
County Council Meeting          15827 
January 9, 2025 

 

 SMOKY LAKE COUNTY 
 

Minutes of the County Council Meeting held on Thursday, January 9, 
2025, at 9:01 A.M. held both virtually online and physically in Council 
Chambers. 

The meeting was called to order by the Deputy Reeve, Dominique Céré, 
in the presence of the following persons: 
 

   ATTENDANCE 
 Div. No. Councillor(s) Thursday, Jan. 9, 2025 
 1 Dan Gawalko Present in Chambers 
 2 Linda Fenerty Present in Chambers 
 3 / Deputy Reeve Dominique Céré Present in Chambers 

 4 Lorne Halisky Present in Chambers 
 5 / Reeve Jered Serben Virtually Present 
 CAO Kevin Lucas Present in Chambers 
 Finance Manager Brenda Adamson Absent 
 Executive Srv/RS Patti Priest Present in Chambers 
    
 ********************************************************* 
 Observers in Attendance Upon Call to Order: 

 Comm. Officer Evonne Zukiwski Virtually Present 
 P & D Manager Jordan Ruegg Virtually Present 
 Fire Srv/Muni Clerk Meaghan Andreychuk Virtually Present 
 GIS Operator Carole Dowhaniuk Virtually Present 
 Health & Safety Cor. Jasmine Schaub Virtually Present 
 Acting Ag Fieldman Kierstin Dubitz Virtually Present 

 Public 2 Members  Present 
    
    
 2. Agenda: 

 
209-25: Fenerty That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting Agenda for Thursday, 

January 9, 2025, be adopted, as presented.  
Carried Unanimously. 

 
 3.  Minutes: 

 
3.1. Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Council Meeting, December 4, 2024 
210-25: Halisky That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Committee of the Whole 

Council Meeting, held on Wednesday, December 4, 2024, be adopted as 
presented. 

Carried. 
 

3.2. Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting, December 12, 2024 
211-25: Gawalko That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Regular Council Meeting, 

held on Thursday, December 12, 2024, be adopted as presented. 
 

Carried. 
 

 5. Public Hearing: 
 
 Nil. 

 
 

 6. Municipal Planning Commission (MPC): 
 

 Nil. 
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 7. Request for Decision: 
 

7.1. Bylaw No. 1468-25: Designation of the Bellis Store & Heritage Shoppe as a Municipal 
Historic Resource 
212-25: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 1468-25: Designation of the 

Bellis Store & Heritage Shoppe as a Municipal Historic Resource, 
being a bylaw for the purpose of designating the Bellis Store & Heritage 
Shoppe as a Municipal Historic Resource, be given FIRST READING. 

 
Carried. 

 
 Moved by Councillor Gawalko that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1468-25: Designation of the Bellis Store & Heritage Shoppe as a 
Municipal Historic Resource, being a bylaw for the purpose of 
designating the Bellis Store & Heritage Shoppe as a Municipal Historic 
Resource, be given SECOND READING. 

  Carried. 
 
 Moved by Councillor Halisky that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1468-25: Designation of the Bellis Store & Heritage Shoppe as a 
Municipal Historic Resource, being a bylaw for the purpose of 
designating the Bellis Store & Heritage Shoppe as a Municipal Historic 
Resource, be given PERMISSION for THIRD AND FINAL 
READING. 
                    Carried Unanimously. 

 
 Moved by Councillor Fenerty that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1468-25: Designation of the Bellis Store & Heritage Shoppe as a 
Municipal Historic Resource, being a bylaw for the purpose of 
designating the Bellis Store & Heritage Shoppe as a Municipal Historic 
Resource, be given THIRD and FINAL READING and the Reeve and 
Chief Administrative Officer be hereby authorized to fix their signatures 
to all necessary documents and the corporate seal be fastened where it 
is deemed to be necessary. 

Carried. 
  
 

 
 

Scott Franchuk, Fire Chief, virtually joined the meeting, time 9:09 a.m. 
 
Daniel Moric, Natural Gas Manager, virtually joined the meeting, time 
9:11 a.m. 
 
One Member of the Public, virtually joined the meeting, time 9:13 a.m. 
 
 
 

7.2. Bylaw No. 1469-25: Designation of the White Earth School Hall as a Municipal 
Historic Resource 
213-25: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 1469-25: Designation of the 

White Earth School Hall as a Municipal Historic Resource, being a 
bylaw for the purpose of designating the White Earth School Hall as a 
Municipal Historic Resource, be given FIRST READING. 

Carried. 
 

 Moved by Councillor Serben that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1469-25: Designation of the White Earth School Hall as a Municipal 
Historic Resource, being a bylaw for the purpose of designating the 
White Earth School Hall as a Municipal Historic Resource, be given 
SECOND READING. 

  Carried. 
 
 



County Council Meeting          15829 
January 9, 2025 

 

 Moved by Councillor Gawalko that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1469-25: Designation of the White Earth School Hall as a Municipal 
Historic Resource, being a bylaw for the purpose of designating the 
White Earth School Hall as a Municipal Historic Resource, be given 
PERMISSION for THIRD AND FINAL READING. 
 
                    Carried Unanimously. 

 
 

 Moved by Councillor Fenerty that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1469-25: Designation of the White Earth School Hall as a Municipal 
Historic Resource, being a bylaw for the purpose of designating the 
White Earth School Hall as a Municipal Historic Resource, be given 
THIRD and FINAL READING and the Reeve and Chief 
Administrative Officer be hereby authorized to fix their signatures to all 
necessary documents and the corporate seal be fastened where it is 
deemed to be necessary. 

Carried. 
 
 

7.3. Bylaw No. 1470-25: Designation of the MacDonald Stopping House General Store & 
Pine Creek Post Office as a Municipal Historic Resource 
214-25: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 1470-25: Designation of the 

MacDonald Stopping House General Store & Pine Creek Post 
Office as a Municipal Historic Resource, being a bylaw for the 
purpose of designating the MacDonald Stopping House General Store 
& Pine Creek Post Office as a Municipal Historic Resource, be given 
FIRST READING. 

Carried. 
 
 

 Moved by Councillor Gawalko that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1470-25: Designation of the MacDonald Stopping House General 
Store & Pine Creek Post Office as a Municipal Historic Resource, 
being a bylaw for the purpose of designating the MacDonald Stopping 
House General Store & Pine Creek Post Office as a Municipal Historic 
Resource, be given SECOND READING. 

  Carried. 
 
 
 Moved by Councillor Fenerty that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1470-25: Designation of the MacDonald Stopping House General 
Store & Pine Creek Post Office as a Municipal Historic Resource, 
being a bylaw for the purpose of designating the MacDonald Stopping 
House General Store & Pine Creek Post Office as a Municipal Historic 
Resource, be given PERMISSION for THIRD AND FINAL 
READING. 
                    Carried Unanimously. 

 
 

 Moved by Councillor Serben that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1470-25: Designation of the MacDonald Stopping House General 
Store & Pine Creek Post Office as a Municipal Historic Resource, 
being a bylaw for the purpose of designating the MacDonald Stopping 
House General Store & Pine Creek Post Office as a Municipal Historic 
Resource, be given THIRD and FINAL READING and the Reeve and 
Chief Administrative Officer be hereby authorized to fix their signatures 
to all necessary documents and the corporate seal be fastened where it 
is deemed to be necessary. 

Carried. 
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7.4. Policy Statement No. 62-05-07: Grasshopper Control Compensation 
215-25: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 62-05-07: Grasshopper 

Control Compensation, be amended: 

 

 

 
Carried. 
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7.5. Policy Statement No. 62-08-01: Agricultural Use of Municipal Right of Way 
216-25: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 62-08-01: Agricultural 

Use of Municipal Right of Way, be adopted: 
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Carried. 
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Policy Statement No. 62-17-02: License of Occupation of Road Allowance for Ranching and 
Farming Purposes 
217-25: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 62-17-02: License of 

Occupation of Road Allowance for Ranching and Farming Purposes, be 
rescinded as made redundant by Policy Statement No. 62-08-01: 
Agricultural Use of Municipal Right of Way. 

Carried. 
 

7.6. Policy Statement No. 62-30-01: Animal Health & Livestock Emergency 
Preparedness 
218-25: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 62-30-01: Animal 

Health & Livestock Emergency Preparedness, be adopted: 

 

 
Carried. 

 
 
 

One Member of the Public, virtually joined the meeting, time 9:27 a.m. 
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Town of Smoky Lake Family and Community Support Services (FCSS), 
Director, Rachelle Amyotte, and Chief Administrative Officer, Dawn 
Phillips, entered Council Chambers, time 9:27 a.m. 
 

7.7. Bylaw No. 1471-25: Fire Protection Services 
219-25: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 1471-25: Fire Protection 

Services, being a bylaw of providing for the establishment and operation 
of fire protection services, be given FIRST READING. 

Carried. 
 

 Moved by Councillor Gawalko that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1471-25: Fire Protection Services, being a bylaw of providing for the 
establishment and operation of fire protection services, be given 
SECOND READING. 

  Carried. 
 
 Moved by Councillor Fenerty that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1471-25: Fire Protection Services, being a bylaw of providing for the 
establishment and operation of fire protection services, be given 
PERMISSION for THIRD AND FINAL READING. 
 
                    Carried Unanimously. 

 
 Moved by Councillor Serben that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1471-25: Fire Protection Services, being a bylaw of providing for the 
establishment and operation of fire protection services, be given 
THIRD and FINAL READING and the Reeve and Chief 
Administrative Officer be hereby authorized to fix their signatures to all 
necessary documents and the corporate seal be fastened where it is 
deemed to be necessary. 

Carried. 
 

7.8. North Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance (NSWA) Membership for 2025 
220-25: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council approve to purchase a Year-2025 

membership in the amount of $1,510.20 as per their invoice #2025.028, 
dated October 02, 2024, calculated as a per capita funding request based 
on a population of 2,517 x $0.60/capita, to North Saskatchewan 
Watershed Alliance (NSWA). 

Carried. 
 

 4. Delegation: 
 

4.1.  Town of Smoky Lake Family and Community Support Services (FCSS), Director, 
Rachelle Amyotte, to discuss a proposal for Regional FCSS 
 Physically Present before Council from 9:33 a.m. to 9:53 a.m., was 

Town of Smoky Lake Family and Community Support Services (FCSS), 
Director, Rachelle Amyotte, and Chief Administrative Officer, Dawn 
Phillips, to discuss a proposal for Regional FCSS, with the following 
presentation, including but not limited to the following slides: 
 

 



County Council Meeting          15835 
January 9, 2025 

 

 

 
 
 

221-25: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge the information 
received from the January 9, 2025, Delegation: Town of Smoky Lake 
Family and Community Support Services (FCSS), Director, Rachelle 
Amyotte, with Chief Administrative Officer, Dawn Phillips, in respect 
to Regional FCSS. 

Carried. 
 

 
 

Town of Smoky Lake Family and Community Support Services (FCSS), 
Director, Rachelle Amyotte, and Chief Administrative Officer, Dawn 
Phillips, left Council Chambers, time 9:54 a.m. 
 

 
 

One Member of the Public, virtually joined the meeting, time 10:00 a.m. 

 7. Request for Decision: 
 

7.9. Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) Membership for 2025 
222-25: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council approve to purchase a Year-2025 

membership in the amount of $829.08, as per their invoice #INV-43416-
D1L7Q3, dated December 17, 2024, calculated as a per capita funding 
request based on a population of 2,517 x $0.2263/capita, to Federation 
of Canadian Municipalities (FCM). 

Carried. 
 

7.10. Go East of Edmonton Membership for 2025 
223-25: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council approve to purchase a Year-2025 

membership in the amount of $400.00 to Go East of Edmonton. 
 

Carried. 
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 8. Chief Administrative Officer’s Report: 
 

8.1 Action List from October 2024 Council Meetings 
224-25: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council accept Action List report from the 

October 2024 Council Meetings, as information. 
Carried. 

 
8.2 Action List from November 2024 Council Meetings 
225-25: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council accept Action List report from the 

November 2024 Council Meetings, as information. 
Carried. 

 
8.3 Action List from December 2024 Council Meetings 
226-25: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council accept Action List report from the 

December 2024 Council Meetings, as information. 
Carried. 

 
8.4. Ratification of the Collective Agreement with CUPE Local 4575 
227-25: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council approve the ratification of the 

Collective Agreement between Smoky Lake County and the Canadian 
Union of Public Employees (CUPE) Local 4575, effective January 1, 
2025, to December 31, 2026. 

Carried. 
 

8.5. Ratification of the Collective Agreement with IUOE Local 955 
228-25: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council approve the ratification of the 

Collective Agreement between Smoky Lake County and the 
International Union of Operating Engineers (IUOE) Local 955, effective 
January 1, 2025, to December 31, 2026. 

Carried. 
 

 9. Council Committee Reports: 
 
 Nil. 

 
 

 10.    Correspondence: 
 

10.1. Federation of Alberta Gas Co-ops Ltd. Spring 2025 Zone Meeting 
229-25: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council who can attend – attend the 

Federation of Alberta Gas Co-ops Ltd., Spring 2025 Zone Meeting, 
scheduled for February 21, 2025, to be held at a location to be 
determined. 

Carried. 
 

10.2. Alberta Transportation & Economic Corridors – Response to the Fall RMA Meeting 
230-25: Serben That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the correspondence 

received from Alberta Transportation and Economic Corridors Regional 
Director, dated December 20, 2024, responding to the 2024 Fall RMA 
meeting noting “As part of the safety improvements along the Highway 
28 corridor, the existing intersection at Highway 28 and Highway 855 
will be replaced with a two-lane roundabout. An engineering consultant 
has been engaged and design work is underway. In addition, the 
following safety improvements are identified for west of Smoky Lake to 
Highway 36: 

 12 intersection improvements; 
 upgrading an existing Safety Rest Area; 
 constructing two new Safety Rest Areas; 
 constructing five new climbing/passing lanes; and 
 improving three horizontal curves.” 

Carried. 
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10.3. County of Stettler No. 6 - Non-Renewal of FCM Membership for 2025 
231-25: Serben That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the correspondence 

received from County of Stettler No. 6 to Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities (FCM), dated December 16, 2024, formally notify the 
FCM of their decision to not renew their membership for the 2025 fiscal 
year. 

Carried. 
 

10.4. Del Huchulak Letter in respect to the St. Albert Gazette’s Oct. 31, 2024, Article  
232-25: Halisky That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the correspondence 

received from Del Huchulak, received December 1, 2024, in respect to 
the St. Albert Gazette’s October 31, 2024, article titled “Advocacy plays 
crucial role in thriving communities”. 

Carried. 
 

10.5. Minister of Public Safety & Emergency Services, Civilian Governance of RCMP  
233-25: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the correspondence 

received from the Minister of Public Safety & Emergency Services, 
dated November 20, 2024, in respect to civilian governance of the 
RCMP and frequently asked questions. 

Carried. 
 

10.6. Call for RMA District 5 Agenda items to add to the January 24, 2025 Meeting 
234-25: Serben That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the correspondence 

received from the Executive Assistant of Legislative Services, Beaver 
County, dated January 2, 2025, calling for RMA District 5 Agenda items 
to add to the January 24, 2025, Meeting; and respond to ensure the 
following subjects are on the agenda: 

 the decline of rural volunteers for community halls, 
 rural crime reduction, 
 rural healthcare, 
 Local Government Fiscal Framework (LGFF) funding, and 
 Oil & Gas Property Tax. 

Carried. 
 
 

 11.    Information Releases: 
 

Information Releases to Council – November to December 2024 
235-25: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County “Information Releases” sent to Council for 

the period of September – November 2024, listed as follows, be filed for 
information: 

 
 

Carried. 
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 12.   Financial Reports: 
 

 
 Nil. 

 
 

 13.  Next Meeting(s): 
 

Schedule the County Council Meeting Dates 
236-25: Halisky That the next Smoky Lake County Council Meetings be reconfirmed as 

follows: 
Thursday, January 23, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular), 
Thursday, February 13, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular), 
Thursday, February 27, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular), 
Thursday, March 13, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular), and 
Thursday, March 27, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular), 

to be held physically and/or virtually in County Council Chambers.  
 

Carried. 
 

Schedule a County Council Committee of the Whole Retreat for Strategic Planning 
237-25: Halisky That a Smoky Lake County Council Committee of the Whole Retreat 

for the purpose of Strategic Planning be scheduled for Thursday, January 
30 and Friday January 31, 2025, to be held at Smoky Lake Agricultural 
Society’s Complex, upstairs, if available. 

Carried. 
 

 14. In-Camera (Executive Session): 
 
 No In-Camrea. 

 
Meeting Recessed  Meeting recessed for Lunch, time 10:39 a.m.   

 
 

 
 

H.A. Kostash School’s Grade 6 Class of 22 students, entered Council 
Chambers, time 11:21 a.m.  
 
 

Meeting Reconvened  The meeting reconvened on a call to order by the Deputy Reeve at 11:30 
a.m. in the physical (or virtual) presence of all Council Members, Chief 
Administrative Officer, Finance Manager, Executive Services Clerk, 
Natural Gas Manager, Health & Safety Coordinator, GIS Operator, 
Assistant Ag. Fieldman, and 4 Members of the Public, and 3 
Delegations. 
 
 

11:31 to 12:16 a.m. 
 

  Public Question and Answer Period: 
 
The H.A. Kostash School’s Grade 6 Students questioned: 

 why the County doesn’t have a cat bylaw?  
The County Reeve responded: 

 we haven’t felt the need to create one – we create bylaws based 
on data and needs and we haven’t had people asking for one, but 
now that you’ve brought it up we can.  

 
The H.A. Kostash School’s Grade 6 Students questioned: 

 why is Jered the Reeve? 
The County Reeve responded: 

 to make a difference; I’ve lived here all my life and want to 
contribute to my community, I was nominated and elected as 
Reeve. 
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The H.A. Kostash School’s Grade 6 Students questioned: 
 How big is the County? 

The County Reeve responded: 
 Just over 2,500 people and covers almost 3,400 square 

kilometers. 
 

The H.A. Kostash School’s Grade 6 Students questioned: 
 What is the most recent bylaw passed? 

The County Reeve responded: 
 Bylaw No. 1471-25: Fire Protection Services. 

 
The H.A. Kostash School’s Grade 6 Students questioned: 

 Do we always have fire services 24/7?  
The County responded: 

 We have 2 working full time and all others are volunteer. 
 

The H.A. Kostash School’s Grade 6 Students questioned: 
 What was the last bylaw defeated? 

The County responded: 
 Not sure, there had not been one recently, we would have to look 

further into our records. 
 

The H.A. Kostash School’s Grade 6 Students questioned: 
 How long will it take for fire services to come out to the 

countryside?  
The County responded: 

 7 minutes before the fire truck leaves the fire hall – so anywhere 
from 10 -30 minutes to get to sight. 
 

The H.A. Kostash School’s Grade 6 Students questioned: 
 How long does it take to pass a bylaw? 

The County responded: 
 It varies.  

 
To help the students understand the County invited them all to switch 
spots with Council and sit in the Councillors chairs and conduct a 
meeting to debate a hypothetical proposed cat bylaw. 
 
 

 15.  ADJOURNMENT: 
 

238-25: Gawalko That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting of January 9, 2025, be 
adjourned, 12:18 p.m. 

Carried. 
 

 ________________________________ 
   REEVE 

  
 S E A L 

  ________________________________ 
 CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 


