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 Minutes of Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board 
Organizational and Regular Meeting held on Friday, October 13, 
2023, at 9:02 A.M. held in Smoky Lake County Council Chambers and 
virtually online through Electronic Communication Technology. 
 
The meeting was called to Order by the County’s Interim Chief 
Administrative Officer, Lydia Cielin, in the presence of the following 
persons: 

   ATTENDANCE 
 Title Name Friday Oct. 13, 2023 
 Committee Member Dan Gawalko Present in Chambers 
 Committee Member Jered Serben Present in Chambers 
 Alt. Committee Member Dominique Cere Absent 
 Alt. Committee Member Lorne Halisky Absent 
 Producer-at-Large Member Tori Ponich Present in Chambers 
 Producer-at-Large Member Curtis Boychuk Present in Chambers 
 Producer-at-Large Member Tamara Flondra Present in Chambers 
 Alt. Producer-at-Large Member Kurt Melnyk Present in Chambers 
 Alt. Producer-at-Large Member Brett Rurka Present in Chambers 
 County Interim CAO Lydia Cielin Present in Chambers 
 Ag. Fieldman Carleigh Danyluk Present in Chambers 
 Assistant Ag. Fieldman Amanda Kihn Present in Chambers 
 County Executive Services/R.S. Patti Priest Present Virtually 
 ********************************************************* 
 No Members of the Media were Present.  

No Members of the Public were Present. 
 

 1. Election of Chairperson/Vice-Chairperson: 
 

Chairperson  
 The Interim Chief Administrative Officer called a first (1) time for 

nominations for Chairperson of Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural 
Service Board. 
 
 

ASB001-23: Ponich That Councillor Dan Gawalko be nominated as the Chairperson of 
Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board. 
 
The Interim Chief Administrative Officer called a second (2) time for 
nominations for Chairperson. 
 
The Interim Chief Administrative Officer called a third (3) time for 
nominations for Chairperson. 
 
HEARING NO FURTHER NOMINATIONS. 
 

 The Interim Chief Administrative Officer declared nominations for the 
Chairperson of Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board, 
ceased. 

 
 

 Mr. Dan Gawalko was declared elected by acclamation by the Chief 
Administrative Officer as the Chairperson of Smoky Lake County’s 
Agricultural Service Board, for the ensuing year and assumed the Chair. 
 
 

Vice-Chairperson 
 As per Bylaw No. 1441-23: Agricultural Service Board, Section 5.2, the 

Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson must be a Member of Council from 
Smoky Lake County, and Mr. Jered Serben was declared elected by 
acclamation by the Chairperson as the Vice-Chairperson of Smoky Lake 
County’s Agricultural Service Board for the ensuing year. 
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 2.     Agenda: 
 

ASB002-23: Ponich That Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board Meeting Agenda 
for Friday, October 13, 2023, be adopted as amended: 
 

Addition: 
1. Provincial Agricultural Service Board Conference, January 

22-24, 2024, in Lethbridge, Alberta. 
Carried Unanimously. 

 
 

 3. Minutes: 
 

ASB003-23: Serben That the Minutes of Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board 
Meeting held on February 21, 2023, be adopted as presented.  

Carried. 
 
 

 4.    Request for Decision: 
 
 Nil. 

 
 

 5.    Issue for Information: 
 

Orientation Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board 
 Carleigh Danyluk, Agricultural Fieldman, conducted round table 

introductions, provided housekeeping, emergency exit, and muster point 
information. 
 
Each respective Agricultural Service Board Producer-at-Large executed 
an Oath of Office and Confidentiality Agreement, as per Policy 
Statement No. 62-19-04: Agricultural Service Board Producer-at-Large: 
Terms of Reference.                
 
The Agricultural Fieldman also provided an overview of protocol was 
provided in respect to Bylaw No. 1441-23: Agricultural Service Board 
and Policy Statement No. 62-19-04: Agricultural Service Board 
Producer-at-Large: Terms of Reference, Schedule “B” Oath of 
Confidentiality Agreement, Schedule “C” Producer-at-Large Expense 
Claim. 
 
 
 
 

 5. Correspondence: 
 

Northeast Regional Agricultural Service Board Conference 
ASB004-23: Serben That Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board Members and 

relevant Administration who can attend – attend, the Northeast Regional 
Agricultural Service Board Conference, scheduled for October 20, 2023, 
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., to be held at Métis Crossing. 

Carried. 
 

Brazeau County – Expectations to Strengthen the Alberta Weed Control Act 
ASB005-23: Flondra That Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board acknowledge 

receipt of the letter received from Liz Seutter-Rosell, Agricultural 
Service Board Chairperson, Brazeau County, dated September 12, 2023 
in respect to Expectations to Strengthen the Alberta Weed Control Act; 
and write a letter to the Minister of Agriculture and Irrigation, supporting 
same. 

Carried. 
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 7. Delegation: 
 

Alberta Agriculture & Irrigation’s Agricultural Service Board Program Orientation 
 Present before the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board from 

10:08 a.m. to 11:23 a.m., was Doug Macaulay, Agricultural Service 
Board Program Manager, Alberta Agriculture & Irrigation, to provide 
the following presentation including but not limit to the follow slides:  
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 6. Correspondence: 
 

Report Card on the Resolutions 2023 
ASB006-23: Serben That Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board acknowledge 

receipt of the information received from Linda Hunt, Executive 
Assistant, Agricultural Service Board Provincial Committee, dated 
September 21, 2023, in respect to the Year-2023 Report Card on the 
Resolutions, as follows:  
 

# Resolution Grade 
1-23 Creation of a mid-level Alberta veterinary medical 

association (ABVMA) professional designation 
Accept in Principle 

2-23 Rural veterinary students Accept in Principle 
3-23 Applied research associations funding Accept in Principle 
4-23 Grizzly bear population impact on agricultural 

production 
Incomplete 

5-23 Landowner special license Accept in Principle 
6-23 Enforcement of water management Alberta water act Incomplete 
7-23 Campaign to raise awareness on the disparity between 

consumer pricing and producer revenue 
DEFEATED 

8-23 Consideration of municipal environmental and 
agricultural policies for large scale solar and related 
energy developments on agricultural lands 

Incomplete 

9-23 Synthetic fertilizer emissions Incomplete 
10-23 Organic production certification standards and 

provincially regulated weeds 
Incomplete 

11-23 Loss of 2% liquid strychnine Accept the 
Response 

12-23 Review of the land and property rights tribunal (LPRT) Incomplete 
E1-23 Stable regional agricultural extension funding Incomplete 
E2-23 Stable funding for farm mental health Incomplete 
E3-23 Supporting a vibrant cervid industry in Alberta Incomplete 

 
Carried. 
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 7. Delegation: 
 

Alberta Agriculture & Irrigation’s Agricultural Service Board Program Orientation 
ASB007-23: Flondra 
 

That Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board acknowledge 
receipt of the Orientation provided in respect to Agricultural Service 
Board Program, by the October 13, 2023, Delegation: Doug Macaulay, 
Alberta Agriculture & Irrigation’s Agricultural Service Board Program 
Manager. 

Carried. 
 

 6. Correspondence: 
 

Agricultural Service Board Position Statement 
ASB008-23: Boychuk That Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board acknowledge 

recipe of the email from Linda Hunt, Executive Assistant, Agricultural 
Service Board Provincial Committee, dated September 25, 2023, 
including the document titled: “Agricultural Service Board Position 
Statement” in respect to Agricultural Extension. 

Carried. 
 

 Addition to the Agenda: 
 

Provincial Agricultural Service Board Conference in Lethbridge 
ASB009-23: Ponich That Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board Members and 

relevant administration who can attend – attend the Provincial 
Agricultural Service Board Conference, scheduled for January 22-24, 
2024, in Lethbridge, Alberta. 

Carried. 
 

 8.    Executive Session: 
 

 No Executive Session. 
 
 

 9. Date and time of Next Meeting(s): 
 

Next Meeting  
ASB010-23: Flondra The next Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board Meeting be 

scheduled for Tuesday, December 12, 2023, at 9:00 a.m., to be held 
virtually, through Electronic Communication Technology as per Bylaw 
1376-20 and/or physically in County Council Chambers. 

Carried. 
 

Meeting Recessed Meeting recessed for Lunch, time 11:46 a.m.   
Meeting Reconvened The meeting reconvened on a call to order by Chairperson at 12:35 p.m. 

in the presence of all Board Members, County Interim Chief 
Administrative Officer, County Executive Services Clerk, and 
Delegation: Alyssa Krawchuk, Executive Director, Lakeland 
Agricultural Research Association (LARA). 
 

 7. Delegation: 
 

Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) 
 Virtually present before the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service 

Board from 12:35 p.m. to 12:58 p.m., was Alyssa Krawchuk, Executive 
Director, Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA), to 
provide a verbal report of LARA activities, including but not limited to 
the following points:  

 Have been partnering for 9-years with Smoky Lake County. 
 LARA is a non-profit agricultural research association serving 

Northeastern Alberta since 199, born from a collaboration of 
local producers who saw the need for regional agricultural 
research and extension, LARA works to support sustainable 
agriculture in the Lakeland. 
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 LARA serves the municipal districts of Bonnyville, County of 
St. Paul, Smoky Lake County, and Lac La Biche County. 

 Our mandate is to conduct innovative and unbiased research, 
give demonstrations, offer programs, and provide resources to 
local farmers. 

 LARA currently has 3 full-time and 2 part-time employees.  
 If Smoky Lake County increased funding LARA could provide: 

o free feed testing 
o more extension events 
o bigger extension events 

 Upcoming Events include: 
o November 16, 2023 Working Well Workshop 
o December 1, 2023 Finding Fairness in Farm Transition with 

Elaine Froese, in Smoky Lake. 
o Drone Certification Course coming up in Ashmont soon. 

 
 
 

Jered Serben, Committee Member, left the meeting, time 12:45 p.m. 

 
 

Alyssa Krawchuk, Executive Director, Lakeland Agricultural Research 
Association (LARA), virtually left the meeting, time 12:59 p.m. 
  

 7. Correspondence: 
 

Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) – Letter 
ASB011-23: Boychuk That Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board acknowledge 

receipt of the letter received from Alyssa Krawchuk, Director, Lakeland 
Agricultural Research Association, dated August 23, 2023, requesting 
consideration to increase the municipal funding contribution from 
Smoky Lake County, in the amount of over $55,000.00 towards LARA’s 
Year-2024 operating budget. 

Carried. 
 

Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) - Delegation 
ASB012-23: Flondra 
 

That Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board acknowledge 
receipt of the presentation from the October 13, 2023, Delegation: 
Alyssa Krawchuk, Executive Director, Lakeland Agricultural Research 
Association (LARA). 

Carried. 
 

Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) – Funding Request 
ASB013-23: Ponich That Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board defer further 

discussion in respect making a recommendation to Smoky Lake County 
Council to either: fund, not fund, increase, or decrease, the municipal 
contribution towards the Lakeland Agricultural Research Association 
(LARA) Year-2024 operating budget; to allow time to determine the 
value of LARA services to Smoky Lake County, through Board 
conducted consultation with fellow producers, and through a ‘request for 
feedback’ advertisement on the County’s social media and Grapevine.   
 

Carried. 
 ADJOURNMENT: 

 
ASB014-23: Boychuk That Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board Meeting of 

October 13, 2023, be adjourned, time 1:33 p.m. 
   Carried. 

 
                                    _________________________________ 

    CHAIRPERSON 
 
 
 
 

    S E A L 
  _________________________________  

 CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 


