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SMOKY LAKE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING 
AGENDA 

Thursday, September 28, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. 
Virtual - Meeting ID: 538836808 

https://video.businessconnect.telus.com/join/538836808 
And with Council physically present in the County Council Chambers, Smoky Lake. 

 
1) Call to Order 

2) Adoption of Agenda 

3) Adoption of Minutes 
1) County Council Meeting – September 7, 2023 

 

4) Delegation 
1) Sgt. Anita Doktor – Smoky Lake RCMP @ 9:00 a.m. 

2) Jen Plamondon – Associated Engineering @ 9:30 a.m. 
3) Gary Macyk – Waskatenau Curling Club @ 10:30 a.m. 

 

5) Public Hearing (Council Meeting Recessed and undertaken on a Separate Agenda) - N/A 
 
 PUBLIC QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD - announced between 11:30 a.m. & 12:00 p.m. 
 

6) Municipal Planning Commission (Council Meeting Recessed and undertaken on a Separate Agenda)  
1) Heritage Resource Intervention Permit HRIP-001-2023 – To be handed out at meeting 

 

7) Business – Requests for Decisions 
1) Rural Palliative Care Program 
2) Assessment Services Agreement 

3) FCSS Applications 

4) Power and Electricity Program 2025-2029  

5) Policy 01-04-01: Proclamations 
6) County-Owned Lands Public Land Sale Tender 
7) Proclamation: Heritage Manitoba Maple Trees 
8) 2023-24 Alberta Community Partnership (ACP) Grant Applications 
9) Bylaw 1451-23: Municipal Reserve (MR) Designation - Warspite 
10) North Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance (NSWA) Membership 

11) Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) Annual Fall Convention 

12) LICA Municipal Board of Director Seat Appointment 

13) Request to Cost Share Library Sidewalk 

 
8) CAO Report   

 
9) Council Committee Reports 

1) Division One 
2) Division Two – To be handed out at meeting 
3) Division Three – To be handed out at meeting 
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1) Discussion: Haul Roads  
4) Division Four - Reeve 
5) Division Five - To be handed out at meeting 

 
10) Correspondence  

1) Letter – Honourable Mickey Amery, Alberta Justice – Smoky Lake Courthouse 
2) Metis Crossing Day – September 24, 2023 
3) Letter – Lorne Halisky, Smoky Lake County - Request Assurance of Emergency Department 

Coverage during the Great White North Weigh Off & Pumpkin Fair in Smoky Lake 
4) Letter/Invoice - M. A. (Marlin) Degrand, M.O.M, Alberta Public Safety and Emergency Services 

– Collection of Municipalities Policing Cost Share  
5) Letter - Danielle Girard, Vilna School – Invitation to Vilna National Truth & Reconciliation Day 

Celebration Pipe Ceremony & Feast 
6) Email - Jennifer Cunningham, Alberta Transportation and Economic Corridors - Invitation to 

Meet with Minister of Transportation at RMA Fall Convention 
 

11) Information Release – N/A 
 

12) Financial Reports 
1) Budget to Actual 
2) Financial Statement 
3) Cheque Register  

 
13) Next Meeting 

1) Schedule an RCMP Liaison Committee Meeting 
 

14) In Camera 
 

15) Adjournment 
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 SMOKY LAKE COUNTY 
 

Minutes of the County Council Meeting held on Thursday, September 
7, 2023, at 9:05 A.M. held both virtually online and physically in 
Council Chambers. 

The meeting was called to order by the Reeve, Mr. Lorne Halisky, in 
the presence of the following persons: 

   ATTENDANCE 
 Div. No. Councillor(s) Thursday, Sept. 7, 2023 
 1 Dan Gawalko Present in Chambers 
 2 Linda Fenerty Present in Chambers 
 3 Dominique Cere Present in Chambers 

 4 Lorne Halisky Present in Chambers 
 5 Jered Serben Present in Chambers 
 CAO Vacant N/A 
 Interim CAO Lydia Cielin Present in Chambers 
 Finance Manager Brenda Adamson Present in Chambers 
 Executive Svcs/R.S. Patti Priest Virtually Present 
 Plan/Dev Manager Jordan Ruegg Virtually Present 
 Planning Technician Kyle Schole Virtually Present 
    
 ********************************************************* 
 Observers in Attendance Upon Call to Order: 
 Communications Officer Evonne Zukiwski Virtually Present 
 GIS Carole Dowhaniuk Virtually Present 
 Public Works Manager Chris Minailo Present in Chambers 
 Fire Chief Scott Franchuk Present in Chambers 
 Deputy Fire Chief Spencer Kotylak Present in Chambers 
 Municipal Clerk Jenna Preston Virtually Present 
 Public Works Manager Christopher Minailo Present in Chambers 
 Public 3 Members Virtually Present 
 Media N/A Absent 
    
    

 2. Agenda: 
 

844-23: Cere That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting Agenda for Wednesday, 
August 23, 2023, be adopted, as amended: 
 

Additions to Agenda: 
Under Executive Session: 

1. Economic Development Opportunity. 
2. Firehall Equipment and Security. 
3. Request for Custom Work from a Developer. 
4. Bridge BF8200 Closure. 
5. Village of Vilna – Request for Custom Work. 
6. CN Property Flooding at Waskatenau. 

Under Council Committee Reports: 
7. Saddle Lake Cree Nation Band #462 – Follow Up. 
8. Councillor Library Cards – Follow Up. 

 
Carried Unanimously. 

 
 3.  Minutes: 

 
Minutes of August 23, 2023 – Regular County Council Meeting 
845-23: Fenerty That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Regular County Council 

Meeting held on Wednesday, August 23, 2023, be adopted as presented. 
 

Carried. 
 

3.1
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 Business Arising from the Minutes 
 

Ad-Hoc Working Group Committee for Housing Opportunities and Initiatives 
846-23: Cere 
 

That Smoky Lake County appoint Councillor Cere as an additional 
Alternate to the Housing Ad-Hoc Working Group Committee for 
Housing Opportunities and Initiatives, as per the Intermunicipal 
Collaboration Committee (ICC) recommendations from the August 9, 
2023, meeting, further to the August 23, 2023, Council Motion #824-23. 
 

Carried. 
 

 4.  Delegations: 
 
 Nil. 

 
 5. Public Hearing: 
 
 Nil. 

 
 6. Municipal Planning Commission: 
 
 Nil. 

 
 Additions to the Agenda (Executive Session): 

 
Legal Issues:  
847-23: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council go into Executive Session to discuss 

the following Legal and/or Personnel Issues, in the presence of all 
Council, Interim Chief Administrative Officer, Finance Manager, Fire 
Chief, Deputy Fire Chief, Public Works Manager, Planning & 
Development Manager, Planning Technician, and Executive Services 
Clerk, time: 
 
9:11 a.m. Firehall equipment and security, under the authority of the 
FOIP act, Section 27: Privileged Information; 
 
9:30 a.m. Request for Custom Work from a Developer, under the 
authority of the FOIP Act, Section 16: Third Party Business Interests; 
 
9:38 a.m. Bridge BF8200 closure on Township Road 590, East of Range 
Road 132, under the authority of the FOIP Act, Section 27: Privileged 
Information; under the authority of the FOIP Act, Section 16: Third 
Party Business Interests; 
 
9:50 a.m. Village of Vilna Custom Work request for: maintenance of 
52nd Street located on the West boundary of Vilna connecting to the 
County’s Range Road 135 and brushing the intersection of 50th Street, 
Vilna and County Township Road 594; 
 
9:56 a.m. Muni-Corr Ltd. request for transporting private ATV 
machines for an ATV Trail Ride, under the authority of the FOIP Act, 
Section 27: Privileged Information; and 
 
10:03 a.m. Waskatenau Creek, CN property drainage, under the 
authority of the FOIP Act, Section 16: Third Party Business Interests. 
 

Carried. 
 

 
 

Bob Novosiwsky, Public Works Road Foreman, entered Council 
Chambers, time 9:24 a.m. 
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Scott Franchuk, Fire Chief and Spencer Kotylak, Deputy Fire Chief, left 
Council Chambers, time 9:30 a.m. 
 

848-23: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council go out of Executive Session, time 
10:16 a.m. 

 Carried. 
 

Request for Custom Work from a Developer 
849-23: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council deny the email request, from a 

Developer, dated September 7, 2023, for custom work to repair soft 
spots, grade, and compact the partially developed subdivision access 
road, as discussed on September 7, 2023, in Executive Session, under 
the authority of the FOIP Act, Section 16: Third Party Business 
Interests. 

 Carried. 
 

 
 

Mark Fedoretz, Public Works Shop Foreman, virtually joined the 
meeting, time 10:17 a.m. 
 

 7. Request for Decision: 
 

Private Donation Made to Town of Smoky Lake for the CN Station Building 
850-23: Serben That Smoky Lake County, as managing partner of the Smoky Lake 

Region Heritage Board, acknowledge the generous donation from Mr. 
Jim Ratsoy, in the amount of $100,000.00 received by the Town of 
Smoky Lake, in support of the Provincial Historic Resource designated 
in 2007, known as the iconic Canadian Northern (CN) Railway Station 
in the Town of Smoky Lake, enabling the undertaking of necessary 
repairs and maintenance to the building to ensure future generations are 
able to continue to enjoy this focal point of our community and share in 
the stories of our past; and approve action taken by administration in 
writing a thank-you letter to the donor. 

Carried. 
 

Power Up North Conference 
851-23: Serben That Smoky Lake County Councillors Fenerty and Halisky attend the 

2023 Power Up North Conference, scheduled for October 3-5, 2023, at 
the Hotel Dene and Conference Centre, Cold Lake, Alberta, with 
Councillor Fenerty attending on October 3-5, 2023 and Halisky 
attending on October 4, 2023. 

Carried. 
 

NE Muni-Corr ATV Ride – Request for Assistance 
852-23: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council deny the request outlined in the email 

which was deferred by Council’s August 23, 2023, Motion #838-23, 
from Marianne Janke, representing the Alberta’s Iron Horse Trail / 
Travel Lakeland, dated August 21, 2023, in respect to their ATV Ride 
event known as “N.E. Muni-Corr ATV Ride”, scheduled for Monday, 
September 11, 2023, requesting assistance of County manpower and 
equipment to facilitate picking up the ATVs in the Town of St. Paul at 
the end of the trail ride and shuttling them back to the Village of 
Waskatenau; as the County has no availability or capacity of manpower 
to accommodate such a request. 

Carried. 
 

2023-2027 Five-Year Financial Plan 
853-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council adopt the 2023-2027 Five-Year 

Financial Plan, which provides the highlights of Smoky Lake County’s 
Operating, Capital, and Road Plan budget, as amended; and post the 
document to the County’s website. 

Carried. 
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Year-2023 Property Tax Sale 
854-23: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County advertise the following properties with a Tax 

Notification issued on their Land Title, for the Year-2023 Property Tax 
Sale, to be scheduled for December 1, 2023 at 10:00 a.m.:  
Roll #  Acres  LINC #  Legal Description 
12591540 153.38  0020900742 NE 15-59-12-4 
13613240 158.00  0023571153 NE 32-61-13-4 
14590910 161.00  0023555179 SE 9-59-14-4 
16601910 160.00  0010150563 SE 19-60-16-4 
17593320 160.51  0023477391 SW 33-59-17-4, 
22010105 Spedden  0010199347 Lot 5 & 6 Blk 1 Plan 1955CL 
28170112 Edwand  0019965343 Lot 12 & 13 Blk 1 Plan 2206CL 
30190101 Wayetenau 0013499082 Lot 1 Blk 1 Plan 7822612 
40300413 Warspite 0010266906 Lot 13 Blk 4 Plan 314HW. 
 

Carried. 
 

Sponsorship of the Threshing Bee Event at the Smoky Lake Pumpkin Fair & Weigh-Off 
855-23: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County advise the Smoky Lake Pumpkin Growers 

Association of the annual monetary donation has been provided in the 
amount of $1,500.00 towards the Threshing Bee event held during the 
Smoky Lake Pumpkin Growers Association’s Annual Pumpkin Fair & 
Weigh-Off, scheduled for October 5-8, 2023, in the Town of Smoky 
Lake. 

Carried. 
 

Council Attendance at the Smoky Lake Annual Pumpkin Fair & Weigh-Off Event 
856-23: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council who can attend – attend the Smoky 

Lake Pumpkin Growers Association’s Annual Pumpkin Fair & Weigh-
Off, and approve for the Reeve to bring greetings and/or participate in 
the Dignitaries Parade, during the said event scheduled for October 5-8, 
2023, in the Town of Smoky Lake.     

Carried. 
 

In-Kind Assistance at the Smoky Lake Annual Pumpkin Fair & Weigh-Off Event 
857-23: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council approve to provide in-kind assistance 

to the Smoky Lake Pumpkin Growers Association with manpower 
and/or equipment preceding, during and following their Annual 
Pumpkin Fair & Weigh-Off event, scheduled for October 5-8, 2023, in 
the Town of Smoky Lake, in response to the email received from the 
Association, dated August 31, 2023, requesting the County:  
 

1. distribute County picnic tables at several locations within the 
Town of Smoky Lake, 
 

2. deliver and return the Smoky Lake Riding Club bleachers from 
the Stampede grounds to the Pumpkin Drop area, and 
 

3. setup chairs on October 5th and/or 6th inside the Smoky Lake 
Agricultural Complex Arena.   

Carried. 
 

Sponsorship of the Smoky Lake Annual Pumpkin Fair & Weigh-Off Event 
858-23: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County approve to purchase a “Silver” sponsorship 

in the amount of $250.00 for a 1/4 Page full color advertisement in the 
program guide for the Smoky Lake Pumpkin Growers Association’s 
Annual Pumpkin Fair & Weigh-Off event, scheduled for October 5-8, 
2023, in the Town of Smoky Lake, in response to their sponsorship letter 
request, received on August 28, 2023.     

Carried. 
 
 



County Council Meeting          15749 
September 7, 2023 
 

 

 
Electricity Charges for Municipal Streetlights – Village of Waskatenau 
859-23: Cere That Smoky Lake County assume responsibility for payment of the 

electricity charges for the three (3) streetlights located within the 
County’s jurisdiction on Range Road 193A, between Highway 28 and 
the entrance to the Village of Waskatenau, identified as Site ID 
Numbers: 0010465047210, 0010467850617, and 0010467861915, 
effective September 7, 2023, and approve the Year-2023 unbudgeted 
expense for same. 

Carried. 
 

Enterprise Fleet Management Inc. Leases 
860-23: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council approve the unbudgeted expense to 

accommodate the early delivery of 4 trucks replacing units 100B, 109A, 
105, and 203 funded from General Capital Reserves; and partially 
replenish the said reserves with any sales proceeds gained from the sale 
of the current units 100B, 109A, 105, and 203; and, include the amount 
required to fully replenish the said reserve in the 2024 Budget.  
 

Carried. 
 

Surplus Equipment Bids – Uncertified Propane Tanks 
861-23: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council accept the offer from Bruce Kassian, 

to purchase the County surplus capital equipment, as is - where is, 
described as: 

• 2001 500 US gallon uncertified propane tank serial # 49921 located 
at Bellis Transfer station, and 

• 2001 500 US gallon uncertified propane tank serial # 512057 
located at Spedden transfer station, 

in the amount of $250.00 plus GST for each tank, for a grand total 
payable in the amount of $525.00 (including GST) payable to Smoky 
Lake County. 

Carried. 
 

 
 

Bob Novosiwsky, Public Works Road Foreman and Chris Minailo, 
Public Works Manager, entered Council Chambers, time 11:28 a.m. 
 
Dave Franchuk, Environment & Parks Manager, joined the meeting by 
telephone, time 11:29 a.m. 
 

Dust Suppression Request for Iron Horse Trail at Edwand 
862-23: Serben Smoky Lake County Council defer the request to provide funds not to 

exceed the amount of $2,100.00 for trucking/hauling to assist North East 
Muni-Corr Ltd. in facilitating dust suppression on the Iron Horse Trail 
right-of-way for approximately 200 meters adjacent to, and east of, the 
Hamlet of Edwand, for the purpose of conducting a test strip with MG30 
product supplied at no cost by Kortech Ltd. of St. Paul; and request 
North East Muni-Corr Ltd. provide half (1/2) the funding for the said 
trucking/hauling. 

Carried. 
 

 
 

One Member of the Public, virtually left the meeting, time 11:44 a.m. 
 
 

 8. Interim Chief Administrative Officer’s Report: 
 

 The Interim Chief Administrative Officer provided a verbal report in 
respect to the Village of Vilna Custom Work request for: maintenance 
of 52nd Street located on the West boundary of Vilna connecting to the 
County’s Range Road 135 and brushing the intersection of 50th Street, 
Vilna and County Township Road 594.  
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Village of Vilna Request for Custom Work - Road Maintenance of 52nd Street 
863-23: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County execute a custom work agreement with the 

Village of Vilna for the purpose of maintaining the Village’s 52nd Street 
located on the West boundary of Vilna connecting to the County’s 
Range Road 135; and Council agree to waive any custom work fees for 
the said maintenance. 

 Carried. 
 

Village of Vilna Request for Custom Work - Brushing at Intersection of 50th Street 
864-23: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council approve to enter into custom work 

agreement with the Village of Vilna to provide tree brushing at cost to 
the Village, for the South West corner of the intersection of 50th Street, 
Vilna and County Township Road 594, located on the north boundary 
of Vilna, in response to the email received from Earla Wager, Chief 
Administrative Officer, Village of Vilna, dated September 6, 2023. 
 

 Carried. 
 

Interim Chief Administrative Officer 
865-23: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council accept the verbal report from the 

Interim Chief Administrative Officer, provided on September 7, 2023. 
  

 Carried. 
 
 

11:30 to 11:35 a.m. 
 

  Public Question and Answer Period: 
 

 Question (comment) from Hank Holowaychuk, Member of the Public: 
 I am concerned with the rampant crime occurring in our area, 

we need an emergency meeting with the Town and RCMP to 
address this. 

Answer (comment) from Lorne Halisky, Reeve: 
 We agree, and will be discussing with this with the RCMP today 

at the RCMP barbeque. 
Answer (comment) from Jered Serben, Councillor: 

 This needs to be placed on the Joint Municipalities Meeting 
Agenda and needs to be communicated to our ratepayers as to 
what we are doing in the meantime. 
 
 

 9. Council Committee Reports: 
 

Division Two Councillor’s Report on various Committees, Boards and Commissions 
 Councillor Linda Fenerty verbally reminded Council to purchase 

Library Memberships and requested follow up in seeking a meeting with 
Saddle Lake Cree Nation Band #462, which Administration has been 
unsuccessfully requesting since July 2022. 
 
 

 10.    Correspondence: 
 

CALP Additional Funding Request - Smoky Lake County Community Learning Council 
866-23: Serben That Smoky Lake County, as managing partner of Smoky Lake County 

Community Learning Council, acknowledge receipt of the email from 
Cora Roberts, Director of Foundational Learning Supports, Advanced 
Education, dated August 28, 2023, announcing approval for a one-time 
additional Community Adult Learning Program (CALP) funding in the 
amount of $3,870.00 towards the Smoky Lake County Community 
Learning Council; and approve to execute the funding agreement upon 
receipt.  

Carried. 
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Veterans Memorial Highway Brochure 
867-23:  Fenerty That Smoky Lake County deny the request outlined in the email 

received from Morgan Gordeyko, Two Hills Regional Chronicle, dated 
August 22, 2023, in respect to participating in their brochure project for 
the Veterans Memorial Highway.  

Carried. 
 
 

 11.    Information Releases: 
 

Information Releases July 26, 2023 to August 31, 2023 
868-23:  Jered  That Smoky Lake County’s Information Releases for the period of July 

26, 2023 to August 31, 2023 as follows, be filed for information: 

 
 

Carried. 
 
 

 12.   Financial Reports: 
 

Budget to Actual Report & Financial Statements  
 As annexed to the minutes:  

 Financial Statement for the months of: Nil. 
 
 

 13.  Next Meeting(s): 
 

Schedule a Smoky Lake County Councillor Road Tour 
869-23: Cere That a Smoky Lake County Councillor Road Tour, be scheduled for 

Friday, September 29, 2023, commencing at 8:00 a.m. from the Main 
Office, 4612 McDougall Drive, Smoky Lake. 

Carried. 
 

Scheduled County Council Meetings 
 The next Smoky Lake County Council Meetings, are scheduled for: 

Thursday, September 28, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular), 
Thursday, October 12, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular), 
Thursday, October 26, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. (Organizational),  
Thursday, October 26, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular), 
Thursday, November 23, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular), and 
Thursday, December 14, 2023, at 9:00 a.m., (Regular), 

to be held virtually, through Electronic Communication Technology as 
per Bylaw 1376-20 and/or physically in County Council Chambers. 
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 Addition to the Agenda (Executive Session): 
 

Legal Issue: Economic Development Opportunity 
870-23: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council go into Executive Session to discuss 

a Legal Issue in respect to an Economic Development Opportunity, 
relating to additional Veterinarian Services in Smoky Lake Region, 
under the authority of the FOIP Act Section 16: Third Party Business 
Interests, in the presence of all Council, Interim Chief Administrative 
Officer, Finance Manager, time 12:04 p.m. 

 Carried. 
 

871-23: Serben  That Smoky Lake County Council go out of Executive Session, time 
12:26 p.m. 

 Carried. 
 

Pursuit of Veterinary Services to Return to Plan 1624316, Lot 1, Block 2, SW-21-59-17-W4 
872-23: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge the August 31, 2023, 

recommendation from the Regional Community Development 
Committee (RCDC) Motion #72-23, in respect to Smoky Lake County 
pursuing opportunities for the return of veterinary services at the vacant 
veterinary clinic located on the lands legally described as Plan 1624316, 
Lot 1, Block 2, SW-21-59-17-W4, within Smoky Lake County; and 
confirm the attraction of Veterinarians falls under the scope of the 
Physicians and Health Care Professionals Committee (formerly known 
as the Doctor Retention and recruitment Committee), and as such the 
matter be deferred to the Physicians and Health Care Professionals 
Committee. 

Carried. 
 

 15.  ADJOURNMENT: 
 

873-23: Cere That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting of September 7, 2023, 
be adjourned, time 12:27 p.m. 

Carried. 
 

     
   ________________________________ 

   REEVE 
  
 S E A L 

  ________________________________ 
 CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
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 Request for Decision (RFD) 

This form legislated under Policy Statement No. 01-27: County Council Meetings Request for Decision  Page 1 of 2 
 

Meeting Date: Thursday, September 28, 2023    Agenda Item:     #     

Topic: 2023-24 Alberta Community Partnership (ACP) Grant Applications  

Presented By: Planning & Development Services 

Recommendation(s):  

Regional Municipal Land Use Suitability Tool (MLUST) – Environmental Sensitivity Assessment 

Study 

1. That Smoky Lake County, as the Managing Partner, in partnership with the Town of 

Smoky Lake, the Village of Waskatenau and the Village of Vilna, apply to the Alberta 

Community Partnership (ACP) 2023-24 Grant Intake, under the Intermunicipal 

Collaboration Stream, in the amount of $100,000.00, for the purposes of obtaining grant 

funding to conduct and Environmental Sensitivity Assessment Study for the purposes of 

developing a Regional Municipal Land Use Suitability Tool; and further agree to abide 

by the terms of the Conditional Grant Agreement governing the purpose and use of the 

grant funds. 

 
Regional Water, Service Delivery Wastewater, and Stormwater Service Delivery Infrastructure 

 

2. That Smoky Lake County, in partnership with the Town of Smoky Lake, the Village of 

Waskatenau and the Village of Vilna, participate in the application to the Alberta 

Community Partnership (ACP) 2023-24 Grant Intake, under the Intermunicipal 

Collaboration Stream, in the amount of $200,000.00, for the purposes of undertaking a 

Regional Water, Service Delivery Wastewater, and Stormwater Service Delivery 

Infrastructure Study; and approve the Town of Smoky Lake as the Managing Partner; 

and further agree to abide by the terms of the Conditional Grant Agreement governing 

the purpose and use of the grant funds. 

 
Regional Infrastructure and Engineering Study 

3. That Smoky Lake County, in partnership with the Town of Smoky Lake, the Village of 

Waskatenau and the Village of Vilna, participate in the application to the Alberta 

Community Partnership (ACP) 2023-24 Grant Intake, under the Intermunicipal 

Collaboration Stream, in the amount of $200,000.00, for the purposes of undertaking a 

Regional Infrastructure and Engineering Study; and approve the Village of Vilna as the 

Managing Partner; and further agree to abide by the terms of the Conditional Grant 

Agreement governing the purpose and use of the grant funds. 

Regional Recreation Services Inventory and Operations and Feasibility Study 

4. That Smoky Lake County, in partnership with the Town of Smoky Lake, the Village of 

Waskatenau and the Village of Vilna, participate in the application to the Alberta 
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 Request for Decision (RFD) 

This form legislated under Policy Statement No. 01-27: County Council Meetings Request for Decision  Page 1 of 4 
 

Meeting Date: Thursday, September 28, 2023    Agenda Item: #  
Topic: Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) Annual Fall Convention  

Presented By: Lydia Cielin, Interim CAO 

Recommendation:   
That Smoky Lake County Council and relevant staff who can attend – attend the Rural Municipalities of 

Alberta (RMA) Annual Fall Convention, scheduled for November 6 to 9, 2023, at the Edmonton 

Convention Centre. 

Background:  
The RMA hosts two conventions per year, one in spring and one in fall, at the Edmonton Convention 

Centre in Edmonton, Alberta. Smoky Lake County has budgeted accordingly to attend these events.  

 

Six rooms have been secured at the Fairmont Hotel McDonald on August 17, 2023 in anticipation of 

attending the RMA Fall Convention as the room block of special rates are consumed very quickly, and 

registration for eight people (five Councillors plus two administration) was completed on September 8, 

2023. RMA Refund Policy states that refunds are available until end of day October 20, 2023 for all 

cancellations. 

 

Benefits:  
Opportunity to see a variety of plenary addresses and workshops, as well as the ministerial forum and 

RMA resolutions session. In addition to these events, the fall convention hosts the opposition party leader 

panel, as well as our RMA Board elections and partners program. The RMA and Canoe Tradeshow is also 

held during the fall convention to serve members as they go through their budget process. 

Disadvantages:  

Unknown. 

Alternatives:  

Any alternative to the recommendation is at the discretion of Council. 
Financial Implications:  
Attending this Event is a Budgeted Expense and will include: 

Accommodations  $269+tax/night for three nights = $807.00+tax/person 

Registration   $810.60/person 

 

Legislation:  

Policy Statement No. 08-18-08: Council Remuneration and Expenses 

Intergovernmental:  

N/A 

Strategic Alignment:  

N/A 

Enclosure(s):  

1. RMA 2023 Fall Convention Draft Agenda. 

 

Signature of the CAO: __________________________  
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 Request for Decision (RFD) 

This form legislated under Policy Statement No. 01-27: County Council Meetings Request for Decision  Page 2 of 4 
 

Enclosure #1 
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Dan Gawalko councillor report  

September 2023 

August 21 attended the Lakeland Agricultural Research 

Association (LARA) meeting in Ashmont, LARA has been 

approved to become a member of LICA for this year, still waiting 

to hear back from farmers for climate action solutions, Kevin 

gave a report on the Ag Smart conference hosted by Olds 

college, Wanda gave her chair report she attended the Smoky 

Lake field day August 2 and the pasture and grazing tour in Lac 

La Biche also, the FarmRITE report was given by Alyssa and she 

let the executive directors of Farming Smarter and SARDA ag 

research  that Lara is still on board with some advocacy efforts 

going forward, also in her executive director report she signed 

the living labs 2023-2024 contract and submitted an application 

for the next round of WRRP funds, met with he organizer of th 

Alberta soil science tour LARA will be a stop on their tour next 

May, she attended Wheatstalk at Lakeland college, has met with 

local MLA Scott Cyrto discuss the importance of regionally 

applied research and funding, she has also requested a meeting 

with Brian Jean MLA Ft. McMurray and Glen VanDijken MLA 

Athabasca Barrhead Westlock, working on a young farmers 

social for November Wintersteiger was out to do annual 

maintenance on the new combine, provided a write up on the 

High Legumes Pastures project to Organic Alberta for their 

special edition magazine being released in November for their 

annual conference, she also provided the financial statements, 
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LFA report was given,a few footrot cases, received over 13” of 

rain ,bull take out day was August 10, 5 heifers are missing, the 

board also made a decision to purchase a used Dodge diesel 

truck to use as a haul truck . 
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August 17, 2023 – Alberta’s Lakeland DMO Meeting (Lorne - virtually) 

• Tourism Partnership Updates were given on Kalayna Country and how they play apart in tourism 
in the Lakeland, PrairiesCan Projects are still on pace for completion, work is progressing on the 
Escape to the Lakeland Contest and on STEP Regional Trails Master Plan.  

• Treasurers report was giving with all in good standing. 

• Kalyna Country is looking for volunteers to work a casino. 
 

August 18, 2023 – Luncheon with the Premier of Alberta, Danielle Smith, at Westlock (Lorne & Jered in-
person) 

• A meet and greet with Premier Smith was held with limited attendance and questions from 
attendees. Some questions discussed including but not limited to Policing coverage, EMS 
coverage, lack of Volunteer Fire Fighters, Housing shortage, Crime reduction etc. 

 
August 19, 2023 – Vilna Boomtown Days Parade in Vilna (Lorne, Jered, Linda, Dominique & Dan in-person) 

• Participated on the County’s parade float – float won second place prize. 
 
August 23, 2023 - Regular Council Meeting, held in Chambers (Lorne, Jered, Linda & Dan in-person, 
Dominique - virtually) 

• Gave 3rd & final reading to Bylaw 1450-23: Physicians and Health Care Professionals Committee. 

• Amended Policy #05-05-03: Physicians & Health Care Professionals Committee Terms of 
Reference. 

• Adopted Policy #61-08-01: Regional Engineering and Design Standards (REDS). 

• Sponsored RMA Resolution - Modern Sport Fishing Regulations Supporting Ecosystems, Rural 
Tourism, Quality of Life, and Economic Development 

• Sponsored RMA Resolution - Post-COVID Bridging Supports for Small and Medium-sized 
Community Halls and Facilities. 

• Appointed Lorne & Jered to the Housing Ad-Hoc Working Group Committee for Housing 
Opportunities and Initiatives. 

• Agreed to approve the Smoky Lake Regional Heritage Board funding in Year 2024 and Year 2025 
budget. 

 
August 24-25, 2023 – RMA District 5 Meeting in Fort McMurray (Lorne in-person) 

• Reviewed and approved District 5 policies. 

• Determined the amount of compensation for Administrative Member Municipality & Executive. 

• Received reports from, RMA President: Paul McLauchlin, RMA District No. 5 Director: Kevin 
Wirsta, RMA District No. 5 FCM Representative: Robert Parks, and the Financial Reports. 

• Supported Beaver County’s Bee Resolution advocating to allow Honeybee shipments from the 
United States be permitted for importation to Canada to combat the depopulation of Canada’s 
Honeybee hives. 

• Supported Strathcona County's Escooter Resolution advocating to establish provincewide 
regulations relating to the operation and personal use of e-scooters and miniature personal 
electric vehicles. 

• Supported Smoky Lake County’s Resolution advocating for Post-COVID Bridging Supports for Small 
and Medium-sized Community Halls and Facilities. 
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August 30, 2023 – Policy Committee Meeting held in Chambers & virtual (All Council in-person) 

• Recommended researching neighboring municipality’s Cemetery Maintenance Funding Policies 
and/or Bylaws, to potentially create a new policy in respect to same. 

• Recommended the draft Proclamations Policy, be consideration of adoption. 

• Recommended training for staff for dealing with difficult people and a refresh of the protocol for 
reporting incidents relating to encounters with difficult people. 

• Recommended Policy # 01-46-02: Social Media, be reviewed by Administration to promote the 
region in every aspect. 

 
August 31, 2023 – Regional Community Development Committee RCDC in Chambers & virtual (Lorne & 
Jered in-person, Linda, and Dominique - virtually) 

• Recommended Smoky Lake County, pursue opportunities to return veterinary services at the 
vacant veterinary clinic new Smoky Lake. 

• Recommended Smoky Lake Region’s Physicians and Health Care Professionals Committee 
(formerly known as the Doctor Retention and Recruitment Committee), facilitate attracting 
additional Veterinarians to the Smoky Lake Region. 

• Established a sub-committee for Community Economic Development Officer (CEDO) recruitment. 

• Approved to participate in the 2024 Edmonton Boat & Sportsman Show being held in March. 
 
September 7, 2023 – Regular Council Meeting in Chambers & Virtual (All Council in-person) 

• Added Dominique as an additional alternate to the Housing Ad-Hoc Working Group Committee 
for Housing Opportunities and Initiatives. 

• Acknowledged the generous $100,000 donation from Mr. Jim Ratsoy, to the Town of Smoky Lake, 
towards preserving the Canadian Northern (CN) Railway Station in the Town of Smoky Lake. 

• Adopted the County’s 2023-2027 Five-Year Financial Plan. 

• Approved the Year-2023 Property Tax Sale, to be held on December 1, 2023 at 10:00 am. 

• Approved $1,500 towards the Threshing Bee event held during Pumpkin Fair. 

• Approved in-kind assistance of manpower & equipment to the Pumpkin Fair event. 

• Approved $250 for an advertisement in the 2023 Pumpkin Fair brochure.  

• Assumed electricity payment responsibility for 3 street lights just outside of Waskatenau. 

• Approved to maintenance of 50th Street in Vilna which turns into our Rge Rd 135. 

•  Approved brushing custom work at cost to the Village of Vilna. 
 
September 7, 2023 – RCMP BBQ held at the Smoky Lake Detachment (All Council in-person) 

• Attended to show support of the Smoky Lake County and took the opportunity to chat with RCMP 
Members about policing, mainly such as crime in the region, public town halls etc.  

 
September 12, 2023 – Grand Opening of the new H. A. Kostash School in Smoky Lake (Lorne, Jered, Dan 
& Dominique in-person) 

• As part of the dignitaries’ presentations, the Reeve brought greetings and a congratulatory 
message to the assembly, which was attended by students, faculty, MLA, Town Council, County 
Council, staff, and community stakeholders.  

• Took advantage of the MLA’s presence and discussed other matters such as the opening of the 
Smoky Lake Courthouse, bridge funding, housing shortage, watercourse management etc. 
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September 12, 2023 – Joint Municipalities Meeting hosted by the Town of Smoky Lake (Lorne, Jered, 
Dominique, and Dan in-person) 

• Received updates from: Smoky Lake RCMP Detachment, Victim Services, Lakeland Catholic 
Separate School Division, Aspen View Public School Division, Smoky Lake Region Heritage Board. 

• Recommended Regional Heritage Tourism be brought to an Intermunicipal Collaboration 
Committee (ICC) Meeting. 

• Recommended utilizing a single web-based calendar through Lakeland DMO’s platform as a one-
stop resource for the community to learn about public events; and recommend each respective 
municipality share each other’s newsletters on their websites and on their social media. 

• Recommended a Regional Communication Strategy be brought a future Intermunicipal 
Collaboration Committee (ICC). 

 
September 13, 2023 – Elevate Wellness Meeting held in Town of Smoky Lake Chambers & virtually (Lorne 
- virtually) 

• Contacting Smoky Lake Senior Drop In Centre to inquire about hosting indoor badminton weekly 
as a community event. 

• Coordinating with Home Hardware owner to update/availability of backordered items. 

• The Smoky Lake Public Library will compile data of number of people taking out equipment and 
survey results for Elevate Wellness Evaluation Plan.   

• In progress as equipment backordered and still has not arrived and will make purchase at Home 
Hardware when items arrive. 

• Will make additional revisions and work with SL Library to ensure full listing of LoT items is on 
Smoky Lake Public Library website and will launch with new summer items of soccer and 
basketball. 

• Uploading data from evaluation surveys from Seedy Saturday event for next meeting. 

• Trail signage designs to be completed and sent out to team for final proofing then forwarded to 
printing company for completion. 

• Researching some quotes for greenery on panels like "ivy" or "hops." 

• Researching costs for solar post cap toppers for fence. 

• Purchasing twenty-five dollar gift card from Home Hardware in appreciation of volunteer 
contribution for herb garden help at planter in Devonian Park. 

• Providing more information on art panels on cedar fence based on previous project from Millet 
coalition.  

• Preparing a Request for Decision for the Devonian Park Bulletin Board partnership to be 
presented at the next regular Town of Smoky Lake Council Meeting on behalf of the Elevate 
Wellness Committee. 

• Updated draft Budget will be presented at the next team meeting. 
 
September 14, 2023 – Regional Community Development Committee RCDC in Chambers (Lorne in-person) 

• Reviewed and recommended changes to the CEDO position job description, contract, salary and 
advertisement. 
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September 18, 2023 – Special Council Meeting in Chambers/virtual (Lorne, Jered, Linda & Dominique in-
person, Dan - virtually) 

• Discussed the bridge identified as BF08200, on Township Road 590, East of Range Road 132 which 
was closed on June 26, 2023, due to structural failure. 

• A motion to repair the bridge as an unbudgeted expense out of General Capital Reserves, to 
temporarily re-open the bridge with a 5-ton weight restriction was defeated, and the bridge will 
remain closed until provincial funding is available to replace it.  

 
September 20, 2023 – Elevate Wellness “Trail Map” Meeting (Lorne - virtually) 

• Reviewed, recommended changes and final proofed the Trail Map signage design, size, material, 
and installation etc. to forward to sign company for costs etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
For more information, please visit the Smoky Lake County Website under Council Meeting Minutes and 
Agendas. www.smokylakecounty.ab.ca 
Yours Truly, Lorne Halisky, Smoky Lake County Reeve, and Councillor Division 4 

http://www.smokylakecounty.ab.ca/
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PO Box 460, 56 Wheatland Avenue 
Smoky Lake AB  T0A 3C0 
PH: 780-656-3674 | FX: 780-656-3675 
smokylake.ca | town@smokylake.ca 

 
September 13, 2023 
 
Lisa Sparks 
Site Manager 
Lac La Biche & Smoky Lake Healthcare Centres 
Lisa.sparks@albertahealthservices.ca 
 
Dear Lisa, 
 
Re: Request Assurance of Emergency Department Coverage during the Great White 
North Weigh Off & Pumpkin Fair in Smoky Lake 
 
On behalf of the Doctor Retention and Recruitment Committee within the Smoky Lake 
Region, we are proactively requesting that the Emergency Department at the George 
McDougall Smoky Lake Healthcare Centre be fully operational for the duration of the 
Pumpkin Fair weekend on October 5 through 8, 2023. 
 
We realize this is a challenge for Alberta Health Services due to physician vacancies 
and the inability to secure locum coverage as we’ve experienced significant 
interruptions in Emergency Department operations in 2023.  
 
The Pumpkin Fair weekend draws 8,000 to 10,000 people annually to the Town of Smoky 
Lake. We would appreciate assurance that extra efforts will be made to ensure 
standard operations will be maintained with regard to access to the Emergency 
Department to ensure the safety for our long term residents and visitors during the 
event. 
 
We thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Lorne Halisky 
Chair, Doctor Retention and Recruitment Committee    
 
cc: Janet Barclay, Director, North Zone Area 7 janet.barclay@albertahealthservices.ca 

Dr. Brian Muir, Zone Medical Director, AHS North Zone brian.muir@albertahealthservices.ca 
Alberta Medical Association AMA locumservices@albertadoctors.org 
Smoky Lake Medical Centre drsraub@gmail.com 
Glenn van Dijken, MLA Athabasca Athabasca.Barrhead.Westlock@assembly.ab.ca  
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Public Security Division 
10th Floor, John E. Brownlee Building 
10365 97 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada  T5J 3W7 
Telephone: 780-427-3457 

 
 

 
March 1, 2023 
 
 

Mr. Gene Sobolewski 
Chief Administrative Officer 
Smoky Lake County  
PO Box 310   
Smoky Lake AB  T0A 3C0 
 
Dear Mr. Sobolewski: 
 
This letter is an annual notification of the Government of Alberta’s legislation for collecting a 
municipality’s policing cost share under the Police Funding Model (PFM) Regulation. Through a system 
of shared responsibility between the government and municipalities, a portion of the costs of frontline 
policing is allotted back to each municipality based on a number of factors: population, equalized 
assessment, crime severity, shadow population, and detachment location. 
 
As per the Police Funding Model (PFM) Regulation, each municipality will contribute a portion of 
frontline policing costs based on a 20 per cent cost recovery for the fiscal year 2022/23. Total revenue 
generated is estimated to be $44,784,300 and will be reinvested in Alberta policing initiatives. For fiscal 
year 2023/24 and going forward, municipalities will be invoiced based on a 30 per cent cost recovery. For 
your planning purposes, please use your invoiced amount for 2022/23 and add an additional 50 per cent to 
estimate your 2023/24 invoice total.        
 
Please remit payment within 45-days of the invoice made payable to the Government of Alberta and 
forward to the address provided on the invoice. 
 
Any questions related to the financial details of this invoice may be directed to the attention of Gordon 
Crawford at gordon.crawford@gov.ab.ca. Other background and contextual inquiries regarding the policy 
of PFM may be directed to Lisa Gagnier at lisa.gagnier@gov.ab.ca. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
M. A. (Marlin) Degrand, M.O.M. 
Assistant Deputy Minister 
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 Classification: Protected A 

Cost Breakdown 
 
The provincial payment generating $44,784,300 in revenue after modifiers is calculated on an annual 
basis using 50 per cent population, 50 per cent equalized assessment, and modifiers/subsidies for crime 
severity, shadow populations, and detachment location.  
 
Provincial Data 

 
Municipal Data 

Notes 
 
 
Population provided by Alberta Treasury Board and Finance 
 
Equalized Assessment – an annual calculation that measures the 
relative wealth of a municipality creating a common assessment 
base. It determines the ability of a community to pay a portion of 
policing costs in this context. 
 
 
 
Municipality Population / PFM Population 
 
Municipality Equalized Assessment / PFM Equalized Assessment 
 
Population % of provincial x 50% population x Total Base 
Estimate 
 
Equalized Assessment % x 50% x Total Base Estimate 
 
 
 
 
 
Note 1: CSI Subsidy received if above rural municipal average. 
Accounts for volume and seriousness of crime based on 
incarceration rates. A three-year average is used to calculate your 
average CSI. 
 
Note 2: Shadow Population – temporary residents of a 
municipality employed by an industrial or commercial 
establishment for a minimum of 30 days within a municipal 
census year. Shadow populations use the municipality’s services 
but do not contribute to its tax base. Subsidy is up to 5% of total 
share.  
Note 3: No detachment subsidy provided if town/municipality 
does not have access to a detachment.  

Revenue Generated 
2022-23 after modifiers 

Total Municipal 
Population (2021)  

Total Equalized 
Assessment (2023) 

Total Revenue 
Base Estimate 

$44,784,300 762,490 303,816,170,576 $46,500,000 

Smoky Lake County Data/Cost 
Breakdown 

2021 Population  
 

4,097 

2023 Equalized 
Assessment  
 

$716,866,661 

Equalized Assessment  
per capita 
 

$174,974 

Population % of total 
for PFM  

0.53732% 

Equalized Assessment 
% of total for PFM  

0.23595% 

Amount based on 50% 
Population (A) 

$124,927  

Amount based on 50% 
Equalized Assessment 
(B) 

$54,858 

Total share policing 
cost C = (A + B) 

$179,785 

Less modifiers:  
Subsidy from Crime 
Severity Index (CSI) 
Value (variable %) 
(Note 1) 

$10,200 

Subsidy from Shadow 
Population (variable 
%) (Note 2) 

$   0 

5%  for No 
Detachment Subsidy 
(Note 3) 

$   0 

Total share with 
modifiers 

$169,585 



 

 

INVOICE 

Classification: Protected A 

                     

Invoice No.  1800033317 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invoiced to:  Smoky Lake County  Date:  March 23, 2023 

Address:   PO Box 310    

     

City:  Smoky Lake  Prov/Terr:   AB  Postal 
Code: 

T0A 3C0 

Attention:  Mr. Gene Sobolewski   

       

Qty  Description  Unit 
Price 

Total 

   
 
 
Police Funding Model (PFM) Fiscal 2022‐23 

   
 
 

$169,585 
    

Smoky Lake County 
 
 
Please remit payment within 45 days 
 

   

  For Finance Use Only: 
BP#  70003696 
Cr. 100062/4090801100/624316/1005590/42  Subtotal 

 

GST#R124072513 
 
Payment due upon receipt. Past due accounts are subject to a late 
payment charge. 
 
Cheques are to be made payable to: GOVERNMENT OF ALBERTA 

 
GST 

 

Total 

 
 
 
$169,585 

Please remit to: 
Government of Alberta 
c/o Ministry of Public Safety and Emergency Services  
Corporate Services Division 
6th Floor, 9833 ‐ 109 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta   T5K 2E8 
Attention:  Accounts Receivable 
JSG.FinancialOperations@gov.ab.ca 



 

 

September 19, 2023 

Dan Gawalko, Deputy Reeve, Division 1 Representative 
Smoky Lake County Council 
Box 144, Vilna AB 
T0A 3L0 

RE: Vilna National Truth & Reconciliation Day Celebration Pipe Ceremony & Feast 

Dear Deputy Reeve Gawalko, 

Vilna School is hosting a pipe ceremony on Friday, September 29th starting at 10:30 am in the Vilna School agora.  We 
would be honored if you or your designated representative could attend. There will a stew and bannock feast to follow. 

Your participation does not require engaging with the pipe, though please feel free to do so; additional guidance will be 
provided by the elder during the ceremony. According to tradition, women in attendance are asked to wear long skirts. 

Please RSVP by contacting myself danielle.girard@aspenview.org or by calling 780-636-3651 by September 25th to 
confirm your attendance.  Thank you.   

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Danielle Girard, Assistant Principal 
Vilna School 

 

VILNA SCHOOL  
 

Principal: Joe Harrington 
Vice-Principal: Danielle Girard 
 

B0X 190 
VILNA, AB T0A 3L0 
Email Address: vilna@aspenview.org 
PHONE: 780-636-3651, 780-636-3525    
FAX: 780-636-3502 

(Aspen View Public Schools #78) 

 

WORK HARD  
BE KIND 

mailto:danielle.girard@aspenview.org
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From: Jennifer Cunningham <Jennifer.Cunningham@gov.ab.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2023 9:44:24 a.m. 
Cc: Jennifer Cunningham <Jennifer.Cunningham@gov.ab.ca> 
Subject: 2023 Fall Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) Convention Minister Meetings 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Good morning, 
  
I am pleased to advise that Honourable Devin Dreeshen, Minister of Transportation and Economic 
Corridors will be hosting a limited number of meetings on November 9, 2023 during the 2023 Fall RMA 
convention in Edmonton. 
   
If you would like to request a meeting with the Minister during the RMA convention, please reply to this 
email by September 29, 2023.  
  
Due to limited availability, please provide your meeting requests and include three priority items for 
discussion as soon as possible. A response will be provided as soon as the meeting schedule has been 
established. 
   
Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me directly.  
  
Thank you, 
  

Jennifer Cunningham 
Issues Manager, Assistant Deputy Minister Office 
Construction and Maintenance Division 
Alberta Transportation and Economic Corridors 
780-427-5718 or 587-372-5305 
  
 

Classification: Protected A 
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