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; ’elcome to "Confluence." the newsletter for Alberta's
portion of the Canadian Heritage Rivers System (CHRS)

Program. The purpose of this newsletter is to keep people
with an interest in Alberta's rivers updated on the progress
of the CHRS program. Please feel free to make copies and

share this newsletter with others.

THE CANADIAN HERITAGE RIVERS
SYSTEM

The Canadian Heritage Rivers System was established in
1984 as a cooperative venture among the federal,
provincial and territorial governments. Its primary purpose
is to provide national and international recognition to our
country's outstanding rivers, and to ensure long-term
management that will conserve their natural,

cultural/historical, and recreational values.

The CHRS program is a national, not federal, program
administered by the Canadian Heritage Rivers Board. The
Board consists of one member from each province and |
territory and two federal representatives. It meets to
review and approve nominations to the system, set the |
guidelines for the program and prepare promotional |
material. One of the fundamental principles of the CHRS
is that the nomination and management of Canadian
Heritage Rivers remain with the responsible government.

In Alberta, this means municipal governments are key 1n
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Heritage Rivers P @ = . To assist municipalities in identifying whether or not a river
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Areas Division, Natural

Resources Service,
Alberta Environmental Protection.
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In April 1991, the Honourable Ralph Klein, then Minister of
the Environment, announced at the Flowing to the Future

Conference in Edmonton that he was appointing an
advisory committee, representing nine sectors, including the
irrigation, forest and chemical industries, environmental and

recreation groups, to investigate Alberta's potential
participation in the CHRS. The Advisory Committee
submitted its report to Mr. Klein on May 15, 1992. 1t
unanimously recommended that Alberta participate in the

CHRS Program. Following extensive discussions with local
authorities, Alberta announced it had agreed to participate m

the program on February 2, 1994. The Recreation and
Protected Areas Division, Natural Resources Service,

Alberta Environmental Protection was designated as the lead
agency for implementing the CHRS.

Municipal governments play a key role in the CHRS
process. They serve as the lead agencies in putting a rver

forward for nomination. They work very closely with local
stakeholders in initiating a Background Study to evaluate the
river as a potential candidate for CHRS status. Alberta
Environmental Protection staff will assist stakeholders 1n
convening a committee to lead in the nomination and
designation process. Since there are numerous management
issues associated with every river, stakeholder commuttees
are encouraged to use a collaborative consensus-based
model to facilitate the decision-making process. Ultimately,
however, the municipal and provincial governments musl
approve each document before 1t is submitted to the
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ALBERTA'S PARTICIPATION (cont'd) |
CHRS program manager—Ted Dykstra, and Bruce Milne of

Alberta Environmental Protection are available to mﬁct
with municipalities, businesses, Or interest groupslrvT Od .
want to explore the potentials of the program. Call 1¢
427-7009 or Bruce at 427-4858. They can also arrange to

place you on the CHRS mailing list for Alberta.

Clearwater River Registered Trappers Cabin

POTENTIAL BENEFITS OF CANADIAN
HERITAGE RIVER STATUS

One benefit derived from the CHRS designation process 18
the creation of a collective vision for each selected river
among all the stakeholders. This collective vision and the
management plan resulting from it, will be created by and

River status—the Saskatchewan portion of the Clearwater
was designated as a Hertage River in 1986 —the province

for those who live, work and recreate on the river. Other chose to work with the local authority and the stakeholders

benefits could include improved business opportunities, on the river as a pilot project before the system study was

preservation of historical/cultural sites, enhancement of complete.

recreation activities and facilities, clarification of shared ; : |
environmental values, and partnerships formed across Alberta Environmental Protection staif worked with the

sectors to enhance your river. The CHRS program does municipalities to help local Stialfeho'lder.s determine 1f their
not create a new level of legislation. The implementation interests could be met by participating 1n t_he CHRS.

of a river's management plan is based on existing Through open houses, and meetings with interest groups
Iegjslaﬁon and the guidelines, objectives and and concerned individuals, the stakeholders formed the
recommendations set forth by all the stakeholders who Clearwater River Committee (CRC) in March of 1995.
develop the management plan. These guidelines,

objecﬁves and recommendations will be implemented The CRC chose a collaborative consensus-based model to
through existing regulatory bodies/processes where these structure their committee. Their first major agreement was
already exist. | a Process and Procedures Agreement, which outlines the
expectations or procedures necessary for each group to

participate. A consultant was hired to work with the
S igﬂfﬂg Cmany f or the Clearwater River Nomination A . e AT, o committee in pIcp arlng d

Document - Mayor Boutilier, Chief Cree, May 27,1996 B Background Study that
" documents the natural,
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Canadian Heritage Rivers Board approved the nomination “’ ,,,.”' 4L W%  Rivers. This study was

on September 17, 1996. Board members were impressed ¢ EEs §S summarized in 2

by the collaborative process used by the Clearwater River 4% *'f*” /) ~ Nomination Document

Committee. L S R which was approved by the
¢ i 7)) CRC, the Regional

In 1994, the three local authorities, the City of Fort Municipality of Wood Buffalo, Fort McMurray #468 First

Mchf!ufm)f, Improvement District #18 (now the Regional Nation and the Provincial Cabinet before going to the

Ww of Wood Buffalo) and Fort McMurray #468 CHRS Board in September. Following these approvals, the

First Natwn, requested further study of the Clearwater as a CRC is now working to resolve the issues identified in the

potential Canadian Heritage River. Knowing that the Background Study through its management-planning

Clearwater was a prime candidate for Canadian Heritage process.

’ P

T

Z // 7000
:.' o o :',.'--""r#, ‘ A //?’i

77 7

7
e e A R ;ﬂ /,ﬂ, .... -*.-'"-""'
) W
00 0
) r-*,:‘:."-:T%f_-f’-.’f'-f"-"'.f;f/g;.ﬁ-ﬁ-féif*-*fjrf’f‘f-“ﬁ”"@: 7
e e : M ;

o
Fol s i o ¥
i ]
. i

-

o o A
L e
s,

-




o~ ER T
R

al
the

iver Committee. If you want

pProvinci

ts as the

L

Ted Dykstra si

ST F r h e

||||||

s 1led can

who shares your interest.

1S process

t representative on

ter R

ore about th
touch with the sector

tative

governmen

Clearwa

to learn m
ut yOU 11

represen

P

h L
.....
L]

,..-"..—".--’.J"-!'._-"Z.f:_'f' !

g

i 4 A A A

'
lllllllll

A

P
e

d

iver Committee

e

¢ Clearwater River Nomination Document

Cree and delegation an

Chief
of the Clearwater R

th
ler,
1ves

representat

._,_..____—..... r

e
AR

R

POTENTIAL

.__._..._.."._...___

o i
R

i
G
.

-u_..‘...n.\..__..._mw ..“.....+.._. ._..“.,. ”.. ;

i
_

g, BN W i ki AR BT ¥ ol i s y ey, =N . L. PRy e T E Ry B i . —
| .L.___._,,hﬁ.\ﬂ* SRR S e

N
e
.
- n':-:‘

.
i it
.-L_.__.-_\.-..._. " -~

i
) o o
e

o B " .--_-1.“.“_..__.”.1“.15

e ..."..u...

_-IWI-"-mE a

wyw.. SR
e

S ......._.«m.-n.mou.-n.-_... -

_.-.1“_!-.- o = -t-_..-nrll

e e e e

g, -v- _-.-“.....l. T
. q_ e,
e _-l._-. T "

et e

discussing

s
7

s - "Fi-‘;:_. f.'.".

m
=
]




.......

------

-----

........ - 1
........
..............
-----

-----------------------

. - : s . W) -II‘ N
= a et el B ¥, e ' .'if o .'lr:l.n"p-' J'-I!’
: '*"'l.:::"""'":"-'":":""" . O _ - : T e e PRSI e o L :ﬂ/.rf

- --'5"- : v : ’
o -;':?'{-' e
_____ P e P . SR o e P e i "_/, 7 : :ﬁ"f;"' - A

....... | o P wom N e B A B i g " 5" . " S il el - . .’ﬂr‘:" o " o = 5 -
= SRR R , o S e s : A A
; s, " 8 a 5.8 e - mamaat .- G = e J".’J?'.',:*_,ﬁ‘

el

----------
w ]

--------

Another Alberta First—Clearwater/Christina Nominated as Canadian Heritage Rivers

Mpr. Lund stated, "I am particularly pleased to announce the approval of the
nomination of Clearwater/Christina because of the grassroots support involved in the process.
The Clearwater River Committee, representing landowners, special interest groups,
industry, the aboriginal community, and the municipal and provincial governments,
is to be commended for its dedicated and focused approach to bringing the
nomination to this stage."
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