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 SMOKY LAKE COUNTY 

 
Minutes of the Agricultural Service Board Meeting held on Monday, 
December 16, 2019 at 12:56 P.M. in the County Council Chambers. 

The meeting was called to Order by the Assistant Chief Administrative 
Officer, Lydia Cielin in the presence of the following persons: 
 

   ATTENDANCE 
 Div. No. Councillor(s) Monday, Dec. 16, 2019 
 1 Dan Gawalko Present 
 2 Johnny Cherniwchan Present 
 3 Craig Lukinuk Present 
 4 Lorne Halisky Present 
 5 Randy Orichowski Present 
 CAO Cory Ollikka Absent 
 Assist. CAO Lydia Cielin Present 
 Finance Manager Brenda Adamson Present 
 Ag. Fieldman Tori Cherniawsky Present 
 Assistant A.F. Amanda Kihn Present 
 Legislative Svcs./R.S. Patti Priest Present 
 ********************************************************* 
 No Member(s) of the Media Present.  

 
One Member of the Public Present. 
 
Kelly Lund, P.Eng, Research Engineer, On-Farm Energy Systems, 
Environmental Stewardship Division with Alberta Agriculture and Rural 
Development present for the meeting as a key contact for Smoky Lake 
County. 
 
 

 1. Election of Chairperson/Vice-Chairperson: 
 

Chairperson  
 The Assistant Chief Administrative Officer called first (1) time for 

nominations for Chairperson. 
 

284-19: Orichowski That Councillor Dan Gawalko be nominated as the Chairperson of the 
Agricultural Service Board Committee. 
 
The Assistant Chief Administrative Officer called second (2) time for 
nominations for Chairperson. 
 
The Assistant Chief Administrative Officer called third (3) time for 
nominations for Chairperson. 
 
NO FURTHER NOMINATIONS. 
 
 

285-19: Lukinuk  That nominations for the Chairperson of the Agricultural Service Board 
Committee, cease. 

Carried. 
 

 Mr. Dan Gawalko was declared elected by acclamation by the Assistant 
Chief Administrative Officer as the Chairperson of the Agricultural 
Service Board Committee for the ensuing year and assumed the Chair. 
 

Vice-Chairperson  
 The Chairperson called first (1) time for nominations for Vice-

Chairperson. 
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286-19: Lukinuk That Councillor Johnny Cherniwchan be nominated as the Vice-
Chairperson of the Agricultural Service Board Committee. 
 
The Chairperson called second (2) time for nominations for Vice-
Chairperson. 
 
The Chairperson called third (3) time for nominations for Vice-
Chairperson. 
 
NO FURTHER NOMINATIONS. 
 
The Chairperson declared Nominations Ceased. 
 

287-19: Orichowski 
 

That nominations for the Vice-Chairperson of the Agricultural Service 
Board Committee, cease. 

Carried. 
 

 Mr. Johnny Cherniwchan was declared elected by acclamation by the 
Chairperson as the Vice-Chairperson of the Agricultural Service Board 
Committee for the ensuing year. 

Carried. 
 2.     Agenda: 

 
288-19: Lukinuk That the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board Meeting 

Agenda for Monday, December 16, 2019, be adopted as presented.  
 

Carried Unanimously. 
 

 7. Delegation: 
 

Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) 
 Present before Smoky Lake County Council was Alyssa Krawchuk, 

Manager, Forage and Livestock Program Lakeland Agricultural 
Research Association (LARA), from 12:59 p.m. to 1:44 p.m., 2019 
Summary and Plans for 2020 Presentation 
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 3. Minutes: 
 

289-19: Lukinuk That the Minutes of the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board 
Meeting held on Tuesday, October 15, 2019, be adopted as presented. 
 

Carried. 
 

290-19: Halisky That the Action List from the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service 
Board Meeting held on Tuesday, October 15, 2019, be filed for 
information. 

Carried. 
 
 

 4.    Request for Decision: 
 

Policy Statement 62-10 Agricultural Service Board Business Plan 
291-19: Lukinuk That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement 62-10-05: Agricultural 

Service Board Business Plan, for Year-2020, be amended: 
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Carried. 
 

Agricultural Service Board Grant Reporting 
292-19: Cherniwchan That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the 2019 Agricultural 

Service Board Grant Reporting Data Overview provided to Alberta 
Agriculture, outlining the outcome of programs in Year-2019, as follows, 
and in respect to Smoky Lake County Policy Statement 62-10-05: 
Agricultural Service Board Business Plan Year-2020: 

Ag Service Board Grant Reporting Overview  
AGRICULTURAL PEST ACT 
 4 Agricultural Pest Inspectors Appointed,  
 101 Clubroot Fields Inspected 4 Positives, 
 23 Fields Inspected for Virulent Blackleg in Canola, 
 3 Bertha armyworms locations Monitored throughout County for AB Ag, 
 2 Swede Midge of Canola traps monitored for Agri-food Canada, 
 25 Locations for Grasshoppers monitored for AB Ag, 
 5 Fields Sampled for Fusarium Head Blight in Wheat, 
  211 Dams Blasted, 
 251 Beaver Tails Brought in, 
 6 New Water Stabilizers Installed, 
 15 Distribute 1080 pills, 
 108 Bottles of strychnine sold, 
 284 Problem Beavers removed, 
 505 Pocket Gopher Tails Brought in, 
 0 Rat Calls investigated, 

 

WEED CONTROL ACT  
 4 Weed Inspectors Appointed, 
 3 Weed Enforcements, 
 50% of Municipal Rights of way’s were sprayed for control of Weeds, 
 2 Location sprayed for Prohibited noxious weeds, 
  221 Introduction Letters Sent, 
 0 Weed Notice Sent, 
 312 Inspections Completed, 
 All County Roads Mowed once, 
 

 SOIL CONSERVATION ACT  
 2 Soil Conservation Inspectors Appointed, 
 0 Soil Conservation letter issued, 
 Monitoring for different types of Soil erosion occurs throughout growing season. 
 

Carried. 
 

2020 Farmers and Ranchers Appreciation Event 
293-19: Lukinuk That Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board host a lunch event 

of hamburgers and hotdogs to sponsor the Year-2020 18th Annual 
Farmers and Ranchers Appreciation Day in conjunction with the Bellis 
4-H Beef Show, scheduled for Friday, June 5, 2020, from 11:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m., to be held in the Town of Smoky Lake. 

Carried. 
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Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) – Year-2020 Contract 
294-19: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County not enter into a contract with the Lakeland 

Agricultural Research Association (LARA) for the Year-2020 Extension 
Programming, as Smoky Lake County has provided a municipal 
contribution in the amount of $55,000.00 each year from Year-2015 to 
Year-2019, and LARA is not willing to accept Smoky Lake County’s 
reduced Year-2020 municipal contribution offer as per the November 6, 
2019 Council Motion #1221-19 in the amount of $25,000.00 towards the 
LARA program. 

Carried. 
 

Agricultural Services Board In-House Extension Programming 
295-19: Lukinuk That Smoky Lake County allocate funds in the amount of $25,000.00 

towards an In-House Agricultural Extension Programming through the 
County’s Agricultural Service Board for Year-2020. 

Carried. 
 

Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) - Farm Member Appointment 
296-19: Lukinuk That Smoky Lake County advise the Lakeland Agricultural Research 

Association (LARA) of Councils’ decision to not provide a Year-2020 
Municipal Funding Contribution to LARA, and therefore will not be 
recommending any Farm Members be appointed to the LARA board to 
represent Smoky Lake County.   

Carried. 
 
 

 5. Issues for Information: 
 

Agricultural Service Board Chairperson’s Report 
297-19: Cherniwchan That the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board Chairman’s 

Verbal Report as of December 16, 2019, be accepted for information. 
 

Carried. 
 

Agricultural Department Report 
298-19: Lukinuk That the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Fieldman’s written Report as 

of December 10, 2019 be accepted and filed for information. 
 

Carried. 
 
 

 
 

Kelly Lund, P.Eng, Research Engineer, On-Farm Energy Systems, 
Environmental Stewardship Division with Alberta Agriculture and Rural 
Development was present for the meeting as the key contact for Smoky 
Lake County, and observer, whose position is scheduled to end as of 
April 30, 2021, due to Provincial cutbacks. 
 
 
 

2020 Provincial Agricultural Service Board Conference Resolutions 
299-19: Lukinuk That Smoky Lake County acknowledge Smoky Lake County Council 

and Staff will not be attending the Year-2020 Provincial Agricultural 
Service Board Conference scheduled for January 21-14, 2020, to be held 
in Banff, Alberta; and therefore, the copies of the Year-2020 Provincial 
Agricultural Service Board Conference Resolutions received, be filed for 
information. 

Carried. 
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 6. Correspondence: 
 

Lakeland Agricultural Research Association 
300-19: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County provide a letter of support for Lakeland 

Agricultural Research Association’s (LARA) initiative in regard to 
forming the North East Watershed Team (NEWT), which is a 
collaboration led by the Moose Lake Watershed Society, the Municipal 
District of Bonnyville and LARA, whose collaborative goal is to create 
a regional network which works towards increasing knowledge and 
improving the environment and water quality through watershed 
stewardship, and the NEWT’s proposed project: to purchase a 
quantitative Polymerase Chain Reaction (qPCR) and necessary 
equipment to set up a lab to test DNA through fecal source tracking in 
bodies of water; in response to the letter received from Kellie Nichiporik, 
Environmental Program Manager, Lakeland Agricultural Research 
Association, dated October 28, 2019.  

Carried. 
 

Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Fieldman 
301-19: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County accept with regret, the resignation of Smoky 

Lake County’s Agricultural Fieldman: Tori Ponich, ending employment 
on December 31, 2019. 

Carried. 
 

 8.    Executive Session: 
 

 No Executive Session. 
 

Next Meeting  
302-19: Gawalko That the next Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board 

Meeting be scheduled for Monday, February 24, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. to 
be held at the County Council Chambers. 

Carried. 
 

 ADJOURNMENT: 
 

303-19: Gawalko That the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board Meeting of 
December 16, 2019, be adjourned, time 2:25 p.m. 

   Carried. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

                                    _________________________________ 
    CHAIRPERSON 

 
 
 
 

    S E A L 
  _________________________________  

 CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 


