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 SMOKY LAKE COUNTY 
 

Minutes of the County Council Meeting held on Thursday, December 
14, 2023, at 9:01 A.M. held both virtually online and physically in 
Council Chambers. 

The meeting was called to order by the Reeve, Mr. Jered Serben, in the 
presence of the following persons: 
 

   ATTENDANCE 
 Div. No. Councillor(s) Thursday, Dec. 14, 2023 
 1 Dan Gawalko Present in Chambers 
 2 Linda Fenerty Present in Chambers 
 3 Dominique Cere Present in Chambers 
 4 Lorne Halisky Present in Chambers 
 5 Jered Serben Present in Chambers 
 Interim CAO Lydia Cielin Present in Chambers 
 Finance Manager Brenda Adamson Present in Chambers 
 Executive Svcs/R.S. Patti Priest Present in Chambers 
 Plan/Dev Manager Jordan Ruegg Virtually Present 
 Planning Technician Kyle Schole Virtually Present 
    
 ********************************************************* 
  
 Observers in Attendance Upon Call to Order: 
 GIS Operator Carole Dowhaniuk Virtually Present 
 Fire Chief Scott Franchuk Virtually Present 
 Natural Gas Manager Daniel Moric Virtually Present 
 Communications Officer Evonne Zukiwski Virtually Present  
 Public Works Manager Chris Minailo Present in Chambers 
 Community Peace Officer Tate Murphy Present in Chambers 
 Municipal Clerk Jenna Preston Virtually Present  
 Fire Services Clerk Meaghan Andreychuk Virtually Present  
 Deputy Fire Chief Spencer Kotylak Virtually Present  
 Loss Prevention Co. Trevor Tychkowsky Virtually Present  
 Ag Fieldman Carleigh Danyluk Virtually Present  
 Assist. Ag Fieldman Amanda Kihn Virtually Present  
 Enviro & Parks Manager Dave Franchuk Virtually Present  
    
 Public 53 Members Present in Chambers 
 Public 22 Members Virtually Present 
    
 ********************************************************* 
    

Moment of Silence  
 Council and those present observed a minute of silence to honour Johnny 

Cherniwchan, former Smoky Lake County Councillor for Division Two, 
in the 2017-2021 term, who passed away on December 11, 2023, at the 
age of 74 years. 
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 2. Agenda: 
 

182-23: Halisky That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting Agenda for Thursday, 
December 14, 2023, be adopted, as amended: 
 

Deletion to the Agenda: 
 Item # 4.2: Kevin D. Kisilevich, GO EAST of Edmonton 

Regional Tourism – Update and Request for Year-2024 
Advertising Renewal (rescheduled to January 11, 2024). 

Addition to the Agenda: 
 Item # 7.13: Roadway License Agreement RLA-002-23, 

Range Road 171, between Township Road 595A & Township 
Road 621 – Application from Smoky Lake Trail Twisters 
Snowmobile Club.  

Carried Unanimously. 
 

 3.  Minutes: 
 

Minutes of November 15, 2023, Council Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) Recruitment  
183-23: Gawalko That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Chief 

Administrative Officer (CAO) Recruitment Meeting held on 
Wednesday, November 15, 2023, be adopted as presented. 

Carried. 
 

Minutes of November 21, 2023, Council Budget 
184-23: Fenerty That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Budget Meeting held on 

Tuesday, November 21, 2023, be adopted as presented. 
Carried. 

 
Minutes of November 23, 2023, Council Regular  
185-23: Cere That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Regular 

Meeting held on Thursday, November 23, 2023, be adopted as 
presented. 

Carried. 
 

Minutes of December 5, 2023, Council Budget  
186-23: Halisky That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Budget Meeting 

held on Tuesday, December 5, 2023, be adopted as presented. 
Carried. 

 
 7. Request for Decision: 

 
7.1. Hamlet of Bellis Sewage Connection Request 
187-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council approve to waive the Sewage 

Connection Fee in the amount of $2,500.00, as per Bylaw No. 1265-14: 
Water & Sewer, for the land legally described as SE-34-59-15 W4, at 
the municipal address 15218 TWP RD 595A, along the Hamlet of Bellis, 
and commence levying an additional service charge for “sewage 
operation and maintenance frontage” starting in Year-2024, on the said 
property, in reference to Bylaw No. 666, and Bylaw No. 1412-22. 
 

Carried. 
 

7.2. Vilna Solar Project – Potential Cost-Sharing Models & Community Development 
188-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Administration pro-actively approach the 

proponent of the “Vilna Solar Project” to explore options including but 
not limited to, cost-sharing models and/or cooperative concepts for 
community development, in respect to the proposed solar energy 
development located on the lands legally described as NW 24-59-14-
W4M & NE 24-59-14-W4M. 

Carried. 
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County Council Meeting Recessed 
 
 The Smoky Lake County Reeve announced the Council Meeting 

recessed, time 9:20 a.m. 
 

 PUBLIC HEARING: 
 

Bylaw No. 1453-23: a Bylaw of Smoky Lake to amend the Land Use Bylaw No. 1272-14, for 
the purposes defining Supportive Living Facilities and creating provisions relating thereto, 
and to rezone Part of River Lot 15 (Victoria Settlement) from Victoria Commercial (C2) 
District to Direct Control (DC2) District’ 
1.0 Opening 
 
 The Public Hearing was called to order at 9:21 a.m. by the Reeve, Jered 

Serben in the physical presence of all Council members, Interim Chief 
Administrative Officer, Finance Manager, Executive Services Clerk, 
Public Works Manager, Community Peace Officer, and 53 Members of 
the Public in Council Chambers, with the Planning and Development 
Manager, Planning Technician, GIS Operator, Fire Chief, Natural Gas 
Manager, Communications Officer, Municipal Clerk, Fire Services 
Clerk, Deputy Fire Chief, Loss Prevention Coordinator, Agricultural 
Fieldman, Assistant Agricultural Fieldman, Environment & Parks 
Manager, and 22 Members of the Public in attendance online, virtually. 
 
Confirmation was provided by the Planning and Development Manager 
that the Public Hearing had been advertised and notice was provided in 
accordance with the applicable legislation. 
 
The purpose of the hearing was summarized: 

To obtain public input in regard to Bylaw No. 1453-23: a Bylaw 
of Smoky Lake to amend the Land Use Bylaw No. 1272-14, for 
the purposes defining Supportive Living Facilities and creating 
provisions relating thereto, and to rezone Part of River Lot 15 
(Victoria Settlement) from Victoria Commercial (C2) District to 
Direct Control (DC2) District’. 
 

2.0 Staff Presentation 
 

 Jordan Ruegg, Planning and Development Manager provided the 
following information: 
 
BACKGROUND: 

 The Smoky Lake County Planning and Development 
Department received an application to amend Smoky Lake 
County Land Use Bylaw No. 1272-14, from the Métis Nation of 
Alberta, dated October 4, 2023, to allow for the development of 
a 75-bed Supportive Living Facility. 

 The lands in question are approximately 158.55 acres in area, 
and are separated into two portions, one north of Victoria Trail 
and the other to the south of Victoria Trail. The proposed 
Supportive Living Facility is planned to be located on the portion 
of River Lot 15 lying south of Victoria Trail. 

 In its current iteration, Land Use Bylaw No. 1272-14 does not 
include a definition of “Supportive Living Facility” nor any 
similar land use type, nor does Bylaw No. 1272-14 contain 
provisions pertaining to Supportive Living Facilities and does 
not currently allow for Supportive Living Facilities to be located 
in any of the existing land use Districts as neither a Permitted 
Use nor as a Discretionary Use.   

 Propose Bylaw No.1453-23 proposes to address these 
shortcomings in Bylaw No. 1272-14 by providing for a 
definition of Supportive Living Facility, by also providing 
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provisions that ensure that issues relating to Supportive Living 
Facilities are addressed in ways that ensure public safety, 
environmental protection and minimize impacts on adjacent 
landowners, and to ensure that these types of facilities are located 
in appropriate locations. 

 The subject site is classified as “Commercial” under Section 7.2 
(Future Land Use Map) of Smoky Lake County Municipal 
Development Plan Bylaw No. 1249-12, which is congruent with 
the proposed rezoning.  

 The subject site is classified as “Commercial” of the Victoria 
District Area Structure Plan Bylaw No. 1305-17. According to 
Policy #46, “Commercial operations that are not home-based or 
agricultural-based will be encouraged to develop on lands 
designated as Commercial on Map 1 – Future Land Use”. This 
proposal is congruent with Policy #46. 

 The subject site is classified as “Culture and Tourism Area” on 
Map 7.3 Future Land Use of Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1383-20: Smoky Lake County & Lamont County Intermunicipal 
Development Plan, and is located within the “Referral Area” as 
shown on Map 7.2 Plan Area and Referral Area Boundaries. 
According to Policy 4.2.2 of Bylaw No. 1383-20, “Lands within 
the Culture and Tourism Area may be developed for a range of 
rural agricultural, residential, commercial, institutional, and 
recreational uses.” This proposal is congruent with Policy #4.2.2. 
 

NOTICE: 
 Public Notice has been advertised for two weeks consecutively 

in newsprint in the Redwater Review on November 29, 2023, 
and December 6, 2023. 

 Public Notice has also been posted on the Smoky Lake County 
website since November 27, 2023, and on the County’s 
Facebook page on November 27, 2023.   

 Adjacent landowners were notified of the proposed Bylaw and 
Public Hearing by Notice, sent on November 24, 2023. 

 Lamont County was notified of the proposed Bylaw and Public 
Hearing by Notice on November 24, 2023. 

 
3.0 Public Presentations Via Written Submissions 

 
 There were 5 written submissions received in advance of the December 

14, 2023, Public Hearing, as follows: 
 
Submission #1, read into the record: 
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Submission #2, read into the record: 

 
 
Submission #3, read into the record: 

 
 
Submission #4, read into the record: 

 
 
Submission #5, read into the record: 
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4.0 Public Presentations at the Public Hearing from the Proponent: 
 

 Metis Nation of Alberta’s representatives: Aaron Barner, Senior 
Executive Officer and Reagan Bartel, Director of Health, spoke in 
favour, including but not limited to the following points: 
 The Metis Nation of Alberta is the largest indigenous government 

in Canada, we have 65,000 citizens, we have in excess of 400 staff 
on our annual budgets and in excess of $250 million, we are the 
largest indigenous housing provider in Canada, over a thousand 
houses. Right now, we are building e.g., 127 unit building in 
Edmonton. We have our own lending institution.  

 Partnerships are something that we take very seriously within our 
nation, kinship and community ties are central to our way being our 
values, they are head and heart for us, so everything we do centers 
that in the work that we do. 

 We do not take on projects that we do not believe in, that we do not 
believe really add value to our communities or our health and well-
being. We have many successes; the province is adopting our 
Alberta Metis cancer strategy, which is work that looks to support 
folks on a cancer journey and I highlight this because it is evidence 
that we know how to look at a complex problem, break it down into 
really great pieces and work with our partners to build and create 
wonderful programs and infrastructure that will support not just us 
as a community, but our neighbors, province, and nation as a whole.  

 We do have a very strong grounding in mental health and substance 
abuse within our nation and we sit on many provincial and national 
committees and decision-making bodies to support doing things in 
a good way. It’s a story of hope. We all know people who have 
family and friends who have been impacted by the choices that they 
have made to cope with things that are often out of their control. 

 We know that as a community, if we can lift people up, that we see 
folks recover, we see folks coming back home to our communities 
contributing in incredible ways and living incredible, wonderful 
lives, we know that folks who struggle with substance abuse are 
worth it; they are our family, they are our friends and they are our 
community.  
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 We are looking to build a continuum of care. And so, what does 
that mean? That means recovery communities from a holistic, long-
term place where folks can stay with us. 

 To be very clear the space that we are hoping to build, healing 
waters, is the middle of our recovery journey, so when we hear, 
‘detox’, that is not happening at this facility. We are past detox. We 
have already welcomed folks into our new beginnings’ treatment. 
So, they have already had a chance to understand some of the 
routines and things that come with being a part of a recovery 
community; and that is when they would transition to the recovery 
center at Healing Waters.  

 Recovery is the focus, there are no in-and-out folks coming, they 
are committing to staying up to a year within this facility, which is 
very secure, monitored and staffed appropriately, and before we 
remove them to their own communities, again, discharge planning 
starts on admission, and we are welcoming folks back into our own 
post treatment transitional housing back in the city. So, the goal of 
this continuum is not to inject recovery folks into the community. 
It is to ensure that they have the skills and the treatment that they 
need to go out and do beautiful things in the world. 

 After they are done their detox, they will come into pre-treatment 
housing, they will form cohorts, they will form connections, they 
will get their meds done, they will be forming connections with 
Counciling, they will move as a cohort into the recovery.  

 We are not doing a ‘safe injection’ site in Smoky Lake County. We 
are talking about people that are well into their journey of recovery, 
that have already detoxed, they have done pre-recovery and now 
they are in recovery. They will work with us prior to coming to the 
community.  

 We do have services such as opioid treatments, which are 
medications that may replace the substance that they use to prevent 
acute medical issues. We have Counciling, we have employment 
support, we are going to wrap these folks in essentially a 
community-based hug to ensure that they have what they need to 
be successful, clients will live on site.  

 It is a locked facility much like the 11 planned and 2 currently 
operating in our province already. 

 The approach to substance uses and mental health really did focus 
on acute interventions and that is where you do see some of the 
challenges because we know that if we take folks in, we give them 
everything they need to thrive, and then we put them back into 
spaces where they have none of those things, it can be very 
traumatizing for those folks. So, we are transitioning towards that 
recovery model that will improve outcomes for everybody. It is a 
coordinated network of personalized community-based services, 
and that is where the difference lies, we know as the power of 
community. 

 What we can do, Smoky Lake has seen that you are a strong 
community. Your pumpkin fest is known far and wide, and those 
are things that you do together, and we want to do the same to 
ensure that folks are accessing that holistic long-term management 
where folks can just come and thrive. Healing waters, again, just to 
emphasize it is a secure, Metis led with a holistic approach to 
healing combining both traditional Metis and western health care. 

 It is a 35-million-dollar investment into Smoky Lake County with 
construction set to start in spring of 2024. We have talked about it 
being on River Lot 15. We are not looking to create an institution; 
we are looking to continue with our incredible work.  

 So, we are talking about a 35-million-dollar investment, with 90 to 
120 jobs, 40 to 60 jobs in construction, and 50 to 60 full-time jobs.  
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4.0 Public Presentations at the Public Hearing from those Opposed: 
 

 
 

The following Members of the Public and/or Organization 
Representatives virtually and/or physically present, spoke in opposition 
of proposed Bylaw No. 1453-23: 
 
At 11:15 a.m., Victoria Home Guard Society Representative: Don 
Klym, read from his handout, as follows: 
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At 11:22 a.m., Don Klym, landowner, read from his handout, as follows: 
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At 11:32 a.m., Smoky Lake Heritage Board Society Representative, 
Noreen Easterbrook, read from her handout, as follows: 
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At 11:42 a.m., Noreen Easterbrook, homeowner, read from her handout, 
as follows: 

 
  

 
  

 
   
At 11:50 a.m., Irene van der Kloet, reiterated her written submission, 
read into the record as Written Submission #1. (see previous section of 
these minutes) 
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At 11:55 a.m., Craig Lukinuk, landowner, read from his handout, as 
follows: 

 

 

 
  



County Council Meeting          15450 
December 14, 2023 

 
  
  

***************************************************************************** 

RECESS The Public Hearing recessed for lunch, time 12:02 p.m.   
 

RECONVENE The Public Hearing reconvened on a call to order by Reeve Jered Serben 
at 1:00 p.m. in the physical presence of all Council members, Interim 
Chief Administrative Officer, Finance Manager, Executive Services 
Clerk, Public Works Manager, Community Peace Officer, and 53 
Members of the Public in Council Chambers, with the Planning and 
Development Manager, Planning Technician, GIS Operator, Fire Chief, 
Natural Gas Manager, Communications Officer, Municipal Clerk, Fire 
Services Clerk, Deputy Fire Chief, Loss Prevention Coordinator, 
Agricultural Fieldman, Assistant Agricultural Fieldman, Environment & 
Parks Manager, and 27 Members of the Public in attendance online, 
virtually. 
 

***************************************************************************** 
4.0 Public Presentations at the Public Hearing from those Opposed: 

 
 The following Members of the Public virtually and/or physically 

present, spoke in opposition of proposed Bylaw No. 1453-23: 
 

 At 1:01 p.m., Rick Smith, landowner, spoke in opposition, with his 
opinion including but not limited to the following points: 

 I live on Victoria Trail; I would like to open by saying I am here to object to 
the support living facility proposal to be built on River Lot 15, on the 
historical Victoria Trail and amongst residents and residential living families.  

 The main reason for this development is the tax revenue money and it has no 
benefit to tourism and the historical value of Victoria Trail that has already 
been put in place.  

 I am supportive of a facility like this, but not located on Victoria Trail, where 
tourism is the number one priority, a facility like this would be better serviced 
by people in a community where it would be doing the most, good.  

 Speaking with people, it seems that one of the main concerns is the problem 
of the people that will be coming to the facility and possibly bringing 
problems to our backyards. 

 Another large concern stated in the proposal is stated under disadvantages, it 
states the potential impact on adjacent property owners and the historical 
characteristic of surrounding area. 

 There is nothing in the proposal that says how far the surrounding area will 
encompass and how much of an impact it will have on property value. I do 
not know exactly how it works, but if you decrease property value, do you 
not also decrease taxes? 

 With a facility of this nature, one would assume there would be a need for 
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extra policing in place. Who would be responsible for ensuring the extra 
policing? I am also wondering how the wastewater will be dealt with. I would 
like to conclude saying that I feel stressed out and a bit blindsided by the 
passing of the first reading and the lack of transparency of Council's decision, 
I’ve spoken with other people who feel the same way as I do, I feel there is a 
need for more discussion.  

 
At 1:05 p.m., Chirs Wolanski, County Resident, spoke in opposition, 
with his opinion including but not limited to the following points: 

 A CBC article published May 11, 2023, stated Alberta's debt at $79.7 billion, 
I believe in responsible governing and common sense. I struggle to 
understand how a government can roll out a program like this. It is my 
understanding that the full capital investment will come from them with 
Metis Crossing limited responsible for the operational expenses, the funds for 
which will then come from the provincial government and federal 
government dollars to then cover those operating expenses. I understand that.  

 With the world we live in now, just us outright saying no to this could get 
spun terribly because we do not care about addicts or something like that. 

 And that is why it is good. We are not on a big stage or anything like that. 
This is a little reserved and all that kind of stuff. I wanted to mention there is 
divisiveness. Taking this money only compounds this problem. The 
perception that they get stuff and others do not, I strongly believe in the Metis 
ability to combat this problem addiction and recovery, but being funded by 
taxpayers is not a responsible decision position for all people. This is an 
important problem, undoubtedly. However, can we see behind this veil of 
money growing on trees and allowing the government to offer us imaginary 
fruit. I do not think we are. I do not understand it and I do not think others 
do, maybe. 

 Others understand it a bit more, but I just wanted to bring it out. Our 
provincial government’s not in a place to give out money as far as I am 
concerned. And I think that asking for this program and taking these dollars 
into our community, allowing these dollars to be given to us is not good and 
it does not sit well with me because I do not think we are ever digging 
ourselves out of this debt. And just taking money in with no plans of paying 
it back and this is a government program that exists, so maybe we will take 
the money; but that is all, speakers, and people. 

 
At 1:09 p.m., Christopher Greening, County Resident, spoke in 
opposition, with his opinion including but not limited to the following 
points: 

 Who wants to build a house beside that? I do not have all the facts about 
rehabilitation facilities. I can guarantee one fact is that I do not want to live 
by one. It gives me feelings of insecurity. The area is a dark sky preserve. I 
would hate to meet somebody who's just going out for a walk in the dark. It 
is different when it is your neighbors, you know, your community members, 
you know, their schedules, you know, where they like to walk, you know, 
their names. You can call them out and say, ‘hey, how is it going this 
evening?’. The people that are going to stay at this rehabilitation facility are 
temporary. They will come and go, some will be good, but some will be bad. 
It is not a positive thing to live close by. 

 One scenario could be if someone failed to go through treatment and runs 
away, could steal the closest car, will it happen? Probably not, but it could. 
The people who live nearby will have to deal with all the worry and 
insecurity. In the opinion of my real estate agent, the rezoning of Lot 15 to 
allow the construction of the rehabilitation facility will cause a drop in the 
surrounding property values.  

 The re-zoning to allow the construction of the rehabilitation facility on River 
Lot 15 will negatively impact Smoky Lake County tourism, in my opinion. It 
will be impacted by taking away the beauty of the landscape. The well-being 
of the residents in the community will be compromised further future 
development of the residential. 

 The historical atmosphere that has been maintained for years will lose its 
importance. Thank you for your time, Council.  

 
At 1:14 p.m., Emilee Feniak, County Resident, spoke in opposition from 
the side of the room, without a microphone and was inaudible.    
 
At 1:20 p.m., Graham Diezel, County Resident, spoke in opposition 
with his opinion including but not limited to the following points: 

 I love Metis Crossing, I think it is a fabulous facility; my daughter got married 
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there a year and a half ago.  

 I totally appreciate the need for a facility like the one proposed and strongly 
disagree with the location. Most of the voters I have spoken to agree that this 
project seems to have been fast tracked through the system. Unacceptable. 
That is basically it. I could agree with most of the points that the other people 
have made. But then I would be talking for 70 minutes. Thank you.  
 

At 1:22 p.m., Brittnay Turko, County Resident, spoke in opposition 
reiterating her late written submission received by email: 

My name is Brittany Turko and I am a resident at 17532 Victoria trail smoky lake County. 
 
I am opposed to the proposal. 
 
Good morning 
 
Thank you council members for allowing me to voice my concerns and thoughts towards 
the proposed rezone for River Lot 15, Victoria Settlement. 
 
My family and I own a farm just west of the land that is being spoken about today. We 
moved here in April 2022 after a very quick purchase, as we immediately knew that this 
location was our forever. 
 
In 2020 we had actually completed our first draft of floor plans to build. That following 
week I was diagnosed with cancer and all was plans were paused. A diagnosis like this 
obviously put many things into perspective, and shifted my priorities. It was a blessing in 
disguise when it came to finding the home we have now. I no longer wanted some big 
million dollar house, I fell in love with the trail and the location, not the house itself.  
 
This home has now healed me more than anyone will ever know. To own property along 
the historical victoria trail is sought after by many. For us home owners along the trail, 
we can’t fully put into words what our properties mean to us. This scenic, private, and 
comforting trail is something we will never take for granted. I have fallen in love with 
everything it is and all that the Victoria home guard Historic Society protects and 
preserves here.  
 
These committees and groups are formed by volunteers who love our area and county. 
They are not backed by money, and financial gain is not why we are here to voice our 
opposition. We are driven by love and passion. Please, council members, keep this in 
mind when making your decision.  
 
It is said that this is a post detox facility being built, but there are 160 acres to potentially 
develop. I don’t believe there is anything restricting future growth, or a guarantee that 
it won’t change or grow to include other steps throughout treatment in the future.  
 
I know these facilities are needed everywhere, I myself have had loved ones who have 
needed and used such facilities.  
 
But, I do not feel that this location that is recognized federally as historical should be 
changed in this way. A facility for drugs and/or alcohol abuse at this location does not 
coincide with what so many have worked to preserve and protect for years.  
 
Please don’t change what we all love, respect and want to protect about this trail we call 
home. 
 
Thank you.  

 
4.0 Public Presentations at the Public Hearing from those In Support: 

 
 
 

The following Members of the Public virtually or physically present 
spoke In Support of proposed Bylaw No. 1453-23: 
 
At 1:26 p.m., Michelle Wright, County Resident, spoke in favour, with 
her opinion including but not limited to the following points: 

 With the Metis Nation of Alberta proven partnerships, they are bringing 
networks of partnerships to the table.  

 We have housing issues, we have labor issues, we have transportation issues, 
we have infrastructure issues, we have sustainability issues, and we have 
community building and maintenance issues. These can all be addressed as 
we work together if we give the Council the chance to take the direct control 
and continue to manage this process forward, I do believe in the facility, and 
I also trust that the County Council is the right entity to be looking after our 
interests with this location. 

 We aspire to transform people who come here, whether they are visitors or 
whether they are residents, and in this case, the people who will be at this 
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facility, this health care facility, are those that are also here to be transformed, 
so whether we are transforming them through direct tourism, the visitor who 
comes down the boat in the river or whether they are a visitor who is being 
transformed purposely and by choice in a facility such as this nature. We built 
this district, and we invested in this district with the intention to share the 
district.  

 I again reiterate, I am trusting the councillors that I want you to continue to 
be a partner with the Metis Nation of Alberta in this proposal and that I would 
expect that you would still engage with the community about the proponent’s 
proposal and that this is not the end of the conversation.  

 Despite whether you are allowed to, or are not allowed to, in working with 
the council over the last 4 and a half years in my economic development role, 
I found them to be very open to listening to what people's concerns were.  

 While you may have a bigger hammer, you also have the bigger picture, you 
understand the tourism strategy that we have lived and breathed for the past 
few years. My expertise in this area and building this strategy was that it was 
to be built on transformative experiences.  

 We care about people in our community, we care about people outside of our 
community, and we want healing for all. This is a different type of visitor, 
but they are still visitors in our community. The bottom line is again, we could 
have a beautiful facility. It could be beautiful when viewed from the 
riverbanks, it could be well managed, and it could be a whole bunch of the 
other things that you have heard. But if we do not give direct control at this 
point, I do not believe we will have the opportunity to actually work through 
this with our partners and get it right. Thank you. 

 
At 1:31 p.m., Hank Holowaychuk, Town of Smoky Lake Resident, 
spoke in favour with his opinion including but not limited to the 
following points: 

 It is a couple acres on the banks of the Saskatchewan River that will not 
negatively impact any community, whether it is the dust, the traffic, there is 
a half a mile from there, 855 to that location. 

 Everybody that’s opposed here, they all traveled to Fort Saskatchewan, they 
all travel to the cities, they go to the malls that have had shootings. That is a 
problem throughout society, but this will be a place of hope and healing. So, 
remember that. Fort Saskatchewan has correctional institute right there and 
nobody in this room has any problem going there. All I am saying you jump 
on a plane, you go to Mexico, you go wherever, folks, the reality is, we know 
where the people are going to be in good hands with professional, capable 
people that have their well-being at heart. We do not know who comes up 
and down our highways, so please, please Council, give this its due 
consideration in time and continue to engage in the dialogue that these people 
are prepared to offer to work towards a viable solution. 

 Having said that, I am going to say this, the McDonald Hotel, how many 
people have stayed in McDonald Hotel, Google it, and just take a quick look 
around the 3-block area around the historic 110 years old hotel. It’s a historic 
district that coincides with all the other stuff that they have in the community, 
they are all just a couple blocks away. Guys, this is all doable. And it will 
serve us well into the future. If we fail on this, then folks on your way home, 
take a drive through Willingdon, take a drive through a Warspite, take a drive 
through other communities, because folks just have a good look at the world 
around you and what the implications are if we pass this opportunity by. 
$35,000,000. 45 jobs, 75 people. 

 Every couple of months people will transition to there and they will not be 
on the streets, and they will not be involved in negative stuff. They will be 
looking after their families, saving us millions and millions of dollars.  

 So, I think. I probably covered what I want to say. I want to urge the Council 
to separate the chaff from the wheat. A lot of stuff was presented today; with 
not one factual evidence to support devalued land properties, nothing was 
presented to this board at all. At this time, it’s speculation. Throw the 
speculation out the window or where it belongs. Throw the emotion out of 
the picture, deal with the facts. This is a positive development for this region.  

 Folks, I can just say these people in our gallery. What wonderful additions to 
our community. Leon, you live there now. All these other guys, Elmer, you 
come to town every day. These people support our community. They live and 
work amongst us. And tonight, I am going to the Metis Crossing because they 
have a world class event there with Telus World of Science bringing people 
from all over the place. Let's not drop the ball, folks. Do what's right for 
Smoky Lake County, thank you. 
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At 1:42 p.m., Jaunita Marois, Chief Executive Officer of Metis 
Crossing, spoke in favour with her opinion including but not limited to 
the following points: 

 Our role is to share and celebrate our culture with all of these people from 
around the world, the past, the present and the future.  

 As all of you have acknowledged, this region with its river, its history, and 
the land, is a place of connection and healing. Many of you have been healed 
here yourselves. We all agree that this location is important. We draw visitors 
from around the world to benefit from the healing powers.  

 This location has healing waters, though separate from Metis Crossing it is 
an initiative of the Metis Nation and extends that purpose, though to a 
different audience, these people are not coming from around the world to 
spend thousands of dollars at Metis Crossing, they are coming to this place, 
and they too will heal from the lands and the programs of Metis Crossing. 

 Now I am also a mother, an auntie, I have 4 beautiful children, 30-some 
beautiful nieces, and nephews. I am a neighbor, I am a friend, I am a 
landowner, just like all of you are, and I cannot say that I do not have concerns 
because I do, but you have to know that I would not if one of my children 
ever had an addictions issue, there is nowhere in the world that I would rather 
send them than to the banks to the North Saskatchewan River where we are 
building this facility today.  

 Mental health and addictions, issues touch all of us. It is not a problem that 
they have out there; it is a problem that has touched all of our lives and there 
is nowhere better to build this facility than where we are talking about right 
now. This facility will help rebuild our citizens and our friends to become 
people who can again contribute to our communities.  

 It really does take a village to raise a child. Smoky Lake Victoria District is 
your community, and it is our community. The Metis Nation of Alberta could 
have picked anywhere in Alberta to build this, but they did not; they chose 
this location, and they chose it because of the healing powers, they chose it 
because of the existing partnerships that we have within Smoky Lake County 
with the Victoria Home Guard, with the Heritage Society. 

 This is not something that we could build anywhere, it is a place that we have 
to build with a community that trusts us, that we have a relationship with and 
that we want to grow forward with. 

 Progress is not measured in necessarily what you do. But by how you do it, 
the Metis Crossing and the Metis Nation of Alberta and Smoky Lake County 
have proven time and time again that we build with integrity, pride, respect 
and inclusion. Metis Crossing is committed to support this facility. And we 
will do that in the best way for the Metis Nation, for our citizens, for Smoky 
Lake County, for the residents, and for all of the people that will come and 
heal there. Thank you. 

 
 
 

At 1:50 p.m., Dee Cherwoniak, County Resident and retired Victim 
Services Agent, signed in a “neutral” but spoke in favour, with her 
opinion including but not limited to the following points: 

 I listened to some comments made today about individuals going to be 
staying in this facility. They are not bad people. And I can guarantee you that 
each, and every one of you in this room and outside this room have family 
members, friends or know people within our region that need this service.  

 Is the location ever going to be right? No, that was earlier today. But each, 
and every one of you has your own way of healing. I can tell you that a lot of 
people here heal with nature. Victoria Trail, you have all said it, it is beautiful. 
A lot ride their horses down road, we drive, we walk… because it's healing 
in some way. 

 I really, strongly believe that this facility is something our region needs. We 
have professionals, that are educated, that will provide a means of rehab or 
recovery.  

 Comments made were that it is going to have an effect on our health system. 
No, our health system now has been impacted without this service. Through 
the year, Smoky Lake area has lost a lot of services for the people within our 
communities, and we are having people coming outside of our communities 
to our emergency department that need services, and this facility is going to 
provide those services that is where the referrals can be made. 

 And I strongly believe that we do need this, and I really ask that Council, if 
you are making your decision, please make it in a positive way for our 
communities.  

 It will provide employment which should increase our economic status within 
our community. That is a positive.  

 It is going to have a health care clinic with medical professionals to look after 
these people, and these people are not bad, they are not. 

 My husband and I talked about it. Too bad that the Metis Nation of Alberta 
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did not approach us because we would have been happy about having a 
facility on our property because it's serving our community. And that is what 
this is about; it is building our community. That is all I have to say. Thank 
you. 

 
 
 

At 1:57 p.m., Dr. Elmer Ghostkeeper, Elder, Buffalo Lake Metis 
Settlement, spoke with reflection, including but not limited to the 
following points:   

 60 % are going to say: ‘well, I need more information, I am uncertain’. Then 
20 % are going to say: ‘no way, there is nothing you can say to convince me 
to support this project’. That is the way with every family, every community, 
every elected body making decisions.  

 I am not here to convince anybody. It is you that has to make up your mind; 
and hopefully, base it on facts - factual information, not assumptions, not on 
the spur of the moment.  

 I am sure you have had the time (maybe you had the time), to make a logical 
decision, based on facts. And from what I heard, the short time we have been 
here, the people that have spoken. A lot have spoken on factual, information, 
rather than assumptions.  

 We all seek treatment at some point, whether it is for the flu, for COVID, 
others for alcoholism or drugs, drug abuse, etc., and a facility like this from 
my experience, gives a healing experience.  

 You know, this river we call the North Saskatchewan River. I am a fluent 
Cree speaker and am Michif speaker. The definition means fast flowing water 
and when you sit by the banks of the river, and you listen closely, it makes 
the sound: ‘Saskatchewan Saskatchewan, Saskatchewan’. That is a healing 
sound. And from my Worldview, our bodies are 70 % water, our brains, are 
about 85 % water, so water is so important; to everybody, it is a healer. 
Without water, in 4 days, you will probably pass. And these people that need 
this treatment, sometimes it is their fault, sometimes it is not.  

 You know, I was heard on the news today. There is a new chemical that is 
added to fentanyl that cannot be treated. I think the latest count in Alberta 6 
people are dying a day because of these drugs; you know, it is not the addict’s 
fault, it is a supplier. And Canada is trying to make a deal with China to stop 
fentanyl coming into North America and especially Canada, you know? Right 
now, there is a tremendous increase in mental illness amongst everybody, 
because of COVID, and because of inflation, the cost of living is just 
unbearable for many, many people.  

 In summary, you go home and have a drink after a long, stressful day. You 
are trying to get away from your problem. But these people need educated 
people, mental health Councilors to talk to them. And sometimes, you know, 
different types of people believe in spirituality or religion to come and talk to 
them.  

 You know the decision is in your hands as elected leaders. Though I do not 
have much more to say about that. I am sure you've got the knowledge and 
the wisdom to make the right decision. Just think about the people. You know, 
those that really cannot talk for themselves or help themselves. You know? 
So, I wish you all the best. Merry Christmas to you, thank you. 

 
5.0 Questions and Answers 

 
 
 
 

The following answers and points of clarity were provided: 
 Metis Crossing is not building or proposing to build this center, 

this is being proposed by the Metis Nation of Alberta (MNA). 
 The proposed facility would be used by any nationality, and will 

not exclude anybody based on their race, gender, or religious 
ideologies, it is about making people better.  

 The footprint of the building itself would be 40,000 sq ft.  
 The purpose of a Direct Control District is to provide council 

with direct control over shaping what the development would 
eventually look like should they choose to issue a development 
permit and it allows (as the language in the Act indicates) for 
councils to come up with conditions, which they would not be 
allowed to do so under a regular land use district. So, if there are 
specifics that Council wanted to see with regards to security or 
public safety or screening, or even set back distances that go 
above and beyond the typical setbacks in existing districts, 
council would have the authority to require those things, and if 
the proponent did not adhere to that, they are not going to get a 
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development permit. It gives the ability to apply more rigorous 
and strict conditions on development permits. 

 The Metis Nation of Alberta would own and operate the 
proposed facility. 

 The proposed facility is not an ‘out’ for somebody not having to 
go to jail, it is not for somebody that is violent, it is for people 
who have more chance of success, it is a recovery path, not a 
detox centre. It’s for people looking to continue their success 
and build skills and receive the support that they need, 
holistically, in order to be successful. 

 
6.0 Closing Remarks 

 
 There being no further presentations, the Reeve thanked all the 

presenters for their comments and thanked everyone for attending the 
Public Hearing; he then declared the Public Hearing for the proposed 
Bylaw No. 1453-23, closed, time 2:08 p.m. 
 

 6. Municipal Planning Commission: 
 

DP-030-23: Animal Breeding and/or Boarding Facility & Associated Accessory Buildings 
 
 

The Municipal Planning Commission (MPC) meeting was held from 
2:09 to 2:26 p.m. as outlined on an agenda independent of the Council 
Meeting Agenda. Minutes of the MPC are recorded separately. 
 

County Council Meeting Reconvened 
 
Meeting Reconvened The Smoky Lake County Council Meeting reconvened, at a call to order 

by Reeve Serben, time 2:53 p.m., in the physical presence of all Council 
Members, Interim Chief Administrative Officer, Finance Manager, 
Executive Services Clerk, and 2 Members of the Public, as well as in the 
virtual presence of the Planning and Development Manager, Planning 
Technician, Fire Services Clerk, Fire Chief, Deputy Fire Chief, 
Municipal Clerk, Community Peace Officer, and 8 Members of the 
Public.  
 

2:53 to 2:54 p.m. 
 

  Public Question and Answer Period: 
None. 

 
 
 

One Member of the Public, left chambers, time 2:56 p.m. 
 
 

 7. Request for Decision: 
 

7.11. Year-2024 Capital Budget 
189-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council approve the Five-Year Consolidated 

Capital Budget including the Bridge and Road Programs for a total cost 
in the amount of $8,004,721 in Year-2024, $10,907,927 in Year-2025, 
$6,453,116 in Year-2026, $5,678,001 in Year-2027 and $3,523,117 in 
Year-2028. 

Carried. 
 

 
 

Smoky Lake RCMP Detachment Sgt. Anita Doktor, entered Council 
Chambers, time 2:57 p.m. 
 

7.12. Year-2024 Interim Budget 
190-23: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council approve the Year-2024 Interim 

Municipal Budget, with revenues in the amount of $22,494,464 and total 
Expenditures in the amount of $24,538,764, not including amortization 
in the amount of $2,044,300. 

Carried. 
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 4. Delegation: 
 

Smoky Lake RCMP Detachment: Sgt. Anita Doktor 
 
 

Present before Council from 3:02 p.m. to 3:05 p.m. was the Smoky Lake 
RCMP Detachment’s Sgt. Anita Doktor, to provide a verbal update, 
including, but not limited to, the following information: 
• Crime is a little bit down right now. 
• The Community Engagement - Crime Prevention Town Hall, is 

scheduled for January 16, 2024, at the National Hall in Smoky 
Lake, doors open at 6:30 p.m. 

• A new Corporal is scheduled to arrive February 12, 2024. 
 
 

 Sgt. Anita Doktor, Smoky Lake RCMP Detachment, left Council 
Chambers, time 3:05 p.m. 
 
 

4.2.  Smoky Lake Detachment RCMP 
191-23: Halisky That the verbal report received by Smoky Lake County from Sgt. Anita 

Doktor, Smoky Lake RCMP Detachment, on December 14, 2023, be 
accepted for information. 

Carried. 
 
 

7.3. Heritage River Designation Initiative Updates (Project Close-out) 
192-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County accept the Heritage River Project Updates 

information package, including: 
1. The City of Edmonton Urban Planning Committee Report 

UPE01575 and accompanying presentation slides dated August 29, 
2023, subsequent City Council Report dated September 12, 2023, 
and subsequent Letter of Support from the Mayor on behalf of 
Council, dated October 13, 2023. 

2. Presentation package for the Canadian Heritage Rivers Board 
Annual General Meeting, virtually and in-person in New 
Brunswick, on September 20, 2023.  

3. Final Revision of the Heritage River Designation Document and 
accompanying appendices (which Council previously accepted in 
principle on June 29, 2023; Motion 683-23 subject to further 
engagement and revisions): 

Appendix A Maps Package 
Appendix B Letters of Support 
Appendix C pipikwan pêhtâkwan Indigenous Engagement Report 
Appendix D O2 Public Engagement Report 
Appendix E Expedition Management Tourism Report 
Appendix F Know History Heritage Research 
Appendix G Legislative/Jurisdictional Scan  

4. Alberta Minister’s reply to Brazeau County, dated December 4, 
2023. 

5. Alberta Minister endorses Designation, dated December 5, 2023.  
6. Next Steps per Canadian Heritage Rivers Board Chairperson, 

December 5, 2023. 
as information, and that Administration continue to proceed in 
coordination with the North Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance 
(NSWA), Confederacy of Treaty 6 First Nations, Otipemisiwak Métis 
Government, and others in making any necessary arrangements for a 
plaque unveiling in Summer 2024. 
 

Carried. 
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7.4. Policy Statement No. 01-53-02: Treaty and Indigenous Acknowledgement 
193-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 01-53-02: Treaty and 

Indigenous Acknowledgement, be amended as follows: 
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Carried. 
 

7.5. Unbudgeted Capital Expesnse – Heritage Resource Designation Signage 
194-23: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council approve the unbudgeted capital 

expense in the amount of $5,031.86, for the purchase of Heritage 
Resource Designation signage, as the amount required to purchase these 
signs exceeds the $15,000.00 allotted to this expense in the Year-2023 
Smoky Lake County Capital Budget. 

Carried. 
 

7.6. Natural Gas Year-2024 Budget 
195-23: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council adopt the Year-2024 Natural Gas 

System Operating Budget: total revenue in the amount of $3,025,220 
and total expenditures in the amount of $3,220,220 (including 
amortization). 

Carried. 
 

196-23: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council adopt the Year-2024 Natural Gas 
System Capital Budget; total revenue in the amount of $267,000 and 
expenditures in the amount of $317,000. 

Carried. 
 

7.7.  Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) Grant 
197-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County approve to allocate funding from the 2023 

Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) Grant budget in 
accordance with Policy No. 08-17-01: Family and Community Support 
Services (FCSS) grant as follows:  
 
Community Group Eligibility Funding 
Holubka Dancers Parent Volunteer 

Appreciation 
$2,500.00 

 
Carried. 
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7.8. Donation/Sponsorships Requests 
198-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council approve a sponsorship in the total 

amount of $500.00 to the Smoky Lake Curling Association, for the 
purpose of advertising Smoky Lake County’s logo on two curling rocks 
at a cost in the mount of $250.00 per rock, in response to the letter 
request received, from the Smoky Lake Curling Association’s President, 
dated November 14, 2023, 

Carried. 
 

199-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council approve to donate a package of 
promotional items to the Community Planning Association of 
Alberta (CPAA) Year-2024 CPAA Conference scheduled for April 29-
May1, 2024 in Red Deer, Alberta, for the purpose of supporting the 
CPAA silent auction being held during the conference to raise funds 
towards the CPAA student scholarships. 

Carried. 
 

7.9. Property Tax Agreement Request 
200-23: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council approve to execute a Tax Agreement 

for Property Tax Roll Number 22010105, legally described as Plan 
1955CLm Block 1, Lot 5 & 6, with a payment schedule in the amount 
of $320.00 per month, effective December 1, 2023, for thirty-six (36) 
consecutive months, in accordance with Policy Statement No. 12-01-01: 
Tax Agreement. 

Carried. 
 

7.10. Property Tax Penalty Request for Write-Offs 
201-23: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council approve to write-off tax penalties in 

the amount of $354.57, incurred on Tax Roll Number 17593210. 
 

Carried. 
 

202-23: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council approve to write-off tax penalties 
incurred: 
 in the amount of $133,442.48, on Tax Roll Number 54000096, and  
 in the amount of $2,176.08 Tax Roll Number 19593242, and  
 in the amount of $358.68 Tax Roll Number 18611811. 

Carried. 
 

 8.    Chief Administrative Officer’s Report: 
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Alberta Motor Vehicles & Registries - Direct Access to ROADS Application 
203-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge receipt of the email and 

letter received from Roger Grove, Executive Director, Motor Vehicles 
& Registries, dated November 30, 2023, in respect to the approved 
application submitted by Smoky Lake County to obtain Alberta’s Motor 
Vehicles Registry – Direct Access to ROADS Agreement, in relation to 
the Peace Officer Program and the Traffic Safety Act. 

Carried. 
 

Agreement For Access to Motor Vehicle Information Regulation 
204-23: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County execute the “Agreement for Access to 

Information As Required by the Access to Motor Vehicle Information 
Regulation” in relation to the Peace Officer Program between Smoky 
Lake County and His Majesty in right of Alberta as Represented by the 
registrar of Motor Vehicle Services appointed by the Minister of Service 
Alberta and Red Tape Reduction – File #: AMVIR File 000-12764, for 
a term of three (3) years commencing December 14, 2023 and may be 
extended for additional one (1) year term to a maximum of five (5) 
additional years for the Peace Officer to be issued a confidential 
Personal Unique Access Number (PUAN) to provide to the registry 
agent to facilitate information requests. 

Carried. 
 

Smoky Lake Regional Heritage Board – Action Tracking Table 
205-23: Cere That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the “Smoky Lake 

Regional Heritage Board – Action Tracking Table List” dated July 2023 
providing brief description of tasks completed and tasks to be completed 
in respect to the objectives and activities within the Heritage 
Management Plan and Bylaw No. 1371-20.  

Carried. 
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2024 Membership to Smoky Lake Chambers of Commerce 
206-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council approve action taken by 

Administration to renew the membership to the Smoky Lake Chambers 
of Commerce for Year-2024, in the amount of $150.00 as per Invoice 
#175, dated November 17, 2023. 

Carried. 
 

Formula Alberta Ltd. - Change Order 004 to Complete to BF 13398 
207-23: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council approve the unbudgeted expense to 

compensate Formula Alberta Ltd. of Stony Plain, Alberta, in the amount 
of $68,499.59, for the additional work as per the Change Order # 004, 
dated September 1, 2023, to complete the work necessary to resolve 
unforeseen circumstances relating to Bridge Replacement Project 
#2021-3156, for bridge number BF 13398 located across Cache Creek 
on Range Road 130, at NW-07-60-12-W4, in reference to tender 
#TND20213156-1 awarded on May 26, 2022, by Council Motion 758-
22. 

Carried. 
 

Smoky Lake County’s 2022 Municipal Indicator Results 
208-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge Smoky Lake County’s 

2022 Municipal Indicator results – Indicator #11: Investment in 
Infrastructure did not meet the threshold ratio of capital spending to 
amortization (depreciation) over a five-year period and accept the 
Interim Chief Administrative Officer’s response to Municipal Affairs as 
follows: “Smoky Lake County has received MSI funding reductions 
annually since 2015 and is dealing with outstanding unpaid oil and gas 
taxes (over $2,000.000.00) and unpaid tax holiday on new wells.   These 
continued issues have substantially affected the County’s ability to 
maintain capital replacement has required without borrowing at high 
interest rates. Smoky Lake County will continue to look for solutions. 
Smoky Lake County has received MSI funding reductions annually 
since 2015 and is dealing with outstanding unpaid oil and gas taxes (over 
$2,000.000.00) and unpaid tax holiday on new wells. These continued 
issues have substantially affected the County’s ability to maintain capital 
replacement has required without borrowing at high interest rates. 
Smoky Lake County will continue to look for solutions.”  

Carried. 
 

Lakeland Roman Catholic Separate School Division (LRCSSD) Funding Denied 
209-23: Fenerty  That Smoky Lake County Council approve action taken by the Reeve on 

November 30, 2023, in providing a letter to Joe Arruda, Superintendent, 
Lakeland Roman Catholic Separate School Division (LRCSSD), 
indicating the County is not in a position to commit any funds towards 
the new Holy Family Catholic School Project or Daycare, in response to 
the LRCSSD verbal request of same made at a Joint Council Meeting 
held on November 21, 2023, with the Village of Waskatenau. 
  

Carried. 
 

Exhibition “The War Is Not Over Yet” at the National Hall Smoky Lake  
210-23: Cere That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the invitation received 

from Pat Palechuk, President of the Ukrainian National Hall, inviting 
everyone to attend the Exhibition “The War Is Not Over Yet” scheduled 
for Saturday, December 16, 2023, from 1:00 to 8:00 p.m., at the National 
Hall, in Smoky Lake; and provide support of in-kind assistance of 
photocopying the event poster and post the event to the County’s website 
calendar.  

Carried. 
 

 
 

Scott Franchuk, Fire Chief and Spencer Kotylak, Deputy Fire Chief, 
entered Council Chambers, time 4:05 p.m. 
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Time Extension of Regular Council Meeting December 14, 2023 
211-23: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council unanimously agree to extend the time 

of the Regular Council Meeting of December 14, 2023, past 4:00 p.m..  
 

Carried Unanimously. 
 

Chief Administrative Officer’s Report 
212-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County’s Chief Administrative Officer’s report for 

the period of November 24, 2023, to December 7, 2023, be accepted as 
presented and filed for information. 

Carried. 
 
 

 10.    Correspondence: 
 

Minister of Transportation - Additional STIP Funding Denied for BF13398 and BF76552 
213-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the letter from the 

Minister of Transportation, dated October 19, 2023, declining the 
County’s September 21, 2023, request for additional Strategic 
Transportation Infrastructure Program (STIP) funding towards local 
bridge numbers BF13398 and BF76552. 

Carried. 
 

RMA District 5 Meeting, at Fort Kent Community Hall, Bonnyville 
214-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council who can attend – attend the Rural 

municipalities of Alberta (RMA) District 5 Meeting, scheduled for 
Friday, January 26, 2024, at Fort Kent Community Hall, near 
Bonnyville. 

Carried. 
 

N.E. Muni-Corr Ltd. – Kortech Ltd. Dust Suppression Test Strip at Edwand 
215-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the letter from N.E. 

Muni-Corr Ltd., dated November 16, 2023, responding to the County’s 
September 7, 2023, Motion #862-23, clarifying all trucking/hauling is 
being supplied by Kortech Ltd., and there is no cost to the County in 
respect to dust suppression test strip on the Iron Horse Trail at the 
Hamlet of Edwand. 

Carried. 
 

Lac La Biche County - Lac La Biche Law Enforcement Training Centre 
216-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the letter from Lac La 

Biche County, dated November 16, 2023, promoting the Lac La Biche 
Law Enforcement Training Centre to the Northeast Alberta Alliance for 
Growth & Opportunity (NAAGO), for awareness. 

Carried. 
 

ATCO – Request for Information Sharing of the County’s Road Improvement Projects 
217-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County’s administration liaise with ATCO in 

providing the County’s Year-2024 or future Road Improvement 
Projects, as information sharing, in response to the letter received from 
ATCO, dated November 22, 2023, requesting same.  

Carried. 
 

The Royal Canadian Legion Smoky Lake Branch #227 - Building Repairs Reimbursement 
218-23: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council approve to provide funding in the 

amount of $1,005.50 to the Royal Canadian Legion Smoky Lake Branch 
#227, in response to their letter request, dated November 19, 2023, in 
respect to reimbursement for building materials to repair a hole in the 
basement of the Legion adjacent to the County’s Main Office. 
 

Carried. 
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The Royal Canadian Legion Smoky Lake Branch #227 – Roof Rakes 
219-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County advise the Royal Canadian Legion Smoky 

Lake Branch #227, to install roof rakes on the metal clad roof of the 
Legion building attached to the County’ Main Office, to reduce the risk 
of damages caused from potential ice jams and snow slides. 

Carried. 
 

Minister of Public Safety & Emergency Services - Wildfires Disaster Recovery Program 
220-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the letter from the 

Minister of Public Safety & Emergency Services, dated November 20, 
2023, providing notice of approval under the 2023 Wildfires Disaster 
Recovery Program; and, in response, Administration submit any claims 
for extraordinary response costs and remediation costs incurred by the 
County, due to actions taken to protect the community from the wildfire, 
to potentially receive 90% of the said costs under the said funding. 
 

Carried. 
 
 

 Councillor Linda Fenerty, left Council Chambers, time 4:22 p.m. 
 

Agenda Items to Defer from the December 14, 2023, Council Meeting  
221-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council, defer the following items on the 

December 14, 2023, Regular Council Meeting, as follows, to the next or 
Council Meeting scheduled for January 11, 2024: 
 Email – Alberta Indigenous and Municipal Police Transition Grant 

Program Information; 
 Roadway License Agreement RLA-002-23, RGE RD 171, between 

TWP RD 595A & TWP RD 621; 
 Northern and Regional Economic Development (NRED) Program; 
 Legal Issue: Associated Engineering Alberta Ltd.’s proposed 

renewal of standing offer agreement for engineering services, under 
the authority of the FOIP Act Section 16: Third Party Business 
Interests; 

 Land Issue: Property Tax Exemption Request through Community 
Organization Property Tax Exemption Regulation (COPTER), 
under the authority of the FOIP Act, Section 16: Third Party 
Business Interests; and 

 Financial Reports: Budget to Actual. 
Carried. 

 
 

 13.  Next Meeting(s): 
 

Schedule County Council Regular Meetings 
222-23: Serben That Smoky Lake County re-confirm previously scheduled upcoming 

Smoky Lake County Council Meetings are as follows: 
Thursday, January 11, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., (Regular), and 
Thursday, January 25, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., (Regular), 

And the next Smoky Lake County Council meetings be scheduled for: 
Thursday, February 8, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., (Regular), and 
Thursday, February 22, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., (Regular), 
Thursday, March 7, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., (Regular), 
Thursday, March 28, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., (Regular), 
Thursday, April 11, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., (Regular), 
Thursday, April 25, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., (Regular), 

to be held virtually, through Electronic Communication Technology as 
per Bylaw 1376-20 and/or physically in County Council Chambers. 
 

Carried. 
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Schedule Council Committee of the Whole Meeting 
223-23: Serben That the next Smoky Lake County Council Committee of the Whole 

Meeting for the Purpose of Strategic Planning, be scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 31, 2024 at 9:00 a.m., to be held virtually, 
through Electronic Communication Technology as per Bylaw 1376-20 
and/or physically in County Council Chambers.  

Carried. 
 

 ADJOURNMENT: 
 

224-23: Serben That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting of December 14, 2023, 
be adjourned, time 4:33 p.m. 

Carried. 
 

     
   ________________________________ 

   REEVE 
  
 S E A L 

  ________________________________ 
 CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 


