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 SMOKY LAKE COUNTY 
 

Minutes of the County Council Budget Meeting held virtually online on 
Friday, December 11, 2020 starting at 9:10 A.M. held in County Council 
Chambers and virtually online through Electronic Communication 
Technology: Zoom Meeting. 

The meeting was called to Order by the Reeve, Mr. Craig Lukinuk in the 
presence of the following persons: 
 

   ATTENDANCE 
 Div. No. Councillor(s) Friday, Dec.11, 2020 
 1 Dan Gawalko Present in Chambers 
 2 Johnny Cherniwchan Present in Chambers 
 3 Craig Lukinuk Present in Chambers 
 4 Lorne Halisky Present in Chambers 
 5 Randy Orichowski Present in Chambers 
 CAO Gene Sobolewski Present in Chambers 
 Assistant CAO Lydia Cielin Present in Chambers 
 Finance Manager Brenda Adamson Present in Chambers 
 Legislative Svcs/R.S. Patti Priest Virtually Present 

 
 

************************************************************ 
 Members of Administrative Staff in attendance: 

 Doug Ponich – Public Works Manager Virtually Present @9:20am 
 Dave Kully – Public Works Shop Foreman Virtually Present 
 Bob Novosiwsky – Public Works Foreman Absent 
 Trevor Tychkowsky – Safety Officer Virtually Present 
 Ed English – Peace Officer/Rec. Manager Virtually Present 
 Jordan Ruegg, Planning & Dev. Manager Virtually Present 
 Kyle Schole, Planning & Dev. Assistant Virtually Present 
 Carleigh McMullin – Ag. Fieldman Virtually Present 
 Evonne Zukiwski – Communications Tech. Virtually Present 
 Carole Dowhaniuk – GIS Tech. Virtually Present 
 Scott Franchuk – Fire Chief Virtually Present 
 Spencer Kotylak – Deputy Fire Chief Absent 
 Dave Franchuk – Env. Operations Manager Virtually Present 
 Daniel Moric –Natural Gas Manager Virtually Present 
  

No Members of the Media were in attendance. 
 
One Member of the Public was virtually in attendance. 
 
 

 2. Agenda: 
 

268-20: Orichowski That the Smoky Lake County Council Budget Meeting Agenda for Friday 
December 11, 2020 be adopted, as amended: 
 

Addition to the Agenda: 
1. Nuisance and Unsightly Properties.  

  
Carried Unanimously. 

 
 

 
 

3. Minutes: 
 

  No Minutes. 
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   Addition to the Agenda: 
 

Nuisance and Unsightly Properties 
269-20: Gawalko 
 

That Smoky Lake County take no action based on legal advice received from 
Brownlee LLP, to the letter received from the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police (RCMP) dated October 19, 2020, requesting County assistance with 
enforcement measures under Bylaw 1169-08: Nuisance and Unsightly 
Premises for a particular property in the Wayetenau area, as there is no 
obvious contraventions of for the County to enforce and the RCMP have 
mechanisms available to them under the Safer Communities and 
Neighbourhoods (SCAN) unit of the Alberta Sheriffs which would allow the 
RCMP to take positive action to address criminality originating from the 
lands. 

Carried. 
 
 

 
 

Doug Ponich, Public Works Manager, virtually joined the meeting, time 9:20 
a.m. 
 

  4.     Request for Decision: 
 

Natural Gas Budget 
270-20: Orichowski 
  

That Smoky Lake County adopt the 2021 Natural Gas System Budget: total 
revenue in the amount of $2,836,744 and expenditures in the amount of 
$3,066,744 (including amortization). 

Carried. 
 
 

Five-Year Road Plan 
 That Smoky Lake County Council reviewed Policy Statement No. 03-18: 

Five-Year Road Plan, and agreed to defer the following Year-2021 Road 
Projects to Year-2022: 
 Project No. R2112: Township Road 592 between Range Road 145 and 

Range Road 150 for 1.0 Mile at an estimated cost in the amount of 
$22,000.00, and  

 Project No. R2122: Township Road 592 between Range Road 142 and 
Range Road 143 for 1.0 Mile at an estimated cost in the amount of 
$22,000.00, 

And correct: 
 MG2131 from Township Road 602 between Range Road 135 and 

Range Road 133 to Township Road 602 to Highway 36 and Range Road 
140,   

 heading from FIBERMAT / MICRO SURFACE to CHIP-SEAL 
And remove: 
 The Contribution to Capital Reserve: Transfer for Future Road Projects 

in the amount of $200,000.00  
 
 

Policy Statement No. 03-18-16: Five-Year Road Plan 
271-20: Halisky 
 

That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 03-18-16: Five-Year Road 
Plan, be amended: 
 

 
 

Title:   Five-Year Road Plan     Policy No.:      18-16               
Section:   03   Code: P-I Page No.:        1   of   58         E 

 
Legislation Reference:   Municipal Government Act. 

 
Purpose: The intent of the Five-Year road plans is to identify and prioritize required 

roadway improvements on a long-term basis. 
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Carried. 
 
 

Five-Year Capital Budget 
 The Finance Manager presented a revised draft Five-Year Capital Budget 

which identified proposed capital projects for Years 2021, 2022, 2023, 
2024, and 2025 for Council discussion. 
 

272-20: Halisky 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council defer the 2021 – 2025 Five-Year Capital 
Project Budget to the next scheduled Budget Meeting to allow time to further 
explore efficiencies in respect to the Total Function Budget. 
 

Carried. 
 
 

Meeting Recessed Meeting recessed for Lunch, time 12:02 p.m.   
 

Meeting Reconvened 
 
  

The meeting reconvened on a call to order by Reeve Craig Lukinuk at 12:47 
p.m. in the presence of all Council members, the Interim Chief 
Administrative Officer, Finance Manager, Planning and Development 
Assistant, Communications Technician, Agricultural Fieldman, Public 
Works Shop Foreman, Fire Chief, Deputy Fire Chief, Park and Recreation 
Manager/Peace Officer, Natural Gas Manager, GIS Technician, Community 
Economic Development Officer, Recording Secretary, and One Member of 
the Public. 
 
 

Total Function Budget for Year-2021 
 Following Council’s expectation of no property tax increase as well as 

cutting expenses wherever possible, the proposed projected deficit would be 
$907,403. Smoky Lake County is required by legislation to create a balanced 
budget.  
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Council further reviewed the line items as well as recommendations made 
by Administration to reduce the Year-2021 Total Function Budget, 
including but not limited to the following: 

 increase tax revenue by 1.5% (inflation),    
 remove all transfers to reserves on the capital plan,  
 fund Unit 222 (bylaw) from general reserve,   
 fund Rapid Attach (fire) from fire reserve,    
 fund Unit 633 from general reserve,     
 remove bridges that do not have approved grants, and  
 a 25% reduction of the budget for Council conventions, mileage, 

meals and lodging due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 

273-20: Gawalko 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council defer final approval of the Total Function 
Budget for Year-2021 to a future Budget Meeting. 

Carried. 
 

Council Budget Meeting 
274-20: Cherniwchan 
 

The next Smoky Lake County Council Budget Meeting be scheduled for 
Tuesday, January 12, 2021, at 9:00 a.m., to be held virtually, through 
Electronic Communication Technology as per Bylaw 1376-20 and/or 
physically in County Council Chambers. 

Carried. 
 

 8. Executive Session: 
 
 No Executive Session. 

 
  6.    Correspondence: 
 
 No Correspondence 

 
 Adjournment: 

 
275-20: Lukinuk 
 

That the Smoky Lake County Council Budget Meeting of December 11, 
2020, be adjourned, time 1:51 p.m.. 
 

Carried. 
 
 

                               _________________________________ 
    REEVE 

 

                                                             S E A L 
  _________________________________ 

 CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 


