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 SMOKY LAKE COUNTY 
 

Minutes of the County Council Meeting held on Wednesday, 
December 14, 2022 at 9:06 A.M. held virtually online through 
Electronic Communication Technology: Zoom Meeting and physically 
in Council Chambers. 

The meeting was called to order by the Reeve, Mr. Lorne Halisky, in 
the presence of the following persons: 
 

   ATTENDANCE 
 Div. No. Councillor(s) Wednesday, Dec. 14, 2022 
 1 Dan Gawalko Present in Chambers 
 2 Linda Fenerty Present in Chambers 
 3 Dominique Cere Present in Chambers 
 4 Lorne Halisky Present in Chambers 
 5 Jered Serben Present in Chambers 
 CAO Gene Sobolewski Present in Chambers 
 Assistant CAO Lydia Cielin Absent 
 Finance Manager Brenda Adamson Present in Chambers 
 Executive Svcs/R.S. Patti Priest Virtually Present 
 Plan/Dev Manager Jordan Ruegg Virtually Present 
 Planning Technician Kyle Schole Virtually Present 
 ********************************************************* 
 Observers in Attendance Upon Call to Order: 
 Comm. Officer Evonne Zukiwski Virtually Present  
 GIS Operator Carole Dowhaniuk Virtually Present 
 Natural Gas Manager Daniel Moric Virtually Present  
 Acting Ag. Fieldman Amanda Kihn Virtually Present 
 Bylaw Enforcement Tate Murphy Virtually Present 
 Public 2 Member Virtually Present 
 Media N/A Absent 
    

 2. Agenda: 
 

166-22: Serben That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting Agenda for Wednesday, 
December 14, 2022, be adopted, as amended: 
 

Additions to the Agenda: 
1. Year-2022 Tax Sale – Sold Tax Roll #27150120 on Lot 20; 

Block 1; Plan 1039CL. 
2. Year-2022 Tax Sale – Tax Agreement Tax Roll #19602311 

SE-23-60-19-W4. 
3. Year-2023 Natural Gas Budget. 
4. Policy Statement No. 62-22-05: Northlands Farm Family. 

 
Carried Unanimously. 

  
 3.  Minutes: 

 
Minutes of September 29, 2022 - County Council CAO Evaluation Meeting 
167-22: Gawalko That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council for the Purpose 

of the CAO Evaluation Meeting held on Thursday, September 29, 
2022, be adopted as presented. 

Carried. 
 

Minutes of October 11, 2022 - County Council CAO Evaluation Meeting 
168-22: Serben That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council for the Purpose 

of the CAO Evaluation Meeting held on Tuesday, October 11, 2022, 
be adopted as presented. 

Carried. 
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Minutes of October 17, 2022 - County Council Budget Meeting 
169-22: Fenerty That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting held on 

Monday, October 17, 2022, be adopted as presented. 
Carried. 

 
Minutes of October 18, 2022 - County Council Departmental Operations 
170-22: Fenerty That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Departmental 

Operations Meeting held on Tuesday, September 18, 2022, be adopted 
as presented. 

Carried. 
 

Minutes of October 24, 2022 - County Council CAO Evaluation Meeting 
171-22: Cere That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council for the Purpose 

of the CAO Evaluation Meeting held on Monday, October 24, 2022, 
be adopted as presented. 

Carried. 
 

Minutes of October 26, 2022 - County Council Organizational Meeting 
172-22: Serben That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Committee of 

the Whole for the Purpose of Administration Meeting held on 
Wednesday, October 26, 2022, be adopted as presented. 

Carried. 
 

Minutes of October 26, 2022 – County Council Meeting 
173-22: Gawalko That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting held on 

Wednesday, October 26, 2022, be adopted as presented. 
Carried. 

 
Minutes of November 15, 2022 - County Council Departmental Operations 
174-22: Fenerty That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Departmental 

Operations Meeting held on Tuesday, November 15, 2022, be adopted 
as presented. 

Carried. 
 

Minutes of November 15, 2022 - County Council Budget Meeting 
175-22: Gawalko That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting held on 

Tuesday, November 15, 2022, be adopted as presented. 
Carried. 

 
Minutes of November 17, 2022 - County Council Committee of the Whole - Administration 
176-22: Serben That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Committee of 

the Whole for the Purpose of Administration Meeting held on 
Thursday, November 17, 2022, be adopted as presented. 

Carried. 
 

Minutes of November 17, 2022 – Special County Council 
177-22: Gawalko That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting held on 

Thursday, November 17, 2022, be adopted as presented. 
Carried. 

 
 4. Request for Decision: 

 
Bylaw No. 1425-22: Village of Vilna & County Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP) 
178-22: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 1425-22: Village of Vilna and 

Smoky Lake County Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP), for 
the purpose adopting an IDP, be given FIRST READING; and 
schedule and advertise a Joint Public Hearing with the Village of Vilna 
in Q1 of 2023.  

Carried. 
 

 
 

Jordan Ruegg, Planning and Development Manager, virtually joined the 
meeting, time 9:13 a.m. 
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Bylaw No. 1426-22: Town of Smoky Lake & County Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP) 
179-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 1426-22: Town of Smoky Lake 

and Smoky Lake County Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP), 
for the purpose adopting an IDP, be given FIRST READING; and 
schedule and advertise a Joint Public Hearing with the Town of Smoky 
Lake in Q1 of 2023.  

Carried. 
 
 

Bylaw No. 1421-22: Waskatenau Intermunicipal Water and Wastewater Servicing 
180-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 1421-22: Waskatenau 

Intermunicipal Water and Wastewater Servicing, for the purpose of 
adopting the village of Waskatenau and Smoky Lake County Section 54 
agreement (intermunicipal water and wastewater servicing) pursuant to 
the Municipal Government Act, being chapter m-26 of the revised 
statutes of Alberta 2000, and amendments thereto, be given SECOND 
READING.  

Carried. 
 
Moved by Councillor Serben, that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1421-22: Waskatenau Intermunicipal Water and Wastewater 
Servicing, for the purpose of adopting the Village of Waskatenau and 
Smoky Lake County Section 54 agreement (intermunicipal water and 
wastewater servicing) pursuant to the Municipal Government Act, being 
chapter m-26 of the revised statutes of Alberta 2000, and amendments 
thereto, be given the THIRD and FINAL READING and that the 
Reeve and the Chief Administrative Officer are hereby authorized to fix 
their signatures to all necessary documents and that the corporate seal 
also be fastened where it is deemed to be necessary. 

Carried. 
 
 

Realignment of Portions of Victoria Trail – Pt. NW-12-58-18-W4M 
181-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County proceed with the surveying and preparation 

of a Road Plan to rectify the encroachment of the Victoria Trail onto the 
lands legally described as Pt. NW-12-58-18-W4M, and negotiate with 
the landowner to obtain the necessary land required for the registration 
of said Road Plan, with the Alberta Land Titles Office. 

Carried. 
 
 

Policy Statement No. 07-08-01: Alberta’s Lakeland Destination Marketing Organization 
(DMO) - Liaison Committee Terms of Reference 
182-22: Gawalko 
 
 

That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 07-08-01: Alberta’s 
Lakeland Destination Marketing Organization (DMO) - Liaison 
Committee Terms of Reference, be adopted: 
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Carried. 
 

Policy Statement No. 62-11-01: Lakeland Industry and Community Association (LICA) - 
Liaison Committee Terms of Reference 
183-22: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 62-11-01: Lakeland 

Industry and Community Association (LICA) - Liaison Committee 
Terms of Reference, be adopted: 

 
Carried. 
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Alberta Coordinated Action for Recycling Enterprises (CARE) – Spring Seminar 
184-22: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council and relevant Staff who can attend – 

attend the 12th Annual Alberta Coordinated Action for Recycling 
Enterprises (CARE) Spring Seminar, scheduled for February 22-24, 
2023, at the Strathmore, Alberta. 

Carried. 
 

 
 

8. Executive Session: 

Legal Issues:  
Victoria District National Historic Site River Lot 10 - Victoria Park Cemetery 
Rural Municipalities Association (RMA) Resolutions 
185-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council go into Executive Session, to discuss 

two Legal Issues at: 
 9:40 a.m. under the authority of the FOIP Action Sections 16: 

business interests of a third party, Section 21: Intergovernmental 
relations, Section 24: Advice from officials and Section 28: 
Conservation of heritage sites, in regard to River Lot 10, Victoria 
District National Historic Site River Lot 10 (RL-10, VIC 
SETTLEMENT) - Victoria Park Cemetery; and 

 9:58 a.m. under the authority of the FOIP Action Section 21: 
Intergovernmental relations and Section 24: Advice from 
Officials, in regard to the Rural Municipalities Association 
(RMA) Resolutions; 

in the presence of all Council, Chief Administrative Officer, Finance 
Manager, Planning and Development Manager, Planning Technician, 
and Executive Services Clerk. 

Carried. 
 

186-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council go out of Executive Session, time 
10:05 a.m. 

Carried. 
 

Victoria District National Historic Site of Canada River Lot 10 - Victoria Park Cemetery 
187-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council approve to transfer the lands known 

as the Victoria Park Cemetery located on part of River Lot 10 (RL-10, 
VIC SETTLEMENT) to the Metis Nation of Alberta (MNA) at no cost 
to the County, in accordance with the Municipal Government Act: 
Subdivision and Development Regulations, and Policy Statement 61-10-
01: Disposition of County Owned Property. 

Carried. 
 

Victoria District National Historic Site of Canada River Lot 10 - Plaque Site 
188-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County initiate a subdivision of the Victoria District 

National Historic Site of Canada (NHSC) plaque site and enter into a 
sale agreement with Métis Crossing for the +/- 11-acre remainder of 
Rive Lot 10, at market value, based on the Public Land Sale Application 
200011 appraisal, in accordance with the Municipal Government Act 
and Policy Statement 61-10-01: Disposition of County Owned Property. 
 

Carried. 
 

Victoria District National Historic Site of Canada River Lot 10 – Partial Road Closure 
189-22: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County initiate a partial road closure of the 

government road allowance adjacent River Lot 10, to be transferred to 
the Metis Nation of Alberta (MNA) in accordance with the Municipal 
Government Act: Subdivision and Development Regulations, and 
Policy Statement 61-10-01: Disposition of County Owned Property. 
and Policy Statement 03-16: Road Closure or Cancellation. 

Carried. 
 
 



County Council Meeting          15436 
December 14, 2022 

Victoria District National Historic Site of Canada River Lot 10 – Plaque Site Flags 
190-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County approve to install both the Treaty 6 and Métis 

Nation Flags at the Victoria District National Historic Site of Canada 
(NHSC) Plaque Site, on Rive Lot 10, with flag poles supplied by the 
Métis Nation of Alberta (MNA) on the lands legally described as River 
Lot 10, and invite the leaderships of the Métis Nation of Alberta and 
Confederacy of Treaty Six First Nations to the flag raising. 

Carried. 
 

Sponsored Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) Resolutions Fall 2022 
191-22: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County acknowledge the outcomes of the Fall 2022 

Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) Resolutions sponsored by 
Smoky Lake County, as follows: 
 

Number Title:  
Operative Clause Outcome 

20-22F Lost Road Closure Files: 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural 
Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) requests that the 
Government of Alberta streamline the Minister of 
Transportation’s approval processes associated 
with municipal road closures; 
 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the RMA 
requests that the Government of Alberta create a 
digital tracking system that would ensure bylaws or 
resolutions are not misplaced or lost by Alberta 
Transportation. 
 

Carried. 
 

15-22F Completion of Alberta’s Remaining Land-use 
Framework Regional Plans Regional Planning: 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural 
Municipalities of Alberta requests that the 
Government of Alberta resume progress on the 
remaining regional land-use plans intended to be 
developed under the Land-use Framework. 
 Defeated. 

13-22F Enhanced Wetland Replacement Program: 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural 
Municipalities of Alberta engage with the 
Government of Alberta to simplify and expand the 
eligibility for projects under the Wetland 
Replacement Program 
 

Carried. 
 

 
Carried. 

 
Request for Province to Resume Progress on the North Saskatchewan Regional Plan  
192-22: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County send a letter request to the Alberta Minister 

of Environment and Protected Areas, for the Province to resume 
progress on the North Saskatchewan Regional Plan (NSRP) which has 
been in-development since 2014 and paused since 2018 and includes 69 
recommendations across six topic areas; and copy said the letter the 
Minister of Municipal Affairs, Forestry Parks and Tourism, MLA for 
Athabasca-Barrhead, Minister of Jobs Economy & Northern 
Development, and all NSRP Municipalities.  

Carried. 
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Sponsored Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) Resolutions Fall 2022 
193-22: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County adopt the following proposed Resolution for 

consideration at the Spring 2023 Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) 
Convention, entitled: Municipal Access to Provincial Open Data and 
forward the same to the next RMA District 5 Meeting for consideration: 

 
 

Carried. 
 

 
 

One Member of the Public virtually joined the meeting, time 10:10 a.m. 
 

Regional Community Development Committee (RCDC) - Economic Development Budget 
194-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County, as the managing partner of the Regional 

Community Development Committee (RCDC) approve the 2023 
Economic Development Budget in the amount of $115,600.00 including 
Municipal Contributions in the total amounts allocated as follows: 
Smoky Lake County at 67.5% in the amount of $78,030.00, Town of 
Smoky Lake at 27% in the amount of $31,212.00, and Village of Vilna 
at 5.5% in the amount of $6,358.00. 

Carried. 
 

 7. Delegation: 
 

 
 

Delegation: Cam Croswell, Manager of Dale Croswell Construction Co. 
Ltd. / DDC Sand & Gravel, and associate Alissa, entered Council 
Chambers, time 10:32 a.m.  
 

Dale Croswell Construction Co. Ltd. / DDC Sand & Gravel 
 Present before Council in Chambers from 10:33 a.m. to 10:36 a.m. was 

Cam Croswell, Manager of Dale Croswell Construction Co. Ltd. / DDC 
Sand & Gravel, to discuss a proposed Winter Haul Road Agreement. 
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Dale Croswell Construction Co. Ltd. / DDC Sand & Gravel - Haul Road Agreement 
195-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County execute a Haul Road Agreement for Winter 

Haul, as per Policy Statement No. 03-14-12, for the period of December 
15, 2022 to February 28, 2023 with Dale Croswell Construction Co. Ltd. 
/ DDC Sand & Gravel to haul approximately 20,000 tonnes, provided 
the conditions are right, from Township Road 610 South on Range Road 
181 to Township Road 604 and West to Highway 831. 

Carried. 
 

 Delegation: Cam Croswell, Manager of Dale Croswell Construction Co. 
Ltd. / DDC Sand & Gravel, and associate Alissa, left the meeting, time 
10:37 a.m. 
 

Ukrainian Twinning Committee - 2023 Budget 
196-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County approve to provide funding in the amount of 

$2,500.00 to the Ukrainian Twinning Committee’s Managing Partner: 
Town of Smoky Lake, towards the Committee’s Year-2023 budget in 
the total amount of $5,000.00, using the following municipal funding 
formula in accordance with the Committee’s Terms of Reference:  
 Smoky Lake County at 50% in the amount of $2,500.00, 
 Town of Smoky Lake at 25% in the amount of $1,250.00, 
 Village of Vilna at 12.5% in the amount not to exceed $625.00, 
 Village of Waskatenau at 12.5% in the amount not to exceed $625.00.     

 
Carried. 

 
Policy Statement No. 02-34-01: Peace Officer: Enforcement Jurisdiction 
197-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 02-34-01: Peace 

Officer: Enforcement Jurisdiction, be adopted and acknowledged as a 
legislative requirement which is not subject to public participation: 
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 Carried. 
 

eMissions Software Inc. - Emission Reduction Tracking Software 
198-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County, take no action and not participate in a pilot 

project utilizing eMissions Software Inc.’s software application as a tool 
to track the progress of emission reduction, as per discussions held at 
the November 14, 2022 Joint Municipalities Meeting, as the County 
does not have enough municipal buildings to make the project cost 
effective with the $13,750/year annual licensing fee commitment 
expected, once the free trial ends. 

Carried. 
 

Appointment of the Bylaw Enforcement Officer 
199-22: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County appoint Tate Murphy to be the designated 

Bylaw Enforcement Officer for Smoky Lake County for the purpose of 
inspections pursuant to Section 542 of the Municipal Government Act 
and enforcement of Bylaws pursuant to Sections 545 and 546 of the 
Municipal Government Act; and execute an “Oath of Office” in 
accordance with Bylaw No. 1405-21: Bylaw Enforcement Officer.          

 
Carried. 

 
Review of Bylaw No. 1344-19: Dog Control 
200-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council’s review of Bylaw No. 1344-19: Dog 

Control, be deferred to a future Policy Committee meeting after all 
options for dog shelter services have been identified and after the Smoky 
Lake Region Intermunicipal Collaboration Committee (ICC) has 
completed their process of exploring the possibility of Regional Dog 
Control; and in the interim, defer procedures to the Bylaw Enforcement 
Officer discretion for sheltering a dog when required. 

Carried. 
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Policy Statement No. 01M-19-01: Animal Control Technician 
201-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council approve and acknowledge receipt of 

Policy Statement No. 01M-19-01: Animal Control – Job Description as 
follows: 
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Carried. 
 

Smoky Lake Detachment RCMP - Impromptu Visit 
 
 

Sgt. Tina Chan, Smoky Lake Detachment RCMP entered Council 
Chambers, time 11:00 a.m. to check-in with Council and receive any 
concerns. Topics included but was not limited to: 

 Federal buyback program for firearms. 
 Coffee with a Cop held in Waskatenau on November 17, 2022 

and in Vilna on December 7, 2022. The next session will be held 
in Smoky Lake at the Bakery on December 15, 2022 at 10:00 
a.m. 

 
 
 
 

Sgt. Tina Chan, Smoky Lake Detachment RCMP left Council 
Chambers, time 11:14 a.m. 
 
 

2023 Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) Agreement 
202-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council defer consideration of executing the 

agreement with the Lakeland Agricultural Research Association for the 
2023 year for continued extension programming at a cost of $55,000, to 
the January 26, 2023 County Council Meeting.  

Carried. 
 

Bylaw No. 1422-22: Subdivision and Development Appeal Board (SDAB) 
203-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 1422-22: Subdivision and 

Development Appeal Board (SDAB), for the purpose of establishing 
the SDAB for Smoky Lake County, be given FIRST READING; and 
advertise in accordance with the Municipal Government Act, and in 
accordance with County Bylaws and Policies. 

Carried. 
 
 

11:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
 

9.  Public Question and Answer Period: 
 
None. 
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Five-Year Consolidated Capital Budget for 2023-2027 
204-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County approve the Five-Year Consolidated Capital 

Budget including the Bridge and Road Programs for a total cost of 
$5,570,095 in 2023, $10,571,656 in 2024, $6,194,053 in 2025, 
$6,882,889 in 2026, and $4,286,117 in 2027. 

Carried. 
 

Interim Five-Year Capital Budget for 2023-2027 
205-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County approve the 2023 Interim Municipal Capital 

Budget including the Bridge and Road Programs for a total capital cost 
of $5,284,605 and capital revenue of $3,769,048. 

Carried. 
 

Interim Total Function Budget for 2023 
206-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council approve the Year-2023 Interim 

Municipal Budget, with revenue in the amount of$19,688,408 and total 
Expenditures in the amount of $19,688,408 not including amortization 
in the amount of $2,020,300. 

Carried. 
 

 
 

Addition to the Agenda (Request for Decisions): 

Year-2022 Tax Sale – Sold Tax Roll #27150120 on Lot 20; Block 1; Plan 1039CL  
207-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County acknowledge that Tax Roll #27150120 on Lot 

20; Block 1; Plan 1039CL was declared sold at the Tax Sale held on 
December 13,2022 and acknowledge that title will be transferred 
pursuant to the Municipal Government Act, RSA2000, Chapter M-26, 
S. 423 upon final payment, December 16, 2022. 

Carried. 
 

Tax Agreement Tax Roll #19602311 SE-23-60-19-W4 
208-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County execute a Tax Agreement with David Mathew 

Noel for Property Tax Roll #19602311, legally described as SE-23-60-
19-W4, in accordance with Policy Statement No 12-01-01: Tax 
Agreement, to recover the tax arrears on the said property, with a 
payment schedule of $230.95 per month for a period of 36 months 
effective January 1, 2023 to December 31, 2025. 

Carried. 
 

Natural Gas Operating Budget for 2023 
209-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County adopt the 2023 Natural Gas System Operating 

Budget with a total revenue in the amount of $3,014,520 and 
expenditures in the amount of $3,074,520 (including amortization). 
 

Carried. 
 

Natural Gas Capital Budget for 2023 
210-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County adopt the 2023 Natural Gas System Capital 

Budget with a total revenue in the amount of $115,500 and expenditures 
in the amount of $285,500. 

Carried. 
 

Enterprise Fleet Management Canada Inc. – Replacement of Unit 202 
211-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County execute the open-end (equity) lease agreement 

with Enterprise Fleet Management Canada Inc. as per their Quote 
6710057, dated October 11, 2022 for a Year-2023 Ford F-350 XLT, 4x4, 
SD crew cab, 6.75 ft. box, 160 in. wheel base, SRW, box 147.4 in. wheel 
base, to replace Fleet Unit 202, as recommended at the Natural Gas 
Committees, December 13, 2022 meeting by Motion #NG007-22. 
 

Carried. 
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Policy Statement No. 62-22-06: Northlands Farm Family 
212-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 62-22-06: Northlands 

Farm Family, be amended to include the Shwetz Family, as 
recommended by the Agricultural Service Board on December 13, 2022: 
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Carried. 
 

 5.    Issues for Information: 
 

Chief Administrative Officer’s Report 
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Damage Claim – Driveway Gate Brent Paradis 
213-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County reimburse Brent Paradis for the labour and 

cost to repair and re-install his driveway gate, in the amount of $2,656.50 
pursuant to the invoice #1027, dated October 25, 2022, from Paradis 
Farm / Brent Paradis and Cathy Saar-Paradis, submitted to the County. 
 

Carried. 
 

Council Workshop 
214-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council attend an internal workshop lead by 

Administration scheduled for Monday, January 9, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. 
and Tuesday, January 10, 2023 at 10:00 a.m., for the purpose of 
refreshing Council on Elected Officials training and budgetary 
processes/options, and to review a draft Strategic Plan. 

Carried. 
 

Ukrainian Flag Installation in Council Chambers 
215-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County approve to install the Ukrainian Flag in 

County Council Chambers, in recognition and in honor of the regional 
twinning relationship with the Kosiv Oblast region, outlined under 
Bylaw 1404-21: Ukrainian Twinning Committee, and as recommended 
at the September 17, 2022 Ukrainian Twinning Committee meeting; to 
be installed in accordance with the Heritage Canada flags orders of 
precedence guidelines. 

Carried. 
 

Financial Statements  
 As annexed to the minutes:  

 Financial Statement: September 2022. 
 

Action List(s) 
 Action Lists: 

i. County Council CAO Evaluation Meeting – September 29, 
2022. 

ii. County Council CAO Evaluation Meeting – October 11, 
2022. 

iii. County Council Budget Meeting – October 17, 2022. 
iv. County Council Departmental Meeting – October 18, 2022.  
v. County Council CAO Evaluation Meeting – October 24, 

2022.  
vi. County Council Organizational Meeting – October 26, 2022.  

vii. County Council Meeting – October 26, 2022. 
viii. County Council Departmental Meeting – November 15, 2022.  

ix. County Council Budget Meeting – November 15, 2022.  
x. County Council Committee of the Whole for the Purpose of 

Administration Meeting – November 17, 2022.  
xi. County Council Special Meeting – November 17, 2022.  
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Chief Administrative Officer’s Report 
216-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County’s Chief Administrative Officer’s report for 

the period of October 16, 2022 to December 7, 2022, be accepted and 
filed for information. 

Carried. 
 

Meeting Recessed Meeting recessed for Lunch, time 12:14 p.m.   
 

Meeting Reconvened The meeting reconvened on a call to order by Reeve Lorne Halisky at 
1:08 p.m. in the physical presence of all Council members, the Chief 
Administrative Officer, Finance Manager, and the virtual presence of 
the Planning & Development Manager, Planning Technician, Acting 
Agricultural Fieldman, Recording Secretary, Communications 
Technician, GIS Operator, 3 Members of the Public and 1 Delegation 
from STARS (Shock Trauma and Rescue Services). 
 

 7. Delegation: 
 

STARS (Shock Trauma and Rescue Services) 
 Virtually present before Council from 1:08 p.m. to 1:38 p.m. was Glenda 

Farnden, Senior Municipal Relations Liaison, STARS (Shock Trauma 
and Rescue Services) to provide the following presentation: 
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Scott Franchuk, Fire Chief, virtually joined the meeting, time 1:14 p.m. 

 
 

Tate Murphy, Bylaw Enforcement Officer, virtually joined the meeting, 
time 1:20 p.m. 
 

 
 
 

Glenda Farnden, Senior Municipal Relations Liaison, STARS (Shock 
Trauma and Rescue Services), virtually left the meeting, time 1:38 p.m. 
  
 



County Council Meeting          15451 
December 14, 2022 

STARS (Shock Trauma and Rescue Services) – 2022 Presentation 
217-22: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the presentation from 

December 14, 2022 Delegation: Glenda Farnden, Senior Municipal 
Relations Liaison, STARS (Shock Trauma and Rescue Services). 
 

Carried. 
 

STARS (Shock Trauma and Rescue Services) – 2023 Funding Contribution 
218-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council approve to increase the annual 

contribution to the STARS (Shock Trauma and Rescue Services), in 
reference to the September 26, 2018, Council Motion #940-18 from an 
annual contribution in the amount of $5,000.00, to an annual 
contribution of $6,000.00 starting in Year-2023. 

Carried. 
 

 5. Issues for Information: 
 

Finance Manager’s Report: 
Actual to Budget Report 
 Brenda Adamson, Finance Manager presented an updated Financial 

Report for the period ending December 7, 2022. 
 

Request for Write Off of Property Tax Penalties – 40310107 & 40310108 
219-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council take no action to the email received 

from the estate executor for the owner named on property tax roll 
numbers 40310107 and 40310108, dated November 30, 2022, 
requesting the penalties charged in 2021 and 2022 be waived. 
 

Carried. 
 

Request for Write Off of Property Tax Penalties – 17591614 
220-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council take no action to the email received 

from the owner named on property tax roll number 17591614, dated 
November 27, 2022, requesting the penalties charged in 2022 be waived. 
 

Carried. 
 

Request for Write Off of Property Tax Penalties - 19601530 
221-22: Fenerty  That Smoky Lake County Council approve the verbal request to write 

off property tax penalties on tax roll number 19601530 in 2022, as they 
were caused by an administrative error. 

Carried. 
 

Request for Write Off of Property Tax Penalties – 18610511 
222-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council approve to the email request made 

by the on behalf of the owners on property tax roll number 18610511, 
dated November 24, 2022, to cancel the penalties as the owners were in 
a major motor vehicle accident in October 2022 and were both severely 
injured and hospitalized. 

Carried. 
 

Request for Write Off of Property Tax Penalties – 33230517 
223-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council take no action to the letter from the 

owners on property tax roll number 33230517, dated November 22, 
2022, requesting the penalties charged in 2022 be waived, as the 
Municipal Government Act (MGA) deems tax notices are considered to 
be received 7 days after mailing which puts the responsibility on the 
landowner to follow up if they have not received the notice. 
  

Carried. 
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Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) Grant 
224-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County approve to allocate funding from the 2023 

Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) Grant budget in 
accordance with Policy No. 08-17-01: Family and Community Support 
Services (FCSS) grant as follows:  
 
Community Group Eligibility Funding 
Smoky Lake Holubka 
Dancers  

Volunteer appreciation meal at 
Malanka (New Year’s) 
Celebration. 
 

$1,250.00 

 
Carried. 

 
Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) Grant 
225-22: Serben 
MOTION 
DEFEATED 

That Smoky Lake County approve to allocate funding from the 2022 
Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) Grant budget in 
accordance with Policy No. 08-17-01: Family and Community Support 
Services (FCSS) grant as follows:  
 
Community Group Eligibility Funding 
Victoria District 
Agricultural Society 
 

Volunteer appreciation  $1,700.00 

 
Defeated. 

 
 

Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) Grant 
226-22: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County approve to allocate funding from the 2022 

Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) Grant budget in 
accordance with Policy No. 08-17-01: Family and Community Support 
Services (FCSS) grant as follows:  
 
Community Group Eligibility Funding 
Victoria District 
Agricultural Society 
 

Volunteer appreciation  $850.00 

 
Carried. 

 
Family FCSS Funding Agreement 
227-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County approve to execute the Funding Agreement 

with His Majesty the King in Right of Alberta, as represented by the 
Minister of Senior, Community and Social Services, identified as 
#FCFA0001932, effective January 1, 2023 for Family and Community 
Support Services (FCSS) funding in the maximum amount allocated as 
follows, and further agree to abide by the terms of the Conditional Grant 
Agreement governing the purpose and use of the grant funds: 

$93,308.00 for January 1,2023 to December 31, 2023; 
S93,308.00 for January 1, 2024 to December 31, 2024; and 
$93,308.00 for January 1, 2025 to December 31, 2025. 

 
Carried. 

 
Finance Manager’s Report 
228-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County’s Finance Manager’s report for the period 

ending December 7, 2022, be accepted, and filed for information. 
 

Carried. 
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Division One Councillor’s Report on various Committees, Boards and Commissions 
 Dan Gawalko – Deputy Reeve & Division One Councillor’s report from 

various Committees, Boards and Commissions: 
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Division Two Councillor’s Report on various Committees, Boards and Commissions 
 Linda Fenerty – Division Two Councillor’s written report from various 

Committees, Boards and Commissions: 
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Division Three Councillor’s Report on various Committees, Boards and Commissions 
 No report. 

 
Reeve – Division Four Councillor’s Report on various Committees, Boards & Commissions 
 Lorne Halisky – Reeve and Division Four Councillor’s report from 

various Committees, Boards and Commissions: 
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Meeting with RCMP K-Division at the Spring RMA Convention 
229-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County request a meeting with K-Division 

Commanding Officer during the 2023 Alberta Rural Municipalities 
Association (RMA) Spring Convention, scheduled for March 20 to 23, 
2023, at Edmonton Convention Centre, to discuss rural crime, 
community engagement and police manpower and resources from the 
County’s perspective. 

Carried. 
 

Division Five Councillor’s Report on various Committees, Boards and Commissions 
 Jered Serben – Division Five Councillor written report from various 

Committees, Boards and Commissions: 
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Councillors Reports on Various Committees, Boards and Commissions 
Supplemental Information from Various Committees, Boards and Commissions 
230-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County’s Reeve Report received for the period of 

October 22, 2022 to December 6, 2022, be posted to the County’s 
website; and the Councillor’s reports received for the period of October 
22, 2022 to December 12, 2022, be filed for information; and 
acknowledge receipt of the following supplemental information 
provided in respect to same: 

 Regional Community Development Committee (RCDC): 
o Action List: July 26, 2022, 
o Action List: August 29, 2022,  

 Vilna /Bellis Citizens on Patrol (COP): 
o Treasurers Report: November 7, 2022.  
o Minutes: September 21, 2022.  

 Lakeland Industry and Community Association (LICA): 
o Email: Vicky Krawchuk, Executive Director, LICA 

Environmental Stewards, dated November 24, 2022 – 
Re: Municipality Board seats. 

 North East Muni-Corr Ltd.: 
o Minutes: November 14, 2022. 

 Northern Lights Library System: 
o Minutes: November 25, 2022.  

Carried. 
 



County Council Meeting          15459 
December 14, 2022 

 6.    Correspondence: 
 

Brownlee LLP – Emerging Trends in Municipal Law Session 
231-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council who can attend – attend Brownlee 

LLP’s Emerging Trends in Municipal Law, scheduled for February 16, 
2023, to be attended virtually through County Council Chambers. 
 

Carried. 
 

Community Learning Network Certificate for Community Learning Council 
232-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County, as legal host of the Smoky Lake County 

Community Learning Council, acknowledge receipt of their Community 
Learning Network (CLN) Membership for 2022-2023 in good standing, 
as per the letter from Lisa Dickner, Executive Director, Community 
Learning Network, dated November 2022.  

Carried. 
 

Community Planning Association of Alberta (CPAA) Year-2023 Annual Conference 
233-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council and relevant Administration who can 

attend – attend the Community Planning Association of Alberta (CPAA) 
Year-2023 Annual Conference, scheduled for May 1-3, 2023, to be held 
at the Holiday Inn & Suites Edmonton Airport and Conference Centre, 
Nisku, Alberta. 

Carried. 
 

Smoky Lake Legion - Christmas Dinner 
234-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County take no action to the letter request from the 

Smoky Lake Legion President of the Smoky Lake Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch #227, dated November 2022, requesting a donation 
towards a dinner for individuals or families in the community who will 
be alone at Christmas, hosted at the Smoky Lake Legion; as Council has 
already provided a Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) 
Grant towards the event, in the amount of $300.00, as per Council’s 
October 26, 2022, Motion #90-22.  

Carried. 
 

18th Annual Dart Tournament at Warspite 
235-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County approve action taken by Administration in 

providing funds in the amount of $100.00 to the Smoky Lake Food Bank 
on behalf of the 18th Annual Dart Tournament in Memory of Cathy 
Bullas, scheduled for November 26, 2022, held at the Smoky Lake 
Legion, in response to the correspondence received from the organizer 
Tom Bullas, on November 17, 2022. 

Carried. 
 

The Alberta RCMP App. 
236-22: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County promote “The Alberta RCMP App” on social 

media and on the County website as an Alberta RCMP-GRC mobile 
application (Alberta RCMP) which provides an easy method of 
accessing Alberta Police and Public Safety information as well as a way 
for the public to engage with Alberta RCMP Crime Reduction 
initiatives. 

Carried. 
 

Minister of Municipal Affairs – Response to Support for Northern Lights Library System 
237-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the letter from 

Rebecca Schulz, Minister of Municipal Affairs, dated November 10, 
2022, responding to Smoky Lake County’s letter request dated October 
18, 2022, asking for consideration of funding for the Northern Lights 
Library System. 

Carried. 
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RMA District 5 Meeting 
238-22:  Serben That Smoky Lake County Council who can attend – attend the Rural 

Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) District 5 Meeting, scheduled for 
Friday, January 27, 2023, hosted by Beaver County, Kinsella 
Community Hall, 305 King Street, Kinsella Alberta. 

Carried. 
 

Town of Ponoka - Volunteer Fire Department and Ambulance Shortages 
239-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the letter to the 

Minister of Health from Kevin Ferguson, Mayor, Town of Ponoka, dated 
November 23, 2022, concerning Volunteer Fire Department and 
Ambulance shortages.  

Carried. 
 

Evergreen Regional Landfill - Shredder Demonstration 
240-22: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County approve action taken in Councillor Gawalko 

attending the garbage shredder demonstration held on December 7, 
2022, in response to the email invitation from Paul Poulin, Manager, 
Evergreen Regional Landfill, dated November 23, 2022. 

Carried. 
 

Highway 28 - Significant Investment Required by the Alberta Government 
241-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the letter to the 

Minister of Transportation and Premier of Alberta, from Craig 
Copeland, Mayor, City of Cold Lake, dated November 8, 2022, in 
respect to a “Call for Action: Highway 28 and significant investment 
required immediately by the Alberta Government”; and provide a letter 
of support addressed to same. 

Carried. 
 

Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) Program 
242-22: Serben  That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the letter from 

Rachelle Amyotte, Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) 
Program Coordinator for the Town of Smoky Lake, dated November 30, 
2022, in response to County Council’s August 25, 2022, Motion #1000-
22, in respect to the Town of Smoky Lake Youth Council; and extend 
an invitation for them to attend a future Council meeting as a delegation 
to discuss same. 

Carried. 
 

Smoky Lake Library Board – Additional Funding Request 
243-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County deny the letter request from Lise van der 

Vaart, Library Manager, Smoky Lake Public Library, on behalf of their 
Board, dated November 24, 2022, to increase the County’s annual 
donation from the amount of $1,500.00 (as per Council’s September 26, 
2018, Motion #940-18), to the amount of $2,250.00; and recommend the 
Board seek funding from corporations. 

Carried. 
 

Reynolds Mirth Richards and Farmer (RMRF) Municipal Law Seminar 
244-22: Serben  That Smoky Lake County take no action to attend Reynolds Mirth 

Richards and Farmer (RMRF) Municipal Law Seminar, scheduled for 
Friday, February 10, 2023, to be held in Edmonton, Alberta. 

Carried. 
 

JMD Group LLP, Chartered Professional Accountants 
245-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the letter from JMD 

Group LLP, Chartered Professional Accountants, dated December 4, 
2022, in respect to Audit Planning for the audit of the financial 
statements for Smoky Lake County for the year ending December 31, 
2021.  

Carried. 
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Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Services 
256-22: Serben That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the letter from 

Honourable Mike Ellis, ECA, Minister of Public Safety and Emergency 
Services, dated December 2022, in respect to Provincial changes to 
victim services as a step forward to ensure victims have the help they 
need when they need it most.  

Carried. 
 

2022/2023 Fire Services Training Program Grant 
257-22: Cere That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the letter from 

Rebecca Schulz, Minister of Municipal Affairs, dated November 2022, 
announcing the 2022/2023 Fire Services Training Program Grant with 
an application deadline of January 13, 2023; and submit an application 
to the Program if applicable.  

Carried. 
 

 9.    Information Release: 
 

Monthly Release of Information 
258-22: Gawalko That the following correspondence released to Smoky Lake County 

Council in accordance with Policy Statement No. 01-28-02: Council - 
Request for Information, during the months of October / November / 
December 2022, be filed for information: 
 R67-22: Aspen View Board Highlights –October 6, 2022. 
 R68-22: RMA: Contact Newsletter: October 21, 2022. 
 R69-22: RMA: Contact Newsletter: October 28, 2022. 
 R70-22: RMA: President’s Update- November, 2022. 
 R71-22: RMA: Contact Newsletter: November 4, 2022. 
 R72-22: UCC Alberta – E-Bulletin: November 14, 2022. 
 R73-22: North Saskatchewan River Heritage Research.  
 R74-22: RMA: Contact Newsletter: November 18, 2022. 
 R75-22: UCC Alberta – E-Bulletin: November 24, 2022. 
 R76-22: RMA: Contact Newsletter: November 25, 2022. 
 R77-22: Kara Leinweber, Land Administrator, Frontier Project 

Solutions, dated November 1, 2022 – Re: Wellsite 
Abandonment.  

 R78-22: North Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance (NSWA) 
Newsletter, November 28, 2022 – Re: Biodiversity and 
Opportunities.  

 R79-22: Victoria Mission Newsletter – No.62. 
 R80-22: Alberta Bilingual Municipalities Association Meeting: 

November 30, 2022.  
 R81-22: RMA: Contact Newsletter: December 2, 2022. 

  
Carried. 

 
 10.   Bills & Accounts: 

 
259-22: Gawalko That all the Smoky Lake County Bills and Accounts approved for 

payment, including the bills and accounts recommended for payment by 
the Natural Gas Council, and including transfers to the Payroll Account, 
as follows, be filed for information: 
 
County Council Meeting:  December 14, 2022 
   
Batch # Cheque Numbers Total of Batch 
PMCHQ065 52684 to 52694 $37,938.45 
PMCHQ067 52695 to 52706 $21,183.03 
PMCHQ070 52707 to 52718 $51,997.17 
PMCHQ071 52719 to 52730 $51,940.88 
PMCHQ073 52731 to 52746 $431,052.64 
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PMCHQ075 52747 to 52764 $147,552.50 
PMCHQ078 52765 to 52784 $22,313.74 
PMCHQ079 52785 to 52785 $43,511.02 
Total Cheques from 52684 TO 52785 $807,489.43 

   
Batch # EFT Numbers Total of Batch 
221017 395 to 399 $229,530.94 
221025 400 to 413 $61,537.73 
221026 414 to 420 $14,495.32 
221102 421 to 436 $61,603.06 
221114 437 to 458  VOID 
221117 459 to 478 $210,152.46 
221121 479 to 490 $256,495.22 
221201 491 to 513 $59,455.70 
Total  EFTs from 395 to 513 $577,319.51 

   
Direct Debit Register  
Batch # Description Total of Batch 
PMPAY016 My HAS $286.20 
PMPAY017 My HAS $331.46 
PMPAY018 My HAS $375.70 
PMPAY019 My HAS $603.33 
PMPAY020 My HAS $132.60 
PMPAY022 My HAS $27.63 
PMPAY023 My HAS $110.50 
PMTRX0211 AB School Foundation $481,225.67 
PMTRX0232 Enterprise Fleet Mgmnt $285.20 
PMTRX0233 Enterprise Fleet Mgmnt $403.85 
PMPAY024 My HAS $663.00 
PMPAY My HAS $1,270.75 
Total Direct Debits $485,715.89 

   
Grand Total Bills and Accounts $1,870,524.83 
(Note: From General Account)   

   
Carried. 

 
 

 11.  Date and Time of Next Meeting(s): 
 

Reschedule - County Council Budget Meeting  
260-22: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council approve action taken in rescheduling 

the Council Budget Meeting from November 15, 2022, at 1:00 p.m. to 
December 6, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. held virtually, through Electronic 
Communication Technology as per Bylaw 1376-20 and/or physically in 
County Council Chambers.  

Carried. 
 

Council Budget Workshop 
261-22: Serben 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council approve action taken in attending an 
internal workshop lead by Administration held on Tuesday, November 
15, 2022, for the purpose of refreshing Council on budgetary 
processes/options. 

Carried. 
 

Schedule – Policy Committee Meeting  
262-22: Fenerty That a Smoky Lake County Policy Committee Meeting be scheduled for 

Tuesday, February 7, 2023, at 9:00 a.m., to be held virtually, through 
Electronic Communication Technology as per Bylaw 1376-20 and/or 
physically in County Council Chambers.  

Carried. 
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Cancelation of the Schedules Environmental & Park Meeting and Fire Protective Meetings 
263-22: Serben That  Smoky Lake County Council approve action taken in cancelling 

the scheduled Environmental & Park Meeting and Fire Protective 
Meeting scheduled for December 13, 2022. 

Carried. 
 

Schedule County Council Regular & Meeting  
264-22: Gawalko That the next Smoky Lake County Council Meetings, be scheduled for 

Thursday, January 26, 2023 at 9:00 a.m., and Wednesday, February 
15, 2023, at 9:00 a.m., to be held virtually, through Electronic 
Communication Technology as per Bylaw 1376-20 and/or physically in 
County Council Chambers.  

Carried. 
 

 ADJOURNMENT: 
 

265-22: Cere That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting of December 14, 2022 
be adjourned, time 2:53 p.m.. 

Carried. 
 

     
   ________________________________ 

   REEVE 
  
 S E A L 

  ________________________________ 
 CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 


