report from various 

Committees, Boards and Commissions: 
 
March 4, 2022 – Northern Lights Library System - NLLS (via Zoom): 

• Auditor’s report was presented with no significant findings identified by them. 
Deficit was questioned, auditor said it was mostly due to amortization. We 
have reserves to cover shortfall if required. 

• Chairperson’s Report – Several libraries toured throughout the area. It was 
interesting to discover how different municipalities and their libraries operate. 

• Library Manager’s Report – working on 2022 Summer Reading Program with 
many increased activities. 

• Alberta Library Trustee’s Association (ALTA) – discussion on who they are. 
They offer support, professional development, and education to library boards 

• Financial Report (YTD) – accepted as presented 
• Annual Conference – May 26-28 – May 26 is training for trustees, library 

managers, and Board Chairs. May 27 – main conference. May 28 – Annual 
General Meeting for the Board. 

• Next meeting will be May 28 @ 10:00 a.m. at NLLS (Elk Point) 
 
March 14, 2022 – Northeast Muni-Corr Ltd. 

• Due to Rural Municipalities Spring Convention, meeting was postponed until 
April 11 @ 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Division Three Councillor’s Report on various Committees, Boards and Commissions 
 Dominique Cere - Division Three Councillor’s report from various 

Committees, Boards and Commissions: 
 
None Submitted. 
 
 

Reeve - Division Four Councillor’s Report on various Committees, Boards & Commissions 
 Lorne Halisky - Reeve and Division Four Councillor’s report from 

various Committees, Boards and Commissions: 
 

February 22, 2022 – Council Departmental Operations meeting, held in Chambers (all 
Council) 

• Reviewed all management reports of activities and tasks completed. 
• Approved to amend the P&D position name of “Planning and Development 

Assistant” to “Planning Technician” and adjust the salary range to be $61,000 
to $88,000. 

 
February 23, 2022 – Joint Health & safety Committee Meeting, held virtually (Lorne & 
Dominique) 

• Approved to amend six policies to take corrective action in respect to rectifying 
deficiencies listed in the External Safety Audit - Action Plan document from 
Alberta Municipal Health and Safety (AMHSA). 

• Reviewed two incidents:  
• January 19, 2022 - worker was working on sand salt shed noticed block 

was hit and moved, and when investigated it was believed this happened 
some time ago, no damage to any of our loaders, interviewed all staff no 
one noticed it. 

• January 26, 2022 - worker turning around grader in taxpayer’s driveway, 
hit the post on the entry way, taxpayer was notified of this event.   

 
February 23, 2022 – Economic Development Workshop, held virtually/in Chambers (all 
Council)  

• Facilitated by Doug Griffiths, Chief Community Builder, 13 Ways Inc., as part 
of the ongoing Regional Service Delivery Review funded through the 2020/21 
– Alberta Community Partnership (ACP) Intermunicipal Collaboration Grant, 
with the Village of Vilna as the managing partner.  

• The Town of Smoky Lake and Village of Waskatenau also participated in the 
meeting. 

• The results will be acknowledged officially when they become available 
through a Council motion.  
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February 24, 2022 - Council Regular Meeting, held in Chambers (all Council) 
• Executed a funding agreement with Park Canada for the “North 

Saskatchewan River (AB) Management Plan for Canadian Heritage River 
Designation” totaling $45,000. 

• Received a presentation from the developer of Northern Lights R.V. Resort, 
located along Hwy 652 at Range Road 141. 

• Received a presentation from Riverland Recreational Trail Society & Alberta’s 
Iron Horse Trail on financial activities. 

• Amended Policy Statement No. 14-A.02-03: Incident Reporting. 
• Accepted the Victoria Trail Agricultural Society as an Additional Named 

Insurance with RMA Insurance under the County’s insurance umbrella. 
• Approve to submit a funding application for Electric Vehicle Charging Stations. 
• Approved the 2-year extension of Municipal Sustainability Initiative (MSI) 

grant. 
• Accept the Smoky Lake Region’s Doctor Retention and Recruitment 

Committee Year-2022 Budget, with the County’s portion of $14,640. 
• Proclaimed Economic Development Week to be May 9-13, 2022. 
• Acknowledged receipt of the Smoky Lake RCMP Detachment’s quarterly 

Community Policing Report for October 1st to December 31st, 2021. 
 

February 25, 2022 – Foundation CAO Evaluation Meeting, held virtually (Lorne, 
Dominique, Jered & Linda)  

• Discussion on CAO Evaluation process including the format, what other 
Foundation use/do etc.   

 
February 25, 2022 – RMA 101 Business Services Webinar (Lorne)  

• Discussed Canoe Insurance, Equipment Purchasing, Admin Services etc.   
 

March 2-3, 2022 – CUPE Collective Bargaining, held in Chambers (Lorne, Danny & 
Dominique) 

• Negotiated with the CUPE Local 4575 Employees to renew the collective 
agreement. 

  
March 4, 2022 - Minister of Justice and Solicitor General Meeting - Alberta Provincial 
Police Transition Study Engagement, held at Métis Crossing (Lorne, Danny, Jered & 
Dominique) 

• The meeting focused on key concepts presented in the transition Alberta 
Provincial Police Service Transition Study with the intent to refine the model 
presented by PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC).  and inform future decisions 
on an Alberta Provincial Police Service. 

 
March 7, 2022 – Highway 28/63 Regional Water Services Commission bylaw working 
group, held virtually/in Chambers (Lorne & Danny) 

• Held review in preparation for 2nd & 3rd readings of the Commission’s new 
Bylaw 008-2022 designed to cover the entire governance, administration and 
operation of the Commission in accordance with Bill 22 changes to the MGA.   

 
March 13-16, 2022 – RMA Convention, in Edmonton (Lorne, Linda, Dominque, Jered) 

• Session topics included: 
• Council’s Role in Strategic Planning & Service Delivery, 
• Role Clarity for Municipal Councillors, 
• The Revamp of Recycling: Alberta’s Journey to a Circular Economy, 
• Mayors and Reeves Meeting, March 14 (Lorne) 
• FCM’s President Update, 
• Federal Advocacy Panel, 
• Alberta Law Enforcement Response Teams (ALERT), 
• Infrastructure Asset Management Alberta (IAMA), 
• Strategic Communications for Tense Times, 
• Tips and Tools for Effective Council Meeting Participation, and 
• Rural Connectivity Solutions: Learnings from the Pandemic. 

 
March 15, 2022 – RCMP & Solicitor General Meeting at RMA Convention (Lorne, Linda, 
Dominque, Jered) 

• Held discussions to advocate the County’s following priorities: Crime 
Reduction- Prevent and Reduce Property Crimes, Visibility and Enforcement 
in the Community, Enhance Public Confidence and Engagement- 
Consultations and Connections, and Additional Member for the Smoky Lake 
Detachment. 
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Division Five Councillor’s Report on various Committees, Boards and Commissions 
 Jered Serben - Division Five Councillor written report from various 

Committees, Boards and Commissions: 
 

February 25, 2022 - Smoky Lake Foundation meeting, held Virtually 
• Motion to revise letter of employment to a contract 
• Motion to revise the CAO evaluation 

 
March 1, 2022 - Smoky Lake Foundation meeting, held Virtually 

• Smoky Lake and Waskatenau reports accepted as presented 
• Vilna report accepted as presented 
• Maintenance: Q. Halisky questioned the turn around time on newly vacant 

rooms. A. approximately one week. Q. Prockiw – Zurusky questioned whether 
the foundation provides internet to self contained units. A. Leslie explained it’s 
the tenant’s responsibility for their own service. Maintenance report accepted 
as information. 

• CAO report accepted as presented 
• Financial report accepted as presented 
• Review of policies tabled 
• GIC matured, re – invested into 90 – day Notice of Demand account 
• Motion to research 3rd party services of appraisal for Smoky Lake Foundation 

operations that will be brought back to the chair 
• Next regular meeting April 5th, 2022, at 9 am at Town Council Chambers. 

 
 
 

Councillors Reports on Various Committees, Boards and Commissions 
535-22: Serben That the Smoky Lake County Councillor’s reports received for the 

period of February 2022 to March 2022, be filed for information and the 
Reeve’s Report received for the period of February 18, 2022, to March 
15, 2022, be posted to the County’s website. 
 

Carried. 
 
 
 

Regional Community Development Committee (RCDC) – 2021 Expenditures 
536-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County, as a municipality in partnership of the 

Regional Community Development Committee (RCDC) with the Town 
of Smoky Lake, and the Village of Vilna approve for the Managing 
Partner, Smoky Lake County to invoice for the 2021 Economic 
Development to each respective municipalities based on Year 2021 
actual expenditure costs incurred by RCDC. 
 

Carried. 
 
 

Schedule a Policy Committee Meeting 
537-22: Cere That the next Smoky Lake County Policy Committee Meeting be 

scheduled for Wednesday, May 11, 2021 at 9:00 a.m., to be held 
virtually, through Electronic Communication Technology as per Bylaw 
1376-20 and/or physically in County Council Chambers.  
 

Carried. 
 
 

Additional Named Insured – Waskatenau Pryveet Dance Club 
538-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the following 

information from the Waskatenau Pryveet Dance Club, as an Added 
Named Insured (ANI) under the County’s insurance umbrella:    
 Minutes of January 11, 2022, and March 1, 2022.  

 
Carried. 
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RCMP Liaison Committee – Invitation for Coffee with a Cop 
539-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County approve action taken on March 14, 2022 in 

advertising on social media, the Smoky Lake RCMP Detachment’s 
“Coffee with a Cop” events scheduled for the third Thursday of each 
month in 2022, as per the request from Roxanne Genereaux, Acting 
Detachment Commander, Smoky Lake RCMP Detachment, dated 
March 11, 2022. 

Carried. 
 

 6.    Correspondence: 
 

Vilna & District Agricultural Society – Request for Funding 
540-22: Gawalko 
 

That Smoky Lake County defer discussion of the letter received from 
Charlie Leskiw, President, Vilna Agricultural Society, dated February 
17, 2022, requesting $20,000.00 of funding towards the Vilna 
Boomtown Days - “Vilna Celebrates” 50th anniversary for Vilna Ag 
Society, as well as the 100th anniversaries for the Village, School, and 
Pool Hall; until a further information is obtained in respect to the 
proposed breakdown of expenses requiring funding.  

Carried. 
 
 

Minister of Municipal Affairs 
541-22: Gawalko 
 

That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the correspondence 
from Ric McIver, Minister of Municipal Affairs, dated February 24, 
2022, in respect to the Year-2022 Provincial Budget, and announcing 
the Alberta’s government is investing approximately $980 million 
overall to build stronger communities across our province. 

Carried. 
 
 

Village of Waskatenau – Request for Bylaw Enforcement Services 
542-22: Serben 
 

That Smoky Lake County administration meet with the administrations 
of  the Village of Waskatenau, Village of Vilna and Town of Smoky 
Lake, to explore bylaw enforcement services, in response to the letter 
received from Bernice Macyk, Village of Waskatenau Chief 
Administrative Officer, dated February 23, 2022, in respect to a motion 
passed at Waskatenau’s’ February 17, 2022 Council meeting to inquire 
if the Smoky Lake County can assist the Village of Waskatenau with 
Bylaw Enforcement for Dog Control within the Village. 

Carried. 
 
 

Alberta Mayors, Reeves and Indigenous Leaders Caucus 
543-22: Gawalko 
 

That Smoky Lake County’s Reeve & Deputy Reeve attend the Alberta 
Mayors, Reeves and Indigenous Leaders Caucus, on the preferred date 
of April 13, 2022, at the Regional Recreation Centre in Two Hills, in 
response to the letter from Leonard Ewanishan, Mayor of the Town of 
Two Hills, received in March, 2022.  

Carried. 
 
 

Municipal Stimulus Program (MSP) - BF09915 & Range Road 181 Rehabilitation Projects 
544-22: Serben 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge receipt of the letter 
from Ric McIver, Minister of Municipal Affairs, dated February 15, 
2022, approving funding for the new Bridge File BF09915 
Rehabilitation project, as well as granting the request for a time 
extension on the previously approved Range Road 181 Rehabilitation 
Municipal Stimulus Program (MSP) project, and affirming the MSP 
funding for these projects must be expended by December 31, 2022, as 
further exemptions will not be granted.  

Carried. 
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Vilna & District Municipal Library – Year-2022 Membership Fees 
545-22: Fenerty  
 

That Smoky Lake County provide funding in the amount of $450.00, 
allocated from Grant to Individuals and Organizations, to the Vilna & 
District Municipal Library, towards their Year-2022 membership fees, 
in response to the letter received from Rebeka-Lynn Harakal, Vilna & 
District Municipal Library Manager, dated March 2022. 

Carried. 
 
 

Vilna & District Municipal Library - Computer Courses 
546-22: Gawalko 
 

That Smoky Lake County recommend the Vilna & District Municipal 
Library contact Smoky Lake County Community Learning Council to 
facilitate Computer Courses, in response to the letter received from 
Rebeka-Lynn Harakal, Vilna & District Municipal Library Manager, 
dated March 2022. 

Carried. 
 
 

     Additions to the Agenda: 
 

Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) Annual Conference and Trade Show 
547-22: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council who can attend – attend the 

Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) Annual Conference and 
Trade Show, scheduled for June 2-5, 2022, in Regina, Saskatchewan.  
 

Carried. 
 

 9.    Information Release: 
 

Monthly Release of Information - March 2022  
548-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County’s following correspondence released to 

Smoky Lake County Council in accordance with Policy Statement No. 
01-28-02: Council - Request for Information, for the month of March 
2022, be (F) filed for information or (A) acknowledged receipt: 
 

 R07-22: Nancy Broadbent, President & CEO, Portage College, 
dated February 15, 2022 – Re: Grand Opening of the newly 
created Indigenous Cultural Space at the Portage College Lac 
La Biche Campus on March 4th, 2022. F 

 R08-22: RMA: Contact Newsletter: February 25, 2022. F 
 R09-22: Rural Health Professions Action Plan Information 

Session – Alberta Farm Mental Health Network: March 17, 
2022. F 

 R10-22: RMA: Contact Newsletter: March 4, 2022. F 
 R11-22: RMA Spring Calendar and RCMP K Division Spring 

Meeting. F 
 R12-22: UCC Alberta – E-Bulletin: March 10, 2022. F 
 R13-22: Aspen View Board Highlights –February 24, 2022. F 
 R14-22: RMA: Contact Newsletter: March 11, 2022. F 
 R15-22: LICA Update: AEP – Stormwater Management 

Engagement. F 
 R16-22: Donations for Ukraine. F 
 R17-22: UCC Alberta – E-Bulletin: March 18, 2022. F 

 
 

Carried. 
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Thank You to Smoky Lake County 
 There was no “Thank You” correspondence received in the month of 

February 2022. 
 
 

 10.   Bills & Accounts: 
 

549-22: Gawalko That all the Smoky Lake County Bills and Accounts approved for 
payment, including the bills and accounts recommended for payment by 
the Natural Gas Council, and including transfers to the Payroll Account, 
be filed for information: 
 
County Council Meeting:  Mar. 24th, 2022 
Batch # Cheque Numbers Total of Batch 
58257 52065 $2,666.37 
58273 52066 to 52087 $75,333.10 
58285 52088 to 52105 $315,940.43 
58314 52106 to 52125 $61,157.46 
58330 52126 TO 52151 $54,324.12 
Total Cheques from 52065 to 52125 $509,421.48 

    
Batch # EFT Numbers Total of Batch 
58257 776 $39,307.88 
58273 777 to 793 $151,065.47 
58285 794 to 803 $9,601.94 
58314 804 to 813 $75,768.57 
58330 814 TO 837 $674,177.26 
Total  EFTs from 776 to 837 $949,921.12 

    
Direct Debit Register  
Batch # Description Total of Batch 
58252 My HAS $221.00 
58279 My HAS $692.84 
58287 My HAS $917.51 
58289 My HAS $71.83 
58290 Smoky Lake County $347,556.26 
58320 Enterprise Fleet Mgmnt $126.24 
Total Direct Debits $349,585.68 

    
Grand Total Bills and Accounts $1,808,928.28 
(Note: From General Account)   

 
 

Carried. 
 
 

 11.  Date and Time of Next Meeting(s): 
 

County Council Departmental Meeting 
550-22: Cere The next Smoky Lake County Council Departmental Meeting be 

scheduled for Tuesday, April 26, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. and Tuesday, May 
24, 2022 9:00 a.m. to be held virtually, through Electronic 
Communication Technology as per Bylaw 1376-20 and/or physically in 
County Council Chambers.  
 

Carried. 
 
 
 
 



County Council Meeting          15117 
March 24, 2022 & reconvened on March 28, 2022 

County Council Meeting 
551-22: Serben  The next Smoky Lake County Council Meeting be scheduled for 

Thursday, April 28, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. and Thursday, May 26, 2022 
9:00 a.m. to be held virtually, through Electronic Communication 
Technology as per Bylaw 1376-20 and/or physically in County Council 
Chambers.  
 

Carried. 
 
 

 ADJOURNMENT: 
 

552-22: Serben That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting of March 24, 2022, be 
adjourned, time 12:34 p.m.. 
 
 
 

     
   ________________________________ 

   REEVE 
  

 S E A L 
  ________________________________ 

 CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 


