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 SMOKY LAKE COUNTY 

 
Minutes of the Agricultural Service Board Meeting held on Tuesday, 
February 15, 2022, at 9:05 A.M. held virtually online through 
Electronic Communication Technology: Zoom Meeting and physically 
in County Council Chambers. 

The meeting was called to Order by the Chairperson, Dan Gawalko, in 
the presence of the following persons: 
 

   ATTENDANCE 
 Div. No. Councillor(s) Tuesday, Feb .15, 2022 
 1 Dan Gawalko Present in Chambers 
 2 Linda Fenerty Present in Chambers 
 3 Dominique Cere Present in Chambers 
 4 Lorne Halisky Present in Chambers 
 5 Jered Serben Present in Chambers 
 CAO Gene Sobolewski Present in Chambers 
 Assist. CAO Lydia Cielin Virtually Present 
 Finance Manager Brenda Adamson Absent 
 Ag. Fieldman Carleigh McMullin Virtually Present 
 Assist. Ag. Fieldman Amanda Kihn Virtually Present 
 Legislative Svcs./R.S. Patti Priest Virtually Present 
 Communications Tech  Evonne Zukiwski Virtually Present 
 ********************************************************* 
  

No Members of the Media were Present.  
No Members of the Public were Present. 
 
 

 2.     Agenda: 
 

349-22: Halisky That the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board Meeting 
Agenda for Tuesday, February 15, 2022, be adopted as presented.  
 

Carried Unanimously. 
 
 

 3. Minutes: 
 

350-22: Fenerty That the Minutes of the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service 
Board Meeting held on Tuesday, December 14, 2021, be adopted as 
presented. 

Carried. 
 
 

351-22: Halisky That the Action List from the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service 
Board Meeting held on Tuesday, December 14, 2021, be adopted as 
presented. 

Carried. 
 
 

 
 

Carole Dowhaniuk, GIS Operator, virtually joined the meeting, time 
9:09 a.m. 
 

 
 

Kyle Schole, Planning Technician, virtually joined the meeting, time 
9:13 a.m. 
 

 
 

Daniel Moric, Natural Gas Manager, virtually joined the meeting, time 
9:15 a.m. 
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 4.    Request for Decision: 
 

Nuisance Cat Control in Hamlets 
352-22: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council take no action to creating a new 

bylaw which would include “Nuisance Cat Control in Hamlets” in 
reference to Bylaw No. 1344-19: Dog Control; and provide ratepayers 
with information on the County website outlining options on how to 
deter stray cats, as the County does not enforce cat control. 
 

Carried. 
 
 

 
 

Dave Franchuk, Environmental Operations Manager, virtually joined 
the meting, time 9:22 a.m. 
 
 

Policy Statement No. 62-10-08 Agricultural Service Board Business Plan 
353-22: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council amend Policy Statement No. 62-10-

08 Agricultural Service Board Business Plan 2022 to include 
amendments to the Soil Conservation strategy and the addition of the 
Animal Health Act strategy to comply with the 2021 Smoky Lake Field 
Visit, held on June 29, 2021, by Alberta Agriculture, Forestry and 
Rural Economic Development results, as follows: 
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Carried. 
 

 
 

Alyssa Krawchuk, Manager, Forage and Livestock Program, Lakeland 
Agricultural Research Association (LARA), virtually joined the 
meeting, time 9:29 a.m. 
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2022 Farmers and Ranchers Appreciation Day Event 
354-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County host a barbeque lunch event for the Year-

2022 Farmers and Ranchers Appreciation Day to be scheduled on June 
18, 2022, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., at the Smoky Lake Agricultural 
Complex, in the Town of Smoky Lake, in conjunction with the Bellis 
4-H Beef Show, if possible. 

Carried. 
 

 7. Delegation: 
 

Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) 
 Virtually present before Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service 

Board from 9:43 a.m. to 9:57 a.m., was Alyssa Krawchuk, Manager, 
Forage and Livestock Program, Lakeland Agricultural Research 
Association (LARA), to provide Council a breakdown of funding 
allocation towards extension and research for information: 
 
 The Smoky Lake Plot Tour will be scheduled for August 11, 2022.  
 Can set up a LARA booth at the Smoky Lake County 2022 Farmers 

and Ranchers Appreciation Event. 
 Finalizing the annual report which will be available at the Annual 

General Meeting, scheduled for March 1, 2022,  
 LARA Annual General Meeting, at the Ashmont Agri-plex, includes 

supper - March 1, 2022, at 3:00 pm - 8:30 pm, with a mini-
tradeshow and optional 15-minute presentation available for 
partners to set up a booth and/or make a presentation. 

 Webinars:  
o Intercropping Webinar Series – February 17, 2022, at 1:00 pm - 

3:00 pm, 
o Agronomy Update - February 24, 2022, at 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm, 
o Alberta Verified Beef Production + Training - March 8, 2022, 

at 7:00 pm - 9:30 pm, 
o Cover Crops and Cows - March 9, 2022, at 7:00 pm - 9:30 pm 
o Finding Fairness in Farm Transitions - March 15, 2022, at 7:00 

pm - 9:00 pm, and 
o Working Well - March 23, 2022, at 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm. 
 

 
 

Alyssa Krawchuk, Manager, Forage and Livestock Program, Lakeland 
Agricultural Research Association (LARA), virtually left the meeting, 
time 9:57 a.m. 
 

 4.    Request for Decision: 
 

2022 Farm Family Awards 
355-22: Jered That Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board identify a Farm 

Family in Division 5, in accordance with Policy Statement No. 62-22-
05: Northlands Farm Family Award, and prior to the nomination 
deadline of June 30, 2022, to be nominated for the Year-2022 Farm 
Family Award.  

Carried. 
 

Lakeland Agricultural Research Association Year-2022 Contract 
356-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County execute the Lakeland Agricultural Research 

Association (LARA) contract for Year-2022 of the Operating Funding 
Agreement commencing January 1, 2022 to December 31, 2022 with a 
County funding contribution in the amount of $55,000.00 towards 
LARA’s extension programming services.  

Carried. 
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Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) 
357-22: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board, accept the verbal 

report from Alyssa Krawchuk, Manager, Forage and Livestock 
Program, Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA), for 
information as presented on February 15, 2022. 

Carried. 
 

 5. Issues for Information: 
 

Agricultural Service Board Chairperson’s Report 
 The Agricultural Service Board Chairperson: Dan Gawalko Councillor 

Division 1, provided the following written Agricultural Service Board 
Chairperson’s report: 
 
December 13 2021 meeting Ashmont Agri-plex 
 Alyssa presented the interim draft budget for 2022 which was approved by the board. 
 The title cropping program co-ordinator was changed to cropping program manager. 
 A Farm RITE meeting was held on Nov. 15 via zoom main topics of discussion was RDAR's 

perspective on research conducted by forage and research assoc. in Alberta they are also asking for a 
meeting with the new Ag minister. 

 Alyssa gave the managers report the new website is up and running please check that out ,the forage 
harvester has been fixed, RDAR funded an economic analysis project for the associations to better 
understand the impact they have across the province which should help with discussions on why 
RDAR should still provide a core fund to the associations moving forward, working on CAP grant 
reports, new led office lights have been installed working on a corporate sponsorship package for next 
year as well as a research document that could be used for seeking grants or contract work, looking 
into having a strategic 

 planning session in March and also looking into prices for a new truck. 
 Research program report lots of producer feed samples have been going out assisted a local producer 

with ration balancing through Cow Bytes, helped with the mental health workshop, attended multiple 
ARVA meetings discussing the RVT program and regional silage trials, pest survey has been sent out 
looking to start certified crop advisor accreditation next year. 

 Environmental program report by Kellie she is working on alternative soil health academy for 2022, did 
some EFP's, participated in the Beaver river watershed management plan and the connect for food 
initiative, working with food and water well ness foundation on the living labs application, hosted a 
meeting with other ARA's for the potential development of a hemp project application to RDAR, hosted 
the Lesley Kelly event on Nov 16, the rancher research project videos have been released for viewing 
on You Tube. 

 Jay presented the LFA report the new dugout has been dug and will determine in January if we will be 
seeking any new patrons for next year. 

 The HR committee will be meeting to discuss staff salary and wages as well as new updated job 
descriptions in the new year. 

 RVT trials are now handled by the Alberta wheat and barley commissions following inspections the 
ARA's had issues with trial quality this year, LARA has been managing 2 sites since 1991 the Ft. Kent 
site is volunteer so is unpaid and the site in St. Paul it costs over $100/plot and the AWC & ABC pay 
$55/plot therefore counties are subsidizing the program some associations are looking at dropping the 
unpaid sites and dropping the program altogether.  

 Will be having future discussions with our partner counties in 2022 about long term goals and visions, 
results driven research and economic analysis. 

 A decision was made to host the board meetings on the last Monday of the month. 
 The next meeting is January 31 2022 @ 1:00pm. 
 
January 31 2022 meeting virtual 
 Alyssa presented the 2022 budget which was adopted with the increase to utilities. 
 Wanda LARA's chair attended ROAR's AGM on January 18 and the HR committee meeting on 

January 19th and she received a call from the new chair of ARECA lobbying on 5-year funding and 
working on a forage strategy their AGM will be held on March 9 & 10 in Edmonton AB. 

 Farm RITE report by Alyssa, had several meetings in preparation for ROAR's AGM, hoping to set up a 
meeting with the new ag minister Nate Horner. 

 She also gave the managers report the contract with Lac La Biche county has been signed, posted the 
summer jobs received 2 applications so far, working on a document outlining prices for contract 
research trials, completed a research capacity document to assist with pursuing research projects, 
worked with Kellie to finalize the LARA survey, attended the ROAR AGM and HR committee meetings 
doing up the annual reports and seed sourcing the 2022 silage trials, also did an updated covid policy. 

 Amanda gave the research report busy with grant reports finalized and sent trial data for ultra early 
wheat trial, attended ROAR AGM & wheat comm. AGM and several webinars. 

 Kellie gave the AESA report presented and discussed the LARA survey assisted with submitting the 
grants for living labs, assisted producers with some Cap grants and EFP's, planning extension events 
and Kellie is the zone 8 coordinator for the classroom agriculture program for grade 4 which is coming 
back in 2022. 

 Alyssa presented the financial report, and a discussion was held about some outstanding invoices. 
 LFA will be having an AGM in the coming weeks. 
 The HR committee did a COLA review and updated all job descriptions. 
 I brought up motion 109-21 from Smoky Lake County requesting a 25% reduction regarding our 

funding contribution to LARA from 55,000 dollars to 41,250 dollars for the 2022 year and to focus on 
more cattle production related items and the board took the request into consideration but will hold 
funding at the current level for 2022 and will be discussing with partner counties and municipalities 
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what direction and programs they would like to have going forward any suggestions are welcome. 

 Upcoming events- Inter cropping webinar series February 8, 10 &17th, Agronomy update February 24, 
Cover cropping & cows with Kevin Elmy March 9th, webinar with Elaine Froese March 15th, working 
well workshop March 23, and LARA's annual general meeting March 1 2022 at Ashmont Agri-plex. 

 For the minutes or financial statements feel free to call the LARA office in Ft. Kent if you have any 
questions feel free to call me at anytime. 

 Next meeting February 28, 2022 at 1:00 pm 
 

Agricultural Service Board Chairperson’s Report 
358-22: Halisky That the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board Chairman’s 

report for the period: December 15, 2021, to February 15, 2022, in 
regard to the Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA), be 
accepted for information. 

Carried. 
 

Agricultural Fieldman’s Report: 
359-22: Cere That the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Fieldman’s written Report 

as of February 8, 2022, be accepted and filed for information. 
Carried. 

 
 
 

Scott Franchuk, Fire Chief, virtually joined the meeting, time 10:29 
a.m. 
 

Provincial Agricultural Service Board – Smoky Lake County 2021 Field Visit 
360-22: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board acknowledge 

receipt and accept the recommendations of the Provincial Agricultural 
Service Board (ASB) – Smoky Lake County 2021 Field Visit report, 
dated June 29, 2021, stating Smoky Lake County was able to 
demonstrate they had programs related to each of the funding streams 
indicating effective use of ASB grant dollars to support activities 
related to the administration of legislative requirements under the 
Agricultural Service Board Act and enhanced environmental 
awareness. 

Carried. 
 

 6. Correspondence: 
 

Veterinary Services Incorporated (V.S.I.) Support 
361-22: Fenerty That the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board, acknowledge 

receipt of the letter from John Burrows, Mayor, Woodlands County, 
dated December 8, 2021, regarding Veterinary Services Incorporated 
(V.S.I.) Support; and bring forward further information on the subject 
matter for awareness and further discussion to a future Smoky Lake 
County Agricultural Service Board meeting. 

Carried. 
 

Alberta Invasive Species Council 
362-22: Serben 
 
 

That Smoky Lake County approving sponsorship funds in the amount 
of $1,000.00 to the Alberta Invasive Species Council, as a bronze 
partner, in response to the correspondence received from Megan Evans, 
Executive Director, Alberta Invasive Species Council, dated December 
13, 2021.  

Carried. 
 

Agricultural Service Board Chairman County of Warner 
363-22: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board acknowledge 

receipt of the copied letter from Shawn Rodgers, Agricultural Service 
Board Chairman, County of Warner, to the Minister of Environment 
and Climate Change, dated December 20, 2021, encouraging the 
Minister to continue to review how best to achieve the fertilizer 
emissions target without placing limits on overall crop production; and 
provide a letter supporting same with carbon copies to the Local MP, 
and Local MLA. 

Carried. 
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Farm Safety Centre 
364-22: Halisky That Smoky Lake County contribute funding for Year 2022 in the 

amount of $623.00 to Alberta Farm Safety Centre towards the “Safety 
Smarts” school-based farm safety program for safety initiatives to 
reduce farm injuries and fatalities involving children; as per the letter 
received from Jordan Jensen, Executive Director, Farm Safety Centre, 
dated January 6, 2022; and extend an invitation to attend the Smoky 
Lake County Year-2022 Farmer & Ranchers Appreciation Day event, 
scheduled for June 2022. 

Carried. 
 

Next Meeting  
365-22: Fenerty That the next Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board 

Meeting be scheduled for Tuesday, April 12, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. to be 
held virtually, through Electronic Communication Technology as per 
Bylaw 1376-20 and/or physically in County Council Chambers. 
 

Carried. 
 

 ADJOURNMENT: 
 

366-22: Halisky That the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board Meeting of 
February 15, 2022, be adjourned, time 10:48 a.m. 

   Carried. 
 

 
                                    _________________________________ 

    CHAIRPERSON 
 
 
 
 

    S E A L 
  _________________________________  

 CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 


