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SMOKY LAKE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING 
AGENDA 

Thursday, October 24, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. held 
Virtually https://video.businessconnect.telus.com/join/898329346  (Meeting ID # 898329346) and Physically 

in Smoky Lake County Council Chambers, 4612 McDougall Drive, Smoky Lake 
************************************************************************************************************************** 
1. Call to Order 
2. Adoption of Agenda 

 
3. Adoption of Minutes 

3.1. Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting, October 10, 2024 
 

4. Delegation(s) 
4.1. Alberta Transportation & Economic Corridors Representatives: Micheal Botros, Regional Director 

& Rob Huston, Infrastructure Manager, to discuss detailed information about the projects directly 
affecting Smoky Lake County for the current and future years @ 10:15 a.m. 

 
5. Public Hearing  

Nil 
 

6. Municipal Planning Commission (MPC)  
Nil 

 
PUBLIC QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD - announced between 11:30 a.m. & 12:00 p.m. 
 
7. Business – Requests for Decisions 

7.1. Highway 28/63 Regional Water Services Commission Manager Appointment 
7.2. Support for AgKnow Program by Alberta Farm Mental Health Network 
7.3. Realignment of portions of TWP RD 602 & RGE RD 132 to address encroachment onto the lands 

legally described as NE-10-60-13-W4M 
 

8. Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) Report 
Nil 

 
9. Council Committee Reports 

Nil 
  
10. Correspondence  

10.1. Letter from Municipal Affairs Minister, dated September 23, 2024, congratulating the County on 
winning the Municipal and Public Library Excellence Award for the Noth Saskatchewan Heritage 
River Initiative 

10.2. Letter from Smoky Lake Region Heritage Board, dated September 28, 2024, in respect to an 
invitation to collaborate for greater public access to historic buildings 

10.3. Letter from MLA Scott Cyr, dated October 10, 2024, in respect to follow-up on Commodity Flow 
Values Map and Request for Criteria Suggestions 

10.4. Letter from Smoky Lake Town & Country Golf Club, dated October 11, 2024, requesting three 
loads of gravel 

10.5. RMA News Announcement, dated October 11, 2024, in respect to the Camrose Casino relocation 
application being approved 
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11. Information Release  

Nil. 
 

12. Financial Reports 
Nil. 

 
13. Next Meetings 

13.1. Reconfirm Smoky Lake County Council’s scheduled upcoming Meetings are as follows: 
 Tuesday, October 29, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. (Budget) 

Thursday, November 14, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., (Regular) 
Thursday, December 12, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., (Regular) 
 

14. In Camera (Executive Session) 
14.1. Legal Issue: in respect to the MCC For Smoky Lake Development Corp., under the authority of 

the FOIP Act Section 16: Third Party Business Interest. 
 

15. Adjournment. 



County Council Meeting          15762  
October 10, 2024 

 SMOKY LAKE COUNTY 
 

Minutes of the County Council Meeting held on Thursday, October 10, 
2024, at 9:00 A.M. held both virtually online and physically in Council 
Chambers. 

The meeting was called to order by the Reeve, Jered Serben, in the presence 
of the following persons: 
 

   ATTENDANCE 
 Div. No. Councillor(s) Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024 
 1 Dan Gawalko Present in Chambers 
 2 Linda Fenerty Present in Chambers 
 3 Dominique Céré Present in Chambers 

 4 Lorne Halisky Present in Chambers 
 5 Jered Serben Present in Chambers 
 Finance Manager Brenda Adamson Present in Chambers 
 Municipal Clerk / R.S. Meaghan Andreychuk Present in Chambers 
 Executive Svcs Patti Priest Absent 
    
 ********************************************************* 
  
 Observers in Attendance Upon Call to Order: 
 Plan. & Dev. Manager  Jordan Ruegg Virtually Present 
 Natural Gas Manager  Daniel Moric Present in Chambers 
 Public Works Manager Chris Minailo Present in Chambers 
 Ag. Fieldman Carleigh Danyluk Present in Chambers 
 Public 3 Members Virtually Present 
 Media No Members N/A 

    
    
    
 2. Agenda:  

 
884-24: Serben That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting Agenda for Thursday, 

October 10, 2024, be adopted, as amended:  
 

Addition to the Agenda: 
1. Letter of Support for Métis Crossing’s Application to the Green and 

Inclusive Community Buildings (GICB) Program.  
2. Certificate of Recognition: Year-2024 Ministers Awards for 

Municipal and Public Library Excellence.  
3. Executive Session: Legal Issue in respect to the MCC For Smoky 

Lake Development Corp. under the authority of the FOIP Act 
Section 16: Third Party Business. 

Carried Unanimously. 
 
 

 3.  Minutes: 
 

3.1. Council Regular Meeting Minutes of September 26, 2024 
885-24: Halisky That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting, held on 

Thursday September 26, 2024, be adopted as presented.  
Carried. 

 
3.2. Council Special Meeting Minutes of October 1, 2024 
886-24: Gawalko That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Special Meeting, 

held on Tuesday, October 1st, 2024, be adopted as presented.  
Carried. 
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 7. Request for Decision: 
 

7.1. Alberta Invasive Species Council Sponsorship 
887-24: Céré That Smoky Lake County Council approve to purchase a Year-2025 Bronze 

Membership in the amount of $1,000.00 to Alberta Invasive Species, for the 
benefit of: 

- Access to over 150 invasive species factsheets, 
- Access to quarterly electronic newsletters, 
- Free use of the EDDMapS, EDDMapS Pro, and ISM Track apps and 

data downloads [for reporting invasive species], 
- Opportunity to participate in working groups, events, or contribute 

articles to newsletters,  
- Recognition on the AISC website,  
- Recognition in our quarterly newsletter,  
- Recognition at AISC's Annual Conference,  
- Exclusive access to the AISC's Newsletter Archive,  
- Annual AISC Memberships (includes 2 votes at the AGM), 
- Member rate for the AISC Conference Registration for 2, and 
- Member rate prices on select items on the AISC's online store for 2, 

As per the correspondence received from Paige Kuczmarski, Invasive 
Species Technician, Alberta Invasive Species Council, dated September 19, 
2024. 

Carried. 
 

7.2. Waskatenau Creek Corridor Restoration and Trail Concept 
888-24: Halisky That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the “Waskatenau Creek 

restoration and trail concept” report, dated August 2, 2024, prepared by O2 
Planning and Design, resulting from the grant funded study through the 2023 
Alberta Community Partnership (ACP) program application managed by the 
Village of Waskatenau in partnership with the County; and utilize the 
information as a resource if any grant funding applications are submitted to 
any programs for any Waskatenau creek area development. 

Carried. 
 
 

  Executive Session: 
 

Legal Issue: County-Owned Lands – Offers to Purchase from Adjacent Landowners 
889-24: Céré That Smoky Lake County Council go into Executive Session, in the presence 

of all Council, Chief Administrative Officer, Finance Manager, Planning and 
Development Manager, and Municipal Clerk, to discuss County-Owned 
Land offers to purchase from adjacent land-owners, under the authority of 
the FOIP Act, Section 27: Privileged Information and Section 16: Third Party 
Business Interests, time 9:11 a.m.   

Carried. 
 

890-24- Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council go out of Executive Session, Time 9:32 
a.m. 

Carried. 
 

Rescind August 8, 2024, Motion #761-24 – County-Owned Lands 
891-24- Céré That Smoky Lake County Council rescind the August 8, 2024, Motion # 761-

24 as the second portion of the said motion in respect to the option of selling 
properties not sold to adjacent landowners at an unreserved bid auction 
through Richie Bros. Ltd., is no longer Council’s direction; and 
acknowledge all adjacent landowners of the County-Owned Lands listed 
under the said motion, have already been contacted and have already 
determine they were (or were not) interested in purchasing the said lands 
adjacent to their property as per the first portion of the said motion. 
 

Carried. 
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 7. Request for Decision: 
 

7.3. County-Owned Lands – Offers to Purchase from Adjacent Landowners 
892-24: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council accept the offer received in the amount 

of $4,500.00, from adjacent landowners: Victor, James, Taras and Anthony 
Filewich, to purchase County-Owned lands legally described as PT. NW-2-
59-12-W4M (Roll #12590230) containing +/- 13.57 acres. 

Carried. 
 

893-24: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council reject the offer received in the amount of 
$2,000.00, from adjacent landowner: Casey Tchir, to purchase County-
Owned lands legally described as PT. NE-29-59-12-W4M (Roll #12592941) 
containing +/- 2.02 acres, due to the conditions of sale proposed by Mr. 
Tchir. 

Carried. 
 
 

 Councillor Fenerty declared pecuniary interest and abstained from voting on 
any question relating to the offer received from Terry Sklerek, as he is her 
partner. 
 
 

894-24: Gawalko 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council accept the offer received in the amount 
of $1,000.00, from adjacent landowner: Terry Sklerek, to purchase County-
Owned lands legally described as PT. SW-21-60-13-W4M (Roll#13602121) 
containing +/- 1.0 acres. 

Carried. 
 

895-24: Céré That Smoky Lake County Council accept the offer received in the amount 
of $500.00, from adjacent landowners: Lawrence & Janet Lavoie, to 
purchase County-Owned lands legally described as PT. SW-35-59-15-W4M 
(Roll#15593521) containing +/- 0.5 acres. 

Carried. 
 
 

896-24: Gawalko 
 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council reject the offer received in the amount of 
$375.00, from adjacent landowner: Stephanie Popel, to purchase County-
Owned lands legally described as PT. NE-27-58-16-W4M (Roll #16582740) 
containing +/- 2.56 acres. 
 

Reeve Serben requested a record vote. 
In Favour:  Opposed: 
Gawalko  Serben 
Halisky  Céré 
Fenerty 

Carried. 
 

897-24: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council accept the offer received in the amount 
of $40,000.00, from adjacent landowners: Jim & Sylvia Masikewich, to 
purchase County-Owned lands legally described as PLAN 8120163, LOT 1 
(Roll#16593341) containing +/- 20.16 acres. 

Carried. 
 

898-24: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council reject the offer received in the amount of 
$25,000.00, from adjacent crownland lease holder: Clear Hills Community 
Grazing Association, as represented by Ryan Franchuk, President of Clear 
Hills Grazing Association, to purchase County-Owned lands legally 
described as SW-12-61-16-W4M (Roll #16611220) containing +/- 160.0 
acres. 

Carried. 
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899-24: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council reject the offer received in the amount of 
$1.00, from adjacent landowner: Lloyd Pirzek, to purchase County-Owned 
lands legally described as PLAN 3329ET (Roll #18591021) containing +/- 
1.0 acres. 

Carried. 
 

900-24: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council accept the offer received in the amount 
of $1,600.00, from adjacent landowner: Laura Bertin, to purchase County-
Owned lands legally described as PLAN 1955CL, BLOCK 1, LOT 3 (Roll 
#22010103) containing +/- 3,900 square feet. 

Carried. 
 

901-24: Céré That Smoky Lake County Council accept the offer received in the amount 
of $1,800.00, from adjacent landowner: Vince Sutherland, to purchase 
County-Owned lands legally described as PLAN 1039CL, BLOCK 4, LOTS 
12-14 (Roll #27150412) containing +/- 13,660 square feet. 

Carried. 
 

902-24: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council accept the offer received in the amount 
of $1,200.00, from adjacent landowner: Vince Sutherland, to purchase 
County-Owned lands legally described as PLAN 1039CL, BLOCK 4, LOTS 
15-16 (Roll #27150415) containing +/- 12,785 square feet.  

Carried. 
 

903-24: Céré That Smoky Lake County Council accept the offer received in the amount 
of $5,000.00, from adjacent landowner: Michael Thompson, to purchase 
County-Owned lands legally described as PLAN 0425044, BLOCK H, LOT 
11A (Roll #40451211) containing +/- 10,000 square feet. 

Carried. 
 

 Daniel Moric, Natural Gas Manager entered Council Chambers, time 9:31 
a.m. 
 

 Daniel Moric, Natural Gas Manager left Council Chambers, time 9:41 a.m. 
 
 

  Executive Session: 
 

Legal Issue: Village of Waskatenau’s Request to Purchase Land 
904-24- Halisky  That Smoky Lake County Council go into Executive Session, in the presence 

of all Council, Chief Administrative Officer, Finance Manager, Planning and 
Development Manager, and Municipal Clerk, to discuss a Legal Issue, in 
respect to the Village of Waskatenau’s Request to Purchase Land, under the 
authority of the FOIP Act, Section 27: Privileged Information and Section 
16: Third Party Business Interests, time 9:41 a.m. 

 Carried. 
 

905-24- Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council go out of Executive Session, time 10:09 
a.m. 

Carried. 
 

7.4. Village of Waskatenau – Request to Purchase Land 
906-24: Céré That Smoky Lake County Council deny consent to the Village of 

Waskatenau, to acquire the lands legally described as: “Railway Plan 371BV 
Station Grounds in Township 59, Range 19, West of the 4th Meridian, 
comprising parts of Section NE 8 (4.44 hectares) and NW 9 (2.55 hectares), 
expecting thereout all the mines and minerals; in response to the letter 
received from the Village of Waskatenau, dated July 22, 2024, requesting 
acquisition of the said lands located outside their municipal boundary. 
 

  Carried. 
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7.5. Spedden Hall & Church – Request to Waive Natural Gas Service Charge 
907-24: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council take no action to thereby denying the 

request to waive the Natural Gas Service Charge for Smoky Lake County 
Natural Gas Accounts 110050.01 & 110110.01, as per the letter received 
from the Treasurer of the Ukrainian Orthodox Society of Spedden, dated 
September 23, 2024. 

 Carried. 
 

7.6. FCSS Grant Application – Smoky Lake Minor Hockey 
908-24: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council approve to allocate funding from the 2024 

Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) Grant budget in 
accordance with Policy No. 08-17-01 Family and Community Support 
Services (FCSS) grant as follows:  
Community Group Eligibility Funding 
Smoky Lake Minor 
Hockey Association 

Volunteers Respect in Sport 
Leader Courses 

$2,500.00 

 
Carried. 

 
7.7. Tax Agreement for Property Tax Roll #15591611 
909-24: Serben That Smoky Lake County execute a Tax Agreement for Property Tax Roll 

Number 15591611, legally described as Plan 1325199 Block 1, Lot 1, with 
a total monthly payment in the amount of $1,285.00 per month, effective 
October 15, 2024, for thirty-six (36) consecutive months, in accordance with 
Policy Statement No. 12-01-02: Tax Agreement. 

Carried. 
 

7.8. Smoky Lake Curling Club – Accounts Receivable Penalties 
910-24: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge receipt of the financial 

information provided by the Smoky Lake Curling Club in response to 
Council’s September 26, 2024, Motion #867-24; and approve to write-off 
the interest accrued in the amount of $1,039.72, on the Club’s Accounts 
Receivable account #SMOK028; and direct Administration to write a letter 
informing the Club of future payment deadlines. 

Carried. 
 

 8. Chief Administrative Officer’s Report: 
 

8.1. Action List from September 12 & 26, 2024 Council Meetings 
911-24: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council Meeting Action List from the Council 

Meeting held on September 12, 2024 and September 26, 2024, be accepted 
for information. 
                                                                                                            Carried. 

 
 10.    Correspondence: 

 
10.1. Minister of Municipal Affairs – Carbon Tax Survey  
912-24: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County share data relating to the impact of the carbon tax 

on the County’s operations (both directly and indirectly), with the Minister 
of Municipal Affairs, through an online survey, as requested in the letter 
received from the Minister of Municipal Affairs, dated October 2, 2024. 
 

Carried. 
 

10.2. MLA Bonnyville-Cold Lake-St. Paul - Distribution of Charitable Gaming Revenues 
913-24: Gawalko 
 
 

That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the copied letter from 
Scott Cyr, MLA Bonnyville-Cold Lake-St. Paul Constituency, to the City of 
Edmonton Mayor, dated August 23, 2024, in respect to requesting support 
from the City of Edmonton to advocate for a fairer distribution of charitable 
gaming revenues through the Alberta Gaming, Liquor & Cannabis (AGLC). 
 

Carried. 
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914-24: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council write a letter of support to the local MLA, 
Rural Municipalities Association and Alberta Gaming, Liquor & Cannabis 
(AGLC) advocating for a fairer distribution of charitable gaming revenues, 
and requests a deadline for action on the letter by November 1, 2024; in 
response to the copied letter received from Scott Cyr, MLA Bonnyville-Cold 
Lake-St. Paul Constituency, to the City of Edmonton Mayor, dated August 
23, 2024, requesting support from the City of Edmonton of same.  
 

Carried. 
 

10.3. Smoky Lake Regional Heritage Board - Municipal Historic Resources 
915-24: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge receipt of the letter 

received from the Smoky Lake Regional Heritage Board, dated September 
27, 2024, recommending the following three buildings described below, to 
be assigned Municipal Historic Resource designation; and Council approve 
to provide each respective building owner with a Notice of Intent to 
Designate as a Municipal Historic Resource, pursuant to the Historical 
Resources Act, in accordance with Policy Statement No. 61-15-01: 
Designation of Municipal Historic Resources: 

1. Bellis Store and Heritage Shoppe, built in 1945, on the lands legally 
described as Plan 0728767, Block 2, Lot 10A; 

2. White Earth Hall, built in 1919, on the lands legally described as 
part of SE-16-60-17-W4; and 

3. Samuel A. MacDonald Stopping House, General Store and Pine 
Creek Post Office, dates back to 1908, on the lands legally described 
as part of SW-35-58-19-W4. 

Carried. 
 

 Addition to the Agenda: 
 

Métis Crossing’s Application to the Green and Inclusive Community Buildings Program 
916-24-Halisky 
 

That’s Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the verbal request 
presented by the Planning and Development Manager, for a letter of support 
of towards Métis Crossing Year-2024 application to the Green and Inclusive 
Community Buildings funding program. 

Carried. 
 

917-24- Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council approve to provide a letter of support for 
Métis Crossing’s Year-2024 application to the Green and Inclusive 
Community Buildings funding program. 

Carried. 
 

2024 Minister’s Award for Municipal and Public Library Excellence 
918-24- Céré That Smoky Lake County acknowledge and accept the Year-2024 Minister’s 

Award for Municipal and Public Library Excellence, awarded to Smoky 
Lake County for the North Saskatchewan Canadian Heritage River Initiative. 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carried.  
 



County Council Meeting          15768  
October 10, 2024 

 11.    Information Releases: 
 
 Nil 

 
 12.   Financial Reports: 

 
 Nil 

 
 13.  Next Meeting(s): 

 
Next & Scheduled County Council Meetings 
919-24: Halisky That the next Smoky Lake County Council Meetings be re-confirmed and 

scheduled as follows: 
Thursday, October 24, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular and Organization 
Council Meeting) 
Thursday, October 29, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. (Budget Council Meeting) 
Thursday, November 14, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular Council Meeting) 
Thursday, December 12, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular Council Meeting) 

to be held virtually, through Electronic Communication Technology as per 
Bylaw 1376-20 and/or physically in County Council Chambers. 
 

Carried. 
 

Schedule County Council Meeting for the Purpose of CAO Evaluation 
920-24: Serben That the next Smoky Lake County Council Meetings for the Purpose of  

CAO Evaluation, be scheduled for Tuesday, November 19, 2024, at 9:00 
a.m. to be held in County Council Chambers. 

Carried. 
 

 14. Executive Session: 
 

14.1 Legal Issue: Surface Material Leases 
 921-24: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council go into Executive Session, in the presence 

of all Council, Chief Administrative Officer, Finance Manager, Public 
Works Manager, and Municipal Clerk, to discuss a Legal Issue, in respect to 
Surface Material Leases, under the authority of the FOIP Act, Section 27: 
Privileged Information and Section 16: Third Party Business Interests, time 
11:07 a.m. 

Carried. 
 

922-24: Céré That Smoky Lake County Council go out of Executive Session, time 11:30 
a.m. 

Carried. 
 

11:30 to 11:35 
a.m. 

Public Question and Answer Period: 
 
Kyle Schole, member of the public, expressed the importances of the 
Waskatenau Creek Corridor Restoration and Trail Concept and 
congratulated Council on the North Saskatchewan Canadian Heritage River 
Initiative, without a question. 

 
 14. Executive Session: 

 
14.1 Legal Issue: Surface Material Leases (continued) 
923-24: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council go into Executive Session, in the presence 

of all Council, Chief Administrative Officer, Finance Manager, Public 
Works Manager, and Municipal Clerk, to discuss a Legal Issue, in respect to 
Surface Material Leases, under the authority of the FOIP Act, Section 27: 
Privileged Information and Section 16: Third Party Business Interests, time 
11:35 a.m. 

Carried.  
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924-24: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council go out of Executive Session, time 12:05 
p.m. 

Carried.  
 

Surface Material Leases: SML No. 140092 and SML No. 120101 
925-24: Céré That Smoky Lake County Council authorize Administration to transact the 

following purchase and approve an unbudgeted expense in the amount of 
Two Million Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,200,000.00) plus GST, 
funded from the Year-2024 Lands Sales and Reserves, to purchase two 
limited companies with Surface Material Leases (SML) inclusive, described 
as: SML No. 140092, at SW-22-61-18-W4 containing 78.79 Acres, under 
2430603 Alberta Ltd., and SML No. 120101, at SW-22-61-18-W4 
containing 79.91 Acres, under 2450652 Alberta Ltd, Pending all legal 
conditions are met. 

Carried.  
 

14.2.  Personnel Issue: Update on Staff from the CAO under the authority  
926-24: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council go into Executive Session, in the presence 

of all Council and Chief Administrative Officer, to discuss a Personnel Issue, 
in respect to an update on Staff from the CAO under the authority of the 
FOIP Act, Section 27: Privileged Information and Section 17: Third Party 
Personal Privacy, time 12:19 p.m. 

Carried. 
 

927-24: Céré That Smoky Lake County Council go out of Executive Session, time 12:54 
p.m. 

 Carried. 
 

 Addition to the Agenda (Executive Session):   
 

Legal Issue: Update on the MCC for Smoky Lake Development Corp.  
928-24: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council go into Executive Session, in the presence 

of all Council and Chief Administrative Officer, to discuss a Legal Issue, in 
respect to an update on the MCC for Smoky Lake Development Corp., under 
the authority of the FOIP Act, Section 27: Privileged Information and 
Section 16: Third Party Business Interests, time 12:55 p.m. 

Carried. 
 

929-24: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council go out of Executive Session, time 1:31 
p.m. 

 Carried. 
 

930-24: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council direct the Chief Administrative Officer 
to obtain a legal opinion pertaining to the MCC for Smoky Lake 
Development Corp., as discussed on October 10, 2024, in Executive Session, 
under the authority of the FOIP Act, Section 27: Privileged Information and 
Section 16: Third Party Business Interests. 

Carried.  
 

 15.  ADJOURNMENT: 
 

931-24: Serben That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting of October 10, 2024, be 
adjourned, time 1:32 p.m. 

Carried. 
 
 

 ________________________________ 
   REEVE 

  
 S E A L 

  ________________________________ 
 CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
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Smoky Lake County Regional Heritage Board 
Box 310 
Smoky Lake, AB 
T0A 3C0 
 
September 28, 2024 
 
 
 
Smoky Lake County Council 
Box 310 
Smoky Lake, AB  
T0A 3C0 
 
RE:   Enhancing Visitor Experience to Historic Buildings  
 
The Smoky Lake Regional Heritage Board would like to initiate discussion on a partnership with the 
county on showcasing heritage in the region.  Some historical buildings have been preserved yet 
public access is limited. We would like to work on a shared commitment to heritage that would 
enhance visitor experiences for both residents and the general public to boost heritage-driven tourism 
in our region. 
 
Among many other items in the SLRHB bylaw and Heritage Management Plan, the Board is to 
manage aspects of heritage, to advise municipal councils on all matters relating to heritage, to 
stimulate public interest and knowledge in heritage, and collaborate with municipalities in the delivery 
of those purposes.  At our recent SLRHB meeting, a local resident, ratepayer, and businessman 
attended asking if we would consider managing heritage structures so that they could be open to the 
public.  We are pleased to have had the opportunity and carry out preservation of some very important 
historic resources, namely, the Ruthenia School and the House In The Middle Of The Road. One 
possibility could be a multi-stakeholder alliance including the county to undertake planning and 
implement a program.  Our local museum may also wish to be involved.  It would be beneficial to 
have someone assigned to attend these buildings during the tourist season, having the buildings open 
certain hours or while a group books a time.  One possible option could be for the county to have a 
summer student fulfill this role.   The county developed a heritage-driven Economic Development 
Strategy as a means to improve the potential for our communities where residents have a sense of 
place through their heritage, and enhanced tourism increases both economic and social benefits for 
residents, visitors and business owners.  
 
We are inviting representatives from the Smoky Lake County to meet with the Heritage Board to 
discuss the potential for collaborating to capitalize on our heritage assets. We look forward to hearing 
from you on the possibilities of new initiatives promoting historic resources as part of the County’s 
heritage.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Noreen Easterbrook, Chair 
Smoky Lake Regional Heritage Board 
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Constituency Office: Box 5160, 4428-50 Avenue, Bonnyville, Alberta T9N 2G4 Phone: (780) 826-5658 Fax: (780) 826-2165  
Legislature Office: Room 6023, Queen Elizabeth II Bldg., 9820-107 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1E7  

bonnyville.coldlake.stpaul@assembly.ab.ca 

 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
OF ALBERTA  

October 10, 2024 

Dear Mayors and Reeves, 

I trust this message finds you well. I am writing to follow up on the letter I sent in September regarding 
the draft Commodity Flow Values Map being developed by Alberta Transportation and Economic 
Corridors (ATEC). 

Since our last correspondence, I have had the opportunity to discuss our concerns with the Minister 
responsible for ATEC. I am pleased to share that the Minister has expressed a willingness to explore 
other criteria that could more accurately reflect the economic activity in our region. This is a positive 
step forward, and I believe it opens the door for us to work collaboratively to ensure our area's 
significance is properly represented in this initiative. 

It is important to note that the data currently being used in the map comes from Statistics Canada and 
only incorporates trips of more than 80 kilometers. This approach unfortunately eliminates many oil 
truck haulages and regional transport between Bonnyville, Cold Lake, and St. Paul. Additionally, the map 
currently shows the value of items transported on the roads but does not account for the province's 
wealth that is serviced and created by these roads. For example, while the Deerfoot Trail transports $34 
billion in economic activity, it does not generate $34 billion in economic activity. In contrast, Highway 28 
may carry far less in terms of transported goods but is responsible for creating and servicing far more 
economic value through the industries it supports. The current data set only includes road 
transportation, with no consideration given to the pipelines serviced by the road that transport out 
immense wealth. This oversight significantly undervalues our region’s contribution, as 30% of Alberta's 
oil and gas royalty revenues—amounting to billions upon billions of dollars—are produced in our area 
but are transported primarily via pipelines, rather than back down Highway 28. 

Furthermore, Highway 28 is vital to numerous other economic sectors in our region. It services a 
significant logging industry, which is crucial to both local businesses and Alberta's broader forestry 
sector. It also supports the beef industry, major agricultural operations, manufacturing facilities, and 
mining activities that are critical to our regional economy. These industries depend heavily on Highway 
28 for the transportation of goods, raw materials, and products, further highlighting the road's integral 
role in supporting Alberta’s economy. 

Additionally, as we look to the future, the Pathways Alliance carbon capture project will be a significant 
development in our area. Highway 28 will play a key role in creating and servicing this project, ensuring 
that the necessary equipment, materials, and personnel can move efficiently throughout the region. This 
is yet another reason why the economic value associated with Highway 28 must be properly 
represented in the Commodity Flow Values Map. 
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It is also important to emphasize the strategic significance of CFB Cold Lake for the military defense of 
Western Canada. As one of Canada's largest air force bases, CFB Cold Lake plays a crucial role in our 
national security, especially with the stationing of the new F-35 fighter jets. Highway 28 is essential for 
delivering large quantities of jet fuel and other supplies to the base, directly supporting its operations 
and, by extension, the defense of our region and the country. This critical military infrastructure further 
underscores the importance of accurately reflecting Highway 28's economic and strategic contributions 
in this initiative. 

Moreover, here in the Northeast, we have approximately 2,400 active oil wells, 21.5 million cubic 
meters of natural gas, and $8.4 billion in ongoing major projects. The current map does not adequately 
reflect that our region's major highways serve a significant portion of these economic activities. This is 
why it is crucial that we come up with criteria that truly represent the highways’ actual importance to 
Alberta’s economy. 

In light of this, I am reaching out to solicit your input. We would greatly appreciate it if you could provide 
any suggestions or ideas for additional criteria that you believe should be considered in the Commodity 
Flow Values Map. These criteria could include, but are not limited to, local industry output, 
transportation volumes, resource extraction data, or other economic factors that are unique to your 
municipality. 

Our intention is to gather these suggestions and present them to the Ministry, advocating for a more 
comprehensive and accurate depiction of the economic contributions from our region. Your insights will 
be invaluable in shaping a response that truly reflects the diverse strengths of our communities. 

Please feel free to share your ideas at your earliest convenience. If you would like to discuss this matter 
further, I am always available to listen to your thoughts and perspectives. 

Thank you once again for your commitment to ensuring our region receives the recognition it deserves 
in this important project. I look forward to hearing from you. 

Warm regards, 

 

 
 
Scott Cyr, MLA  
Bonnyville-Cold Lake-St. Paul 
 
Cc: Josh Bilyk - Chief of Staff, Transportation 
and Economic Corridors 

Colonel M.C. Hickey - Commander, CFB Cold 
Lake,  

Gerald Aalbers - Chair, Alberta HUB 

Bob Bezpalko - Executive Director, Alberta HUB 

Amy Cherniwchan - Chair of the Northeast 
Alberta Alliance for Growth and Opportunities 

Orlando Rodriguez - Director, Modelling and GIS 
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